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FORWARD

Athena Tsingarida

It is a great pleasure to welcome this volume in
honour of Nota Kourou in the archaeological
series of the Centre of Archaeological Research
and Culture Heritage (CReA-Patrimoine) of the
Université libre de Bruxelles. The publication in
the collection of the CReA-Patrimoine reflects the
warm and fruitful relationship built up between
the Centre, Nota and several of her former students
since several years.

I first met Nota when she came at ULB as an
invited Professor at the International Chair of
Greek Archaeology Eleni Hatzivassiliou. During
her lively stay in Brussels, she inspired with her
enthusiasm and deep knowledge of Early Iron Age
Aegean and the Mediterranean a large audience
of students and scholars. On a personnal level, I
discovered, beyond the well acknowledged expert
in Greek archaeology, a person of great kindness,
deep sensitivity and generosity.

The preparation of this volume was undertaken
by Anastasia Gadolou and Vicky Vlachou, helped
by many colleagues. Both Anastasia and Vicky
are known in Brussels. While still a curator at the
National Museum of Athens, Anastasia delivered
a lecture at ULB in the frame of our International
seminars on Pottery studies in a session organized
with the collaboration of our colleagues from the
Museum, specialists in the field of ancient ceramics.
Vicky joined the CReA-Patrimoine in 2012 in
the frame of a postdoctoral project (European

Social Fund) undertaken in collaboration with
the University of Athens and Nota Kourou. She is
now a post-doctoral research fellow of the Belgian
National Research Fund (FNRS) at ULB and shares
with us her sound knowledge of Early Iron Age
pottery and her lively energy.

I would like to thank both Anastasia and Vicky
along with all contributors for achieving their task
within a tied schedule. The essays reflect the wide-
ranging fields of expertise of Nota extending from
Aegean Greece to the Mediterranean World. The
editors brought into light a significant scholarly
publication that goes far beyond a simple tribute.
The important number of papers written by
former students, now colleagues, further illustrates
the strong ties built by a talented professor who
combined human and teaching qualities. The
result is a moving token of respect, gratitude and
friendship dedicated to Nota.

On fagonne les plantes par la culture, et les hommes
par léducation. ... Nous naissons faibles, nous
avons besoin de force ; nous naissons dépourvus de
tout, nous avons besoin duassistance, nous naissons
stupides, nous avons besoin de jugement. Tout ce
que nous navons pas a notre naissance, et dont
nous avons besoin étant grands, nous est donné par
Péducation.
Jean Jacques Rousseau
Emile ou de 'Education, extrait
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INTRODUCTION

Vicky Vlachou and Anastasia Gadolou

The present collective volume is offered in honour
of Nota Kourou, in celebration of her distinguished
academic contribution to the archaeology of the
Early Iron Age Aegean and the Mediterranean. Nota
Kouroureceived her BA in Art History and Classical
Archaeology at the University of Athens and then
her MA and DPhil in Classical Archaeology at
Oxford University, Somerville College. She served
at the Department of Archaeology of the University
of Athens for more than thirty-five years until her
retirement in 2012. As a visiting professor, she has
lectured at the Université de Lausanne, University of
Bern, University of Geneva, Université de Fribourg,
Sorbonne, Paris I and the Ecole Pratiques des Hautes
Etudes, Universita degli Studi di Milano, Universita
Orientale di Napoli, Universita di Firenze, Johannes
Gutenberg Universitit Mainz, University of Cyprus
and the American University of Beirut. As an
Onassis Scholar in 2005, she lectured in a number
of Universities in the U.S.A. (New York, Columbia
University; Austin, University of Texas; Tampa,
South Florida University; Columbia, University of
Missouri). As the 2005 AAIA Visiting Professor,
she lectured in Universities in Australia (Sydney,
University of Sydney and Macquarie University,
Brisbane, The University of Queensland, Armidale,
The University of New England, Newcastle, the
University of Newcastle).

Throughout her academic carrier, she has been
engaged in a variety of scholarly subjects, tackling
crucial problems of the Early Iron Age and
attempting to get answers to issues related to the
Aegean and the wider Mediterranean area. She
started with iconography under the wise guidance
of N. M. Kontoleon and later of Sir John Boardman.
Even then, the focus of her research was always on
the social background and the relations between

Mvnuoovvns 8 é§aitig épdooato kaAlikouoro,
& #i¢ oi Motoat ypvodumnvies ééeyévovro
évvéa, Tijow &dov Oadiar xai TEpYIG Go107G.
Hesiode, Theogony 915-7

the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean, as implied
by iconography. Following her doctoral dissertation
on Sphinxes and the relevant LIMC articles, she
produced a number of studies highlighting issues
of Early Orientalizing Greek art and its possible
Cypriot and Near Eastern sources of inspiration.

As a confessed admirer of J. N. Coldstream’s work,
she frequently focused on pottery, producing a
number of studies on crucial ceramic issues of
several classes of Geometric pottery. With her
publication of the Aigion crater in 1979, she
succeeded in defining a new Orientalizing phase
in the evolution of the Thapsos class vases still
unparalleled and barely known in Greece, but well
attested by then in Sicily and Italy. The identification
of an Attic workshop of small handmade vases in
the tradition of the “Argive Monochrome Ware”
in 1987, followed by an investigation of their
function and distribution in later articles, remains
an important addition to the study of handmade
wares. Her monograph on the Southern cemetery
of Naxos and its pottery in 1999 constitutes a major
contribution to Cycladic studies: it provides a stable
base for the study of Naxian ceramic workshops of
the Middle Geometric period. The identification
of a local Naxian workshop closely following the
Cesnola Painter in an earlier study had given new
directions not only in the study of that workshop,
but also to matters of contacts between islands
or painters. Her CVA for the Attic Geometric
amphorae in the Athens, National Museum in 2002
offers a complete account of the shape’s typology
and evolution in the Early Iron Age. A number
of smaller studies on particular classes of Attic
Geometric amphorae made earlier or later have
identified several Athenian Geometric workshops
and have concentrated on their distribution, and
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consequently on Athenian contacts, all over the
Aegean and beyond.

In several of these studies, she turned to science to
investigate the provenance of ceramic wares at a
time when not everyone thought it a useful or sound
approach. She retains to the present her confidence
in the validity of scientific investigation, as is
demonstrated in two large joint projects with Vassos
Karageorghis and others, one on limestone figurines
published in 2002, and another on clay figurines
that appeared in 2009. Through a number of other
studies, she has contributed considerably to the
study of clay figurines, their typology, iconography
or their function and symbolism. She started in
1994 with a joint study of Cretan clay figurines
from Patsos and continued with various classes of
Cypriot and Aegean figurines, putting an emphasis
on the question of continuity-discontinuity with
the Bronze Age past and the interplay between the
Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean.

This approach has led her to issues of contact
between the Aegean and the Eastern or Western
Mediterranean. Here she has deliberated at length
on the importance of Cypriot trade during the
transitional years of the so-called “Dark Ages”
and the resulting close contacts with the Aegean.
Phoenician presence in the Aegean had its place
too in her studies: a number of joint investigations
have identified Phoenician cippi in Crete and
elsewhere, with special weight being given to a
Cypro-Phoenician presence in Crete, Rhodes and
elsewhere in the Aegean.

Her field work on Tenos has contributed greatly
to our knowledge of early Tenian and Cycladic
society with the identification and discussion of the
Cyclopean wall at Xobourgo and the small sacred
pyre in front of it, named the “Pro-cyclopean
sanctuary”. A re-study of the building identified as
the Thesmophorion and its comparison with the
Pro-cyclopean sanctuary constitutes a principal
contribution to our understanding of the evolution
of open-air shrines of the early Cyclades. The
large numbers of undergraduate and postgraduate
students that have participated in her excavations
brings us back full-circle to her University career,
which is closely linked to the creation of the pottery
collection and mainly the Cypriot Collection at the
University Museum in Athens. Nota has been an
enthusiastic teacher and to use a favorite expression

of hers she has been happy to have a large number of
excellent students now serving in the Archaeological
Service or teaching at various Universities all over
the globe.

In preparing this volume - as a surprise to Nota -
we had to confine our invitation to a much smaller
number of contributors than we - and no doubt
she — would have liked to. As it would have been
impracticable from the point of view of publication
to produce a volume even heavier than this one,
we would like here to apologize to anyone who
feels unjustly left out. Over forty former doctoral
students - many of them now leading academics
in their own right, colleagues and friends have
contributed papers on topics that relate to the
diverse fields of interests Nota has pursued. The
invited authors were not asked to address specific
research questions, but rather to contribute
research topics they wanted to present in honour of
Nota. These are organized in five parts, embracing
pottery studies and topography, interconnections in
the Aegean and the Mediterranean, archaeological
approaches to cult and rituals and epigraphy. Each
section focuses on more than one concern in the
study of early societies, presenting and discussing
fresh interpretations and new ideas based on old
and new material alike. From Early Cycladic
Naxos, through the Early Iron Age Mediterranean
and Archaic Aegean to Roman Euboea, the key
theme running through the different approaches
of every contributor is the understanding of
ancient societies, highlighting the dynamics in
studying aspects of the archaeology of the wider
Mediterranean region.

Pottery studies lay emphasis on the production of
ancient ceramics and thus the work of potters and
painters, and equally on the iconography and the
relation between image and use in different contexts.
The papers of the first section approach issues of
pottery workshops from different aspects and try
to answer distinct questions. Stylistic analysis offers
the appropriate framework in tracing the work of
single potters or workshops active in Attica (J. K.
Papadopoulos, M. Pipili), in Corinth (K. Neeft), in
the Cyclades (Ph. Zapheiropoulou), and equally on
Cyprus, as demonstrated by the cases of Salamis (A.
Georgiadou) and Palaepaphos (V. Karageorghis).
Scientific investigation has proven a powerful
tool for approaching and understanding craft
production and highlighting factors that leave



little trace in the archaeological record (E. Aloupi
and A. Lekka). Shape and decoration strongly
depend on the influences exerted by the varied
population groups that produced and used them.
In this way, stylistic changes and the circulation
of specific pottery types eventually lead us to
a better understanding of social and cultural
transformations (A. Gadolou, G. Bourogiannis,
J. Perreault). In the second part of the first section,
contextual approaches are extended to pottery
studies, dealing with cult and rituals in sanctuaries
(S. Huber, L. Palaiokrassa-Kopitsa), with funerary
rituals and mortuary expressions (M. Marthari,
V. Vlachou, L. Bournias), and convivial drinking
at the symposion (D. Williams and N. Massar).
The two papers by E. Simantoni-Bournia and A.
Hermary provide the necessary framework for
mapping established routes of communication
between the Aegean, Crete and the Sicilian coast and
identify cultural entanglements one with another.

The second section of this volume brings together
six papers that offer a comprehensive synthesis of
the evidence from six distinct regions: the Saronic
Gulf (N. Polychronakou-Sgouritsa), Hephestia on
Lemnos (E. Greco), the Cycladic islands of Kythnos
(A. Mazarakis Ainian) and Tenos (M.-F. Billot),
Laona at Palaepaphos (M. Iacovou) and Euboea
(P. Karvonis). Each paper presents an attempt
to recreate the historical background, dating as
early as the Post-palatial period, through the
Early Iron Age, Archaic and Classical periods
and up until the Roman occupation. In the third
section, eight contributions deal with issues of
mobility and interaction between the Aegean and
the Mediterranean, an area where Nota Kourou
has contributed significant studies. The discussion
of imports and exports of pottery, metal vessels
and various artefacts (H. Matthdus, M. D’Acunto,
B. d'Agostino, M. Tiverios) constitutes an effective
path for tracing patterns of interaction, alongside
maritime trade. The resultant transmission of ideas
in the local craft productions (X. Charalambidou,
M.-C. Lentini) further underlines the operating
networks and the dynamics that shaped them.
The activity of the Phoenicians in this process
cannot be neglected, as it has been argued by
N. Kourou and is discussed in this volume by
Ch. Ioannou. The contribution of P. Themelis
brings us to an issue closely linked with navigating
in the Mediterranean, that of the history of the ship
emblems (axkpOmpwpa, akpooTOALQ).

Introduction

The past decades have seen the rise of interest
in approaches to cult and rituals through
archaeological finds. In the fourth section,
six papers introduce new approaches in ritual
studies from an archaeological perspective.
Domestic (O. Pilz), funerary (K. Reber) and cultic
(G. Papasavvas, L. S. Lemos) contexts provide the
necessary framework for tracing ritual activity. The
two papers that conclude this section underline
the performative aspect of rituals (M. Mikrakis,
A. Leriou) in the artistic expression of both the
Aegean and Cyprus. The idea running through the
final section of this volume is neatly summarized
in the title of C. Morgans contribution, “Writing
for Friends” This section introduces new
interpretations of an 8th-century Euboean graffito
from Oropos (P. Valavanis) and the earliest Achaian
dipinto in the form of a metrical text placed on an
oinochoe (C. Morgan). Preliterate Aegean seals of
the 3rd millennium BC (A. Vlachopoulos) were
incorporated in this section for their capacity
to act as an early form of communication and
understanding. In the last contribution of this
volume, Ch. Kritzas explores the symbolic value of
some archaic graffiti in linking the dangers of wine
consumption to erotic desire.

Although different issues and problems are
addressed by all the authors in this volume, most of
the papers refer to or are inspired by Nota’s papers
and lectures, all gathered in a volume that we hope
will inspire Terpsis and stimulate the mind of the
readers in different ways. We would like to express
our gratitude to all the contributors to this volume
for their willingness to accept our invitation, for
being discreet in not revealing anything to Nota
and for their congenial co-operation during its
publication processes. We are grateful to the
scientific committee for reviewing all papers
included in this volume and for their unfailing
and positive response to any difficulties that arose
throughout. Many thanks are due to Dr. Helena
Vlachogianni and Dr. Don Evely for their valuable
assistance with thelanguage editing of the Greekand
English papers. Equally, to Dr. Maria Chidiroglou,
responsible for the photographic archives of the
National Archaeological Museum at Athens, for
providing the photograph of the Attic skyphos (inv.
784), which is illustrated on the cover and for all
the photographs of artefacts included in this book
that are stored in the National Archaeological
Museum. Our thanks are most certainly due to
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Nathalie Bloch (CReA-Patrimoine) for so nicely
and efficiently producing this heavy tome.

We were fortunate to have the assistance of a
colleague and long-time friend of Nota and
Thanasis to prepare a detailed and comprehensive
list of Nota’s own publications, from 1971 to the
present. We thank Evangelia Simantoni-Bournia
for the eagerness with which she accepted and
for producing the list of publications that follows
and concludes our introduction. We are extremely
grateful to the A. G. Leventis Foundation, the
Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), the Cultural
Foundation of Tinos (ITHII) and the two
anonymous financial supporters for so generously
undertaking all the costs of this publication. We
would like to express our gratitude to the Pro-

Rector of the Université libre de Bruxelles, Prof.
Didier Vidiers and the co-directors of the CReA-
Patrimoine (Centre de Recherches en Archéologie
et Patrimoine), Prof. Athena Tsingarida and Prof.
Sébastien Clerbois for accepting the present
volume in the series of the Etudes darchéologie and
for providing valuable assistance throughout the
preparation of the volume.

Three generations of pupils and colleagues have
been inspired and influenced by Nota’s own
scholarship, kindness and readiness to help and
advise. We consider this volume as a symbol of our
great appreciation of her as our teacher, our friend
and our colleague. Nota remains intensively active
in research, fieldwork and a voracious reader: we
hope that Terpsis will be enjoyed!
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EUBOEAN IMPORTS IN THE GEOMETRIC NECROPOLIS OF IALYSOS*

Matteo D’Acunto

THE GEOMETRIC NECROPOLIS OF IALYSOS

The several necropoleis of Ialysos, a city of the
Dorian tripolis in the north-west part of the island
of Rhodes, were extensively excavated between
1916 and 1934, during the period of the Italian
occupation of the Dodecanese.! The University
of Naples TOrientale undertook the task of
re-publishing them under the auspices of the
Ephorate of the Dodecanese and the Italian School
of Archaeology at Athens.

In arecent contribution, dAgostino has set forth the
changes which occurred around the middle of the
8th century BCbothin the geographical distribution
of the cemeteries and in the composition of the
burial offerings. They are clear: though the burial
groups themselves are relatively few and scattered
in the area, dating from the Late Protogeometric
until the end of Middle Geometric II.> From
the middle of the 8th century BC an extended
necropolis gradually developed at Ialysos. In 1926
and 1927, Jacopi excavated a homogeneous core of
56 burials in the southern sector of the Tsambico
plot at the foot of the Philerimos hillside.? Study, in
progress by the author, of both imported and local
pottery has made it possible to distinguish three
phases in the progressive horizontal development
of the Tsambico South plot: the end of Middle
Geometric II, Late Geometric I (c. 750-720 BQC),

* T am pleased to offer Prof. Nota Kourou this small
gift, dealing with two fields, Early Iron Age Rhodes and
Euboean Geometric pottery, on which her scholarly
authority has greatly contributed to our knowledge.

1 On the Italian excavations, see Maiuri 1923-
1924; Jacopi 1929; Laurenzi 1936; cf. Gates 1983;
Livadiotti and Rocco 1996, 40-51; D’Acunto 2014. For
the recent excavations by the Greek Archaeological
Service, see Grigoriadou, Giannikouri and Marketou
2001; Pharmakidou 2004; Philimonos-Tsopotou and
Marketou 2014, 68.

2 d’Agostino 2006 (= d’Agostino 2010-2011, 239-247);
cf. D’Acunto 2014.

3 Jacopi 1929, 84-109 and 131-146.

and Late Geometric II (c. 720-690 BC).!
In the Tsambico South plot the burial customs
are these: for the adults primary cremation in a
pit marked by four holes, one at each of the four
corners; and inhumation in enchytrismos for
infants, children and adolescents.> All age groups
are represented, from infants to elders. This
pattern expands the earlier formal burial rules: a
strong selectivity had distinguished the preceding
periods.® Tsambico South is a family plot, to judge
from the wide age-range of the dead, and from
the homogeneous and progressive build up of
the burials.

EUBOEAN IMPORTS: LATE GEOMETRIC I

In the Tsambico South plot, a number of Euboean
imports, dating from ¢. 750 until 700 BC, were
found.

A skyphos from tomb LI (393) is so attributed from
its fabric (Fig. 1-2).

Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11648.
Shape: vertical rim, not differentiated; globular
body; concave base; thin walls; horizontal handles,
of circular section. Decoration: painted rim;
band between the handles with a central metope
flanked by groups of vertical lines; in the metope
a St. Andrew’s cross with single dots in the four
quadrants; in the side panels three stacked rows of
small vertical dashes; handles painted on outside;

4 OnRhodian Late Geometric pottery and chronology,
see Coldstream 2008, 274-287 and 329-330; Coldstream
2003, 247-249 and 251; and also Johansen 1957, 84-169;
Papapostolou 1968; Cook and Dupont 1998, 17-25. I
suggest that Rhodian Late Geometric starts at c. 750 and
ends c. 745-680 (Coldstream’s proposal was at ¢. 680 BC)
and I introduce a distinction between a Late Geometric I
and a Late Geometric II phase.

5  On the burial customs in Ialysos, see Maiuri 1923-
1924, 331-334; Jacopi 1929, 10-13; Laurenzi 1936, 10-
19; Gates 1983, 22-32; Grigoriadou, Giannikouri and
Marketou 2001; d’Agostino 2006; D’Acunto 2014.

6  dAgostino 2006; cf. D’Acunto 2014.

359



Matteo D'Acunto

Fig. 1-2. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum (inv. 11648), from the necropolis of lalysos, Tomb LI (393): Euboean skyphos (750-735 BC),

H. 6.5 cm. Photo by the author, drawing by N. Sergio.

interior of vase painted, with a reserved band under
the lip. Clay: burnt, white inclusions. Paint: brown.
Preservation: fragmentary and with few gaps. Size:
H. 6.5 cm; Diam. 16 cm. Bibliography: Jacopi 1929,
85-87, figs 75 and 77; Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer
and Léderrey 2008, 80, note 400.

Having undergone cremation, the surface of the
vase is burnt and the original colour of the clay is
unrecognisable; no mica is visible. According to
the recent typology of Eretrian Geometric pottery
established by Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and
Léderrey, the globular shape and small size of this
skyphos make ita type SK 2: this has a wide diffusion
during the local phases of Middle Geometric II
(800-750 BC) and Late Geometric I (750-735 BC)
and tends to disappear during Late Geometric
IT (735-700 BC), just as in contemporary Attic
pottery. The vertical lip, low and not distinguished
from the body, and especially the stretched profile
of the belly and the rather narrow base all point to
a Late Geometric I date in the Eretrian sequence.”
This chronology fits with the sequences suggested
for Lefkandi and in general for Euboean pottery.®
The decoration of the Ialysos skyphos parallels the
layout seen on several Euboean one-metope bird
skyphoi. This type is considered by Coldstream to
begin in late Middle Geometric II, to judge from
Italian contexts,” while in the Eretrian sequence it
appears slightly later, just at the beginning of Late
Geometric I, and is concentrated in this phase.”

7  Cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
74-75, pl. 89.

8 Boardman 1980, 62-66; Coldstream 1982, 24-27.
9  Coldstream 1982, 24-27, pl. 1; cf. Kourou 2005, 504.

10 Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
79-80. According to d’Agostino (2010-2011, 231), the
beginning of their production may be contemporary
with Attic Late Geometric Ia, i.e. 760-750 BC.
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Our skyphos may be considered as a variation of
this type, as can be shown by comparison with a
skyphos from Cyprus: this too has two lateral
panels that bear three rows of dashes, stacked
vertically. It differs, however, in the central metope:
here there is the usual bird motif."" The lip of the
Cypriote example is low and has a double painted
line; the belly is more rounded and the foot is wider
than that from Rhodes. The shape of our skyphos
is actually closer to another one-metope bird
skyphos from Cyprus.’? A variation/development
of this decorative system is the three-metope one,
as illustrated by an example from Chalkis. Here the
two lateral metopes are closed on the outer side by
a group of vertical lines and have only two series
of dashes inside, while the central metope has
the bird."

That the central ornament with the St. Andrew’s
cross and single dots in the four quadrants
constitutes an alternative to the bird motif is shown
by two skyphoi from Tarquinia, both belonging to
the one-metope type with horizontal lines at the
sides:'* namely skyphos Selciatello Sopra 93 with
the St. Andrew’s cross and dots, and Selciatello
Sopra 174 with the bird.”

11 Gjerstad 1977, 27, no 61, pl. 6.9.
12 Gjerstad 1977, 27, no 59, pl. 6.6.
13 Andreiomenou 1984, 48, no 34, figs 13 and 19.

14  This type is common in the workshops of Chalkis
(Andreiomenou 1984, 65 ff.), but it was produced in
Eretria as well: cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and
Léderrey 2008, 79, 124, no 167, pl. 41 (Late Geometric
I); Kourou 2010, 356.

15  Paoletti 1986, 411-412, figs 3-4; Coldstream 1982,
25, pl. 1¢; d’Agostino 2010-2011, 231. A skyphos from
Pontecagnano of the same type has in the central metope
the St. Andrew’s cross without dots in the fields: Bailo
Modesti and Gastaldi 2001, 43, T. 6500.1, fig. 9, pl. 3.8;
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Fig. 3-4. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum (inv. 11624), from the necropolis of lalysos, Tomb ClI (387). Euboean skyphos (750-720 BC),
H. 6.5 cm. Photo by the author, drawing of the opposite side by N. Sergio.

In Eretrian pottery the St. Andrew’s cross occupying
a metope appears in Late Geometric I, and perhaps
earlier: the same motif as on the Ialysos skyphos,
i.e. the St. Andrew’s cross with single dots in the
quadrants, is drawn in the two side panels framing
a central band with parallel zig-zag lines on a
globular skyphos, perhaps going back as early as
the end of Middle Geometric II (certainly not later
than the beginning of Late Geometric I)."® This
same motif is reminiscent, albeit in a simplified
form, of the characteristic quatrefoil with single
motifs in the quadrants that is the typical central
element of the three-metope scheme of Attic Late
Geometric Ib, and which was taken up by the Late
Geometric Atticizing workshops in Euboea, the
Cyclades and other regions."”

Therefore, the skyphos from tomb LI (393) has to be
dated, according to the Eretrian chronology, to Late
Geometric I, i.e. ¢. 750-735 BC. This chronology is
confirmed by another vase included in the burial
offerings of this tomb, i.e. a Rhodian Geometric
lekythos. Coldstream dates this lekythos, which is
particularly elaborate both in form and decoration,
to the first part of Rhodian Late Geometric.'
Moreover, the cremation LI (393) is close to the one
that seems to be the earliest tomb of the Tsambico
South plot that is L (390). The latter contains the
earliest type of the bird kotyle, bearing a meander
in the upper panel. This type is dated by Coldstream
to the end of Middle Geometric II, a little before

cf. dAgostino 2001, 19.

16  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
80,118, n0 9, pl. 6.

17 See e.g. Coldstream 2003, 112-115, 192-193, 212-
213, figs 34b-c, 61a-b, 69b. Cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann
Pfyfter and Léderrey 2008, 80.

18  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11647:
Jacopi 1929, 85-86, figs 75-76; Coldstream 2008, 282.

750 BC, according to Rhodian chronology.”
The offerings of tomb LI (393) are fairly
representative of the objects to be located in any
relatively ‘rich’ burial of the Tsambico South plot.
In addition to the two vases mentioned above,
there are two Black-on-Red II (IV) jugs imported
from Cyprus,” a Black-on-Red jug imitating the
Cypriote type,” a two-handled Black-on-Red 1/
IT (ITI/IV) juglet, again an import from Cyprus,”
an iron dagger,” and a gold-foil object, possibly
a diadem.*

Nearby the cremation burial L (390) is the pithos
burial CII (387).2 It contained the inhumation
of a child. This tomb included a few fibulae along
with another skyphos, which has already been
recognized as Euboean by Descceudres (Fig. 3-4).

Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11624.
Shape: open and rounded body; straight, slightly
everted lip; concave bottom; horizontal handles,
of circular section. Decoration: on the lip inside
and outside three horizontal lines; between the

19  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11642:
Jacopi 1929, 84; Coldstream 2008, 277-279, no 1, pl. 61c.

20 Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11649-
11650: Jacopi 1929, 85-88, figs 75 and 78; type Gjerstad
1948, Black-on-Red II (IV), jug 14b.

21 Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11651:
Jacopi 1929, 85-87, fig. 75.

22 Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11652:
Jacopi 1929, 85-87, fig. 75; Karetsou and Stampolidis
1998, 168, no 147; types Gjerstad 1948, Black-on-Red I
(III) jug 3b, and Black-on-Red II (IV) bottle 2.

23 Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11653, lost:
Jacopi 1929, 85-87, fig. 75.

24  'This is not listed in Jacopi 1929, but is mentioned
in the Excavation Diaries (9 October 1926).

25  Jacopi 1929, 132.

361



Matteo D'Acunto

handles runs a band delimited by a group of four
vertical lines; between is a wavy line flanked by
dots, perhaps a ‘dotted’ serpent; lower belly and
base exterior painted; inside, reserve band at third
of the way; two lines on the handles. Clay: reddish
(Munsell: 2.5 YR 6/6). Paint: brown on white slip.
Preservation: fragmentary. Size: H. 6.5 cm; Diam.
13.2 cm. Bibliography: Jacopi 1929, 132-133,
fig. 125; Descceudres 1976, esp. 45, pl. 4, Beil. 7;
Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
81, note 403.

This skyphos shows the characteristic Euboean
reddish clay with white slip.?¢ Compared with the
Eretrian sequence, it is close to a roughly conical
type without a lip, which is introduced at the end
of Late Geometric I and then evolves into the
entirely conical type with straight vertical rim
and lip (SK 7), peculiar to Late Geometric I1.*
The Ialysos skyphos is still early in the Late
Geometric sequence, judging from its rounded
body and slightly differentiated lip; it also is in
accordance with Boardman’s classification of the
Xeropolis pottery.”

The wide panel between the handles is occupied by
a wavy line flanked by dots. The dot drawn on this
wavy line close to its left end seems to represent the
head: thus we might have here a debased version
of the ‘dotted’ serpent, the well-known ornament
of long bands on Late Geometric Attic, Early
Protocorinthian, as well as on other output.® The
simple ornament of the wavy line surrounded by
dots occurs on skyphoi from Eretria, and from
Xeropolis at Lefkandi in the Late Geometric layers,
in examples assigned to the first phase.’’ In the
well-dated Eretrian sequence, this motif appears on
the skyphoi in Late Geometric I and continues into

26  Onthe features of the clays in Euboean productions,
see Descoeudres 2006-2007, 6, note 33 with bibliography.

27  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
74,124, no 176, pl. 42 (from a Late Geometric I pit).

28  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
83, pl. 89.

29  Boardman 1980, 62-66, esp. 62-63, banded lips; cf.
Coldstream 1995a, 260-263.

30 Cf. Coldstream 2008, pl. 13c: Attic Late Geometric
IIa; 106, pl. 21c: Early Protocorinthian; pl. 30a: Argive
Late Geometric II. On the Rhodian pottery cf. the
amphora from Exochi of the beginning of the 7th century
BC: Johansen 1957, no Al, 12-14, figs 5-7; Coulié and
Philimonos-Tsopotou 2014, no 15-1, 168-169.

31 Cf. Andreiomenou 1975, 216, pl. 58y; Boardman
1980, 62, no 106, pl. 46.
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Late Geometric II: a published item of the latter
phase seems to date slightly later than the Ialysos
one, because of the stretched profile of its belly
and the clearly distinguished lip.*> This ornament
is also part of the Cesnola Painter’s repertoire: it is
drawn on the shoulder of the two oinochoai in the
Metropolitan Museum of New York attributed to
his own hand.” In this way an ancillary motif, useful
for decorating long bands on vases sporting a more
complex decoration, becomes the main ornament
occupying the central panel on skyphoi.** The motif
appears on early Late Geometric Attic pottery both
in more complex systems of decoration, e.g. in the
Hirschfeld Painter’s repertoire,” and on skyphoi
where it occupies the central band.*® This last
suggests again that Attica was the source for this
Euboean ornament.”

All told, the shape of the skyphos from Ialysos
combined with its decoration argues that it belongs
to the turn of Late Geometric I and Late Geometric
I, in terms of the Eretrian chronology: one that
is in accordance with the topographical position
of tomb CII (387) in the Tsambico plot, namely
in the Late Geometric I section, by the Rhodian
chronology, i.e. 750-720 BC.

32 Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
81, 130, no 313, pl. 64. Cf. also the Late Geometric II
example from the sanctuary of Apollo Daphnephoros,
which appears to be later because of the shape and the
decoration: Verdan 2013, no 255, 16, pl. 89 (from a Late
Geometric I-II pit).

33 Inv. 74.51.838; 74.51.5885: Kourou 1998, 169-170,
fig. 2; Moore 2004, pl. 50. Cf. the same ornament on the
shoulder of the hydria from Chalkis: Coldstream 1971,
pl. 1b-c; Martin Pruvot, Reber and Theurillat (eds) 2010,
no 33, 94-95.

34  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer, Léderrey 2008, 81.
35 Coldstream 2008, pl. 8e-f.

36 Cf. Langdon 1976, 57, no 212, pl. 18: here
considered as Middle Geometric II, but probably slightly
later (cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,

81, note 402). For late Attic examples, see Geroulanos
1973, pls 8 and 49.4-5.

37  On the relationships between Attic and Euboean
pottery with reference to the ‘Cesnola’ style, see Kourou
1998, 174-175.



Fig. 5-6. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum (inv.
11867), from the necropolis of lalysos, Tomb LXIV
(448). Euboean kotyle (c. 720-710 BC), H. 8.3 cm.
Photo by the author, drawing of the opposite side
by N. Sergio.

EUBOEAN IMPORTS IN LATE
GEOMETRIC Il BURIALS

Also to be considered as a Euboean
import is a kotyle from the cremation
tomb LXIV (448) (Fig. 5-6).

Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv.
11867. Shape: slight and vertical rim/lip
differentiated from hemispherical body by
a nick; with flat base, also differentiated;
horizontal handles, of circular section.
Decoration: between the handles, panel
contains a horizontal row of floating
dashes above five horizontal lines,
irregularly drawn; all flanked by sets of
nine vertical lines; solid paint below, down
to base; outside of the handles painted;
inside fully painted except for a reserved
band below the rim with groups of vertical
bars. Clay: white and black inclusions, and
vacuoles. Paint: brown with red spots on creamy
slip. Preservation: complete with attached handles;
burnt surface. Size: H. 8.3 cm; Diam. 15 cm.
Bibliography: Jacopi 1929, 107-108, figs 101 and
138 (here erroneously referred to tomb CXXXI
[441]); Papapostolou 1968, 95-96, pl. 44a.

The same kotyle has been erroneously ascribed
to tomb CXXXI (441) in the publication by
Jacopi.® The mistake was due to confusion with
the kotyle from tomb LXIV (448), which carries
the same inventory number 11867. In fact the
vase is not reported in the Excavation diaries of
tomb CXXXI (441), and the drawing published in
Jacopi 1929, fig. 138, corresponds perfectly to the
above-described item.

The prototype of the Ialysos kotyle is the
well-known Corinthian Late Geometric kotyle
Aetos 666, with some modifications in the shape
and the decoration.

The Ialysos kotyle is burnt, so the colour of the clay
has changed. It appears to be an import because the
wall of the body is shorter when compared to the

38  Jacopi 1929, 143-144, fig. 138.

39  Coldstream 2008, 101, pl. 19j; cf. recently DeVries
2003, 145-154, with full bibliography.

Euboean imports in the Geometric necropolis of lalysos
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deeper and heavier ones of some local productions.
In East Greece an imitation of an Aetos 666 kotyle
was found in Smyrna. It is similar in the handling
of the rim, but has bars on the handles: it has been
considered as local.* The Ialysos kotyle, however,
is certainly Euboean. Indeed, Euboean imitations
of the Late Geometric Corinthian prototype are
commonly found in the homeland and abroad,
at sites linked with the Euboean East-West
colonization and commerce, such as Eretria®,
Lefkandi*?, and Amathus,* also Al Mina,* Aeolian
Kyme,” and Pithekoussai.*® The relatively wide

40 Coldstream 2008, 297, pl. 63c.

41  Descceudres 1976, pl. 1, discussion 46-47;
Boardman 1952, 2-3, fig. 1, pl. 1; and recently Verdan,
Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, 28, 87-91, pls
104-105 with references to other pls.

42 Boardman 1980, 66, nos 200-204, pl. 50.

43 Coldstream 1987, no 12, 25-26, pls 9 and 13;
Coldstream 1995c¢, no 14, 204-207, fig. 4 (erroneously
no 13); Gjerstad 1977, no 85, 28-29, pl. 8.4.

44  Kearsley 1995, several fragments at 13 and 41-44, pl. 1.
45  Frasca 1998, 276-277, figs 9-11.

46  Coldstream 1995a, no 88, 261-263, fig. 4, pl. 30
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production and circulation of Euboean imitations
and variations of the Aetos 666 kotylai are due
to the Corinthianizing trend: this, together with
Attic influences, characterizes Euboean Late
Geometric pottery.”” Invented at Corinth, this Late
Geometric drinking vessel was widely appreciated.
In comparison with the relative standardization of
the Corinthian prototype, the Euboean imitations
of kotylai Aetos 666 show more morphological and
decorative variations.*

The kotyle from Ialysos preserves the hemispherical
shape of the Corinthian prototype, but it tapers
more towards the bottom, as do some Eretrian
examples.*” All in all it differs from its Corinthian
prototype in a number of aspects:

the slight nick: this is present on several Euboean
imitations of kotylai of Aetos 666 type (so, strictly
speaking, they are not ‘kotylai, when compared to
the lipless Corinthian prototype); >

the outer side of the handle is painted: this parallels
Euboean examples that have deep or shallow
horizontal painted band/bands on each handle (the
Corinthian prototype usually has vertical bars);
the reserved band with groups of bars, inside, just
under the lip (Corinthian Aetos 666 is usually fully
painted inside).

These three features are present on several
Euboean Aetos 666 variations;® they represent
a form of traditionalism, as they reflect the
Corinthian prototype preceding the Aetos 666: i.e.
the protokotyle going back as early as the end of
Middle Geometric II1.**

with discussion.

47  Coldstream 2008, 192; Desccoeudres 2006-2007, 5;
Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, 28, 87-
91.

48  On the Euboean imitations of Corinthian kotylai,
see Coldstream 2008, 191; Coldstream 1995a, 261-263;
Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, 87-91,
with bibliography.

49  Eretria, Archaeological Museum 2: Descoeudres
1976, 46, pl. 1; Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey
2008, 123, no 120, pl. 31 (Late Geometric I-II pit); cf. the
black kotyle no 323, 130, pl. 66 (Late Geometric II pit).

50  Cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey
2008, 28, 87-88.

51  See supra notes 41-46.

52 Descoeudres 1976, 46; Coldstream 2008, 191. Cf.
Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, 28, 87-
88, pl. 92, Type K02. On the Corinthian protokotyle,
see Coldstream 2008, 97-98 and 101-102, pl. 18e; and
recently DeVries 2003, 145-154.
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Recent publication of Eretrian Geometric pottery
provides further evidence for establishing the
chronology of Euboean imitations of the Corinthian
protokotylai/kotylai: such appear in Eretrian pits
dating to the turn of Late Geometric I and II, and
become more numerous during the latter phase, i.e.
¢. 735-700 BC. Their production goes beyond the
limits of the Corinthian prototypes.>

Our kotyle is a debased version of the Corinthian
prototypes: the Aetos 666 chevrons, tightly enclosed
within the framing lines, have here become dashes
floating in the field. In Euboean pottery closer
imitations were managed. From this point of view
the Talysos kotyle is similar to a Euboean import
from Amathus dated by Coldstream to 725-700
BC.** On the Ialysos vase one may also remark
on the quick and irregular drawing of the lines,
especially the horizontal ones. Therefore, our kotyle
is certainly a Euboean Late Geometric II import.
The other burial offerings of the tomb give
further chronological indications. They are: 1)
a one-handled cup decorated in the Kreis und
Wellenband or Spaghetti style, whose introduction
marks the beginning of Late Geometric II
(720-690 BC) in the Rhodian pottery;* 2) a
Bichrome IV jug imported from Cyprus;*® 3) a
local unpainted aryballos;”” 4) a local aryballos
completely painted (in the Tsambico South plot
this type usually occurs in the tombs dated to the
end of Middle Geometric II — Late Geometric I);*
5) a fragmentary bird askos completely painted,
perhaps local;® 6) a tridacna shell valve imported

53  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
87-91, pls 92 (types K01 and K02) and 104-105, with
former bibliography on the chronological questions.

54  Coldstream 1995c, no 14, 204 and 206-207, fig. 4,
pl. 18.2.

55  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11868:
Jacopi 1929, 108, fig. 102, bottom-left corner. On the
KW/Spaghetti style aryballoi as chronological markers
cf. the cemetery of Pithekoussai: Ridgway 1992, 60-62;
Buchner and Ridgway 1993, 7.

56  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11869:
Jacopi 1929, 107-108, fig. 101, below at the centre; type
Gjerstad 1948, Bichrome IV Ware jug 7a, fig. 33.

57  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11870:
Jacopi 1929, 107-108, fig. 101, centre towards left.

58  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11871:
Jacopi 1929, 107-108, fig. 101, centre towards right.

59  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11872:
Jacopi 1929, 107 and 109, fig. 101, left of centre.
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Fig. 7-8. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum (inv. 11725), from the necropolis of lalysos, Tomb LIII (406). Euboean crater (720-700 BC),

H. 25.3 cm. Photo by the author, drawing by N. Sergio.

from the Red Sea;*® and 7) six bronze fibulae.!
The latest vase of this context, i.e. the Kreis und
Wellenband cup, establishes the chronology of the
burial to the beginning of Rhodian Late Geometric
II, ¢. 720-710 BC; on account of its debased style
the Euboean kotyle may be roughly contemporary.

Among the Euboean imports in the Tsambico plot,
the crater from tomb LIIT (406) stands out. Only
the pedestal is preserved (Fig. 7-8).

Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11725.
Shape: high pedestal of trumpet shape; lower
rounded edge, above it a rib. Decoration: the upper
part of the pedestal carries a deep, painted band;
under it three bands with decoration, between
groups of lines: in the upper one is a continuous
motif constituted of a thick vertical wavy line with
connecting S-tangents; in the middle band single
line of meander; in the lowest band vertical dashes,
attached alternatively to the upper and lower
bordering line. Clay: compact, brick-red core and
pink surface (Munsell: 7.5 YR 8/6; 2.5 YR 6/4);
white and black inclusions, and vacuoles; no mica
is visible. Paint: brown on creamy slip (also inside
the foot). Preservation: pedestal almost complete

60  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11873:
Jacopi 1929, 107 and 109, fig. 101 at the corner top right.
On the tridacna shells from the Red Sea, see Blinkenberg
1931, nos 551-562, cols. 42 and 175-182, fig. 22-23, pl. 17
and 19-21; Coulié and Philimonos-Tsopotou 2014, 82-
83, 208-209, no 36.

61 Inv. 11874, lost: Jacopi 1929, 107 and 109, fig. 101.

with a small part of the belly. Size: H. 25.3 cm;
lower Diam. 32 cm. Bibliography: Jacopi 1929, 89
and 91, fig. 81.

Tomb LIIT (406) belongs to the Late Geometric
II phase of the Tsambico plot and is a primary
cremation. Unfortunately, it was disturbed prior to
the excavation: its Late Geometric offerings were
confused with those from an overlying tomb dated
to the first half of the 6th century BC.%* To the Late
Geometric burial belongs a golden band with a
geometric decoration, probably a belt.®® The crater
does not show any sign of burning, thus suggesting
that it was not placed among the objects on the
funeral pyre, as was the norm for almost all the
other vases and artefacts from Ialysian cremations.
Therefore, it can be argued that the crater was a
grave-marker for the tomb and was perhaps used
in burial rituals.

The macroscopic analysis of the clay, the decoration
and the shape all support the hypothesis that it is a
Euboean import. This type of pedestal, decorated
with bands between lines, is well established in
the Late Geometric Euboean production: during
this phase Euboean pedestalled craters continue

62  'This confusion is demonstrated by the Excavation
Diaries dated 29 August 1927. To the later burial belong:
Inv. 11727, clay lebes (Jacopi 1929, 89, pl. 3); Inv. 11728,
Laconian black-painted amphora (Jacopi 1929, 89); Inv.
11729, Corinthian alabastron (Jacopi 1929, 89 and 93,
fig. 83); Inv. 11730, Ionian kylix of B2 type (Jacopi 1929,
89, pl. 1).

63 Inv. 11726: Jacopi 1929, 89 and 92, fig. 82.
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the tradition of the Middle Geometric II ones,
i.e. reflecting the Attic type II, though they show
a tendency to increase the height of the pedestal
and to enrich its decoration. A similar form is
seen on the crater from the Artemision of Delos,
attributed to the hand of the Cesnola Painter,
although it is in fact earlier.® Several craters from
the Late Geometric necropolis at Pithekoussai
show a comparable shape and organization of the
decoration in band/bands between groups of lines:
the closest parallels are local products, following
the Euboean tradition.®

The quality of the crater from Ialysos is made
evident by its rich decoration, the considerable
height (it had to be c. 65-70 cm tall) and the rib at
the base of the foot. Such a rib occurs earlier in the
two craters attributed to the Cesnola Painter, i.e.
the New York and the Delos ones.*”

On the Ialysos crater the main upper band is
decorated withapeculiaranduncommon ornament:
this motif occurs also both on the lip fragment
of a Euboean Late Geometric crater found in the
recent excavations of Cumae in Campania, under
my direction, and on the neck of a Late Geometric
amphora from the new excavations of Zagora on
Andros. This ornament is a mix of two motifs, often
found on Late Geometric Euboean pottery:

1) thick vertical bars with wavy interconnecting
tangents.®® This is already widespread in Euboean
Late Geometric I in the stylistic koiné of the Cesnola

64  On the evolution of the crater in Eretrian and
Euboean pottery, cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and
Léderrey 2008, 91-95.

65 Museum of Delos B 4209: Dugas and Rhomaios
1934, Group Bc no 8, 87, pl. 44; Gisler 1993-1994,
pl. 15-16a. On the Cesnola Painter and his koiné style,
see Coldstream 1971; Gisler 1993-1994; Kourou 1998;
Descceudres 2006-2007, 6-7; Aloupi and Kourou 2007,
289-294.

66 Compare especially Buchner and Ridgway 1993: Sp
1/5,697, pl. 235 and CCVI; T503, no 1a, 504, pls 148 and
CCIII; Sp 1/7, 698, pls 236-237 and CCVT; for a Euboean
import but with different shape, see S 1/9, 698, pl. 238.

67 New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Inv. 74.
51.965, from Kourion: Gisler 1993-1994, pls 1-2; Kourou
1998, fig. 1; Moore 2004, 79-84, pls 46-49. For the Delos
crater, see supra note 65.

68  See e.g. the following variations: Coldstream
1971, pl. 3d-e; Gisler 1993-1994, figs 14-15, pl. 15;
Andreiomenou 1975, pl. 59; Boardman 1980, no 314,
pl. 57; Andreiomenou 1981, pls 30, 43, 50.
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Workshop; it is of Attic origin.® It continues into
Euboean Late Geometric II.7°

2) an ornament with vertical thick wavy lines. This
is well established in Euboean pottery at the end of
the 8th century BC. It is especially common on large
amphoras with a broad neck, an ovoid body and a
tall conical pedestal: it demonstrates a predilection
for the foot and the neck.” Its appearance in the
second part of Euboean Late Geometric II is
illustrated by several amphoras found in Eretria’,
Letkandi” and Pithekoussai’. This decoration and
shape shows connections existing between Euboea,
the central Cyclades (‘Parian’) and Boeotia, in a
phase during which the Attic influence in Euboean
pottery has diminished.” In the local pottery of
Pithekoussai the ornament with vertical thick wavy
lines is seen on a Late Geometric I fragment of a
pedestal, possibly from a crater.” In Late Geometric
IT Pithekoussan pottery, another related ornament
decorates the shoulder of some oinochoai: oblique
wavy lines floating in the band.”

On the pedestal of the Ialysos example, the central
band is decorated by a single-line meander. This
ornament might, of course, be descended from
the long-established Euboean tradition of the
Atticizing meander that is in evidence from Middle
Geometric until Late Geometric, or it may also
reflect a new influence coming in from Attic Late
Geometric IL.7® However this single-line meander
is different from the more or less elaborate Middle

69 Coldstream 2003, 192 and 201; Verdan,
Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, no 177, 125,
pl. 42;n0 186, 125, pl. 44; Verdan 2013, no 193, 14, pl. 80.
70  Coldstream 1995a, nos 106-107, 264-265, pl. 31;
cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyfter, Léderrey 2008, no 122,
123, pl. 31 (Late Geometric I-II); no 297, 29, pl. 61 (Late
Geometric I-1I).

71  Coldstream 2008, 190; Coldstream 2003, 194-195.
72 Athens, National Archaeological Museum, Inv.
12856, ‘from Eretria: Coldstream 2008, 190, pl. 4le;
Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, no 355,
53, pl. 73; pl. 75B.

73 Boardman 1980, nos 315-316, 71, pl. 57.

74 Coldstream 1995a, no 105, 264-265, pl. 31.

75  Coldstream 2008, 178, 190 and 202; Descceudres
2006-2007, 5.

76  Buchner and Ridgway 1993, T503, no la, 504,
pl. 148 and CCIII (or amphora).

77  Buchner and Ridgway 1993, 399, 477, 550, T354
no 1, T474 no 1, T553 no.1, pls 129, 137 and 165.

78  Cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, 95.



Geometric- Late Geometric Atticizing ones: it thus
may reflect an ornament introduced from Corinth.
Indeed, it has been suggested that the Thapsos class
of ceramics could have influenced contemporary
Eretrian pottery.” Coldstream believes that in
contemporary Boeotian pottery the single-line
meander together with other ornaments may have
been absorbed from the stock range of the Thapsos
class.® This influence may go back earlier than the
end of the 8th century BC, back to the Corinthian
Late Geometric phase of the Thapsos class: for
example, in Pithekoussai, a burial of the end of
Late Geometric I (750-720 BC) contains a lekythos
of the Corinthian conical type, but probably of
local production, on whose shoulder is drawn a
single-line meander.*'

On the Ialysos crater the lowest band is decorated
by vertical dashes, alternatingly pendent and
upright. Late Geometric Euboean pottery makes
use of this ornament,*> which goes back to the
Middle Geometric tradition.®

Therefore, this monumental Euboean crater,
probably used as grave-marker on tomb LIII (406),
should be dated c. 720-700 BC. The closest parallels
for the shape and the organization of decoration
of the pedestal are Pithekoussan craters, which
are inspired by contemporary styles from the
motherland. Its decoration shows a style no longer
under Attic influence, but one that combines earlier
motifs with new trends, demonstrating connections
with other regions, such as Boeotia and Corinth.
In the Tsambico plot the burial offerings of
the earliest tombs, from the end of Middle
Geometric II - Late Geometric I, include also five

79  Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
95; cf. no 330, 130, pl. 67.

80 See Coldstream 2008, 209, notes 7-8; Hampe 1936,
no V11,23, pl. 21c and no V4, 21, pl. 18d; this ornament
continues in the Orientalizing vases: cf. Hampe 1936.
On the single-line meander in the Thapsos class, see e.g.
Neeft 1981, figs 2 and 5: craters and skyphoi where the
single-line meander is drawn on the main panel or on
ancillary bands.

81 Buchner and Ridgway 1993, T161, no 4, 204, pl. 63.
For this type, cf. Coldstream 2008, 101, pl. 19d.

82  Cf. Boardman 1980, 71, no 297, pl. 56; Boardman
1952, 6-7, no 16, pl. 2; Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and
Léderrey 2008, 127, no 230, pl. 50 (Late Geometric I-II);
129, no 303, pl. 62.

83 In the Eretrian pottery, cf. Verdan, Kenzelmann
Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008, no 37, 197, pl. 13 (Middle
Geometric IT - beginning of Late Geometric I).
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black skyphoi.®* Macroscopic inspection suggests
that the bulk of said black skyphoi comprises local
productions, though I am inclined to recognize a
Euboean fabric in at least one item, whose surface
is burnt: Inv. 11644, coming from the above-
mentioned Tomb L (390) of the end of Middle
Geometric I1.¥ Along with this/these example/s
from Ialysos, d’Agostino has recognized as possibly
Euboean a black skyphos found in a grave in
Cameiros, dating to about the middle of the 8th
century BC.* According to him, the black skyphos
from Tomb M in Exochi might also be an import:
the vase was restored in antiquity,*” as is the case
also for this Ialysian example, Inv. 11644.

MORE EUBOEAN IMPORTS TO RHODES AND
RHODIAN ONES TO EUBOEA

Among the Euboean imports in Ialysos are also
two high-quality Late Geometric figured craters.
One of them, just recently published, is from an
unknown context excavated by the Italians: the
central panel on both sides of the vase depicts a
helmeted warrior covered by the Dipylon shield:
he holds a pair of spears and leads by his side a
couple of horses.® T suggest a Euboean fabric too
for the fragment of another crater from the votive
deposit of the Athena sanctuary on the acropolis
of Talysos, now on display in the new exhibition of
the Archaeological Museum of Rhodes: the figured
panel represents two mounted horsemen with
helmets and oval shields, and a helmeted archer
on foot®. These two craters confirm that high level
Euboean pottery was imported to Ialysos: products
of the Cesnola workshop milieu and its followers;

84 1) Cf. infra note 85. 2)-3) Rhodes, Archaeological
Museum, Inv. 11688 and 11689, Tomb 401 (CXI):
Jacopi 1929, 138 (Late Geometric I). 4)-5) Rhodes,
Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11690 and 11691, Tomb
402 (CXII): Jacopi 1929, 138 (Late Geometric I).

85  Jacopi 1929, 84.

86 Tomb 82, close to the temple A: Jacopi 1932-1933,
194-195, no 3, fig. 232; d'Agostino 2006, 61; Coulié and
Philimonos-Tsopotou 2014, 245, no 82-1.

87  Johansen 1957, 46, 49, no M3, fig. 106; dAgostino
2006, 63.

88  Patsiada, in Coulié and Philimonos-Tsopotou
2014, 246; cf. Kourou 2014, 83.

89  Rizzo 2007, 35, fig. 3, who considers it of Rhodian
fabric.
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these display decoration that relates to the owning
of horses that typified their warrior elites.”

This tally of Euboean imports to Rhodes could be
increased, probably significantly, by the reappraisal
of vases found in the old excavations, such as
Exochi and Lindos: chevron and black skyphoi
await fresh appraisal to establish if they might be
from Euboea or to belong to other regions which
produced them too.

The relationship between Euboea and Rhodes
during the Geometric period needs to be
approached from the other side too, i.e. what
Rhodian imports made it to Euboea and to the
Euboean colonies. This is a complex and substantial
matter: one should, on the one hand, make a survey
of the distribution of the KW aryballoi in Euboea
and Euboean colonies; and, on the other, the
question needs to be faced as to which East-Greek
region is responsible for the main production of the
bird kotylai, whose most famous exempla are the
Nestor’s Cup from Pithekoussai and its inscribed
‘twin’ found in Eretria.”’ I support the theory which
attributes most of their production to North Ionia.*
I mention here but a single interesting case: from
an Middle Geometric II - early Late Geometric I
pit in the sanctuary of Apollo Daphnephoros at
Eretria comes the fragment of the neck and mouth
of a jug, which has been perceptively identified
by the editors as an East Greek imitation of the
Cypriote jugs with ribbed neck: an item assuredly
produced in the Dodecanese, either on Kos or on
Rhodes.” The latter island and especially Ialysos
might be a good candidate as the description of its
clay as fine, soapy and pink-beige in colour could
be that of the common Ialysian clay. For example,
a quite close parallel in shape and decoration is
the above-mentioned lekythos Inv. 11647 from
Late Geometric I Tomb LI (393).”* The interest of
this find lies first in its type, which is not usually
exported outside Rhodes and Kos, and then in its

90  On the Euboean horse mastership, cf. now Simon
and Verdan 2014.

91  Buchner and Ridgway 1993, T. 168.9, 219, 743-
759, pls CXXVI-CXXVIII, 72-73; Johnston and
Andreiomenou 1989.

92 Kerschner, in Akurgal, Kerschner, Mommsen and
Niemeier 2002, 63-92, 97-99; cf. Coldstream 2008, 478-
479.

93 Verdan, Kenzelmann Pfyffer and Léderrey 2008,
no 68, 120, pl. 20.

94  See supra note 18.
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early date, as perfume vases produced on Rhodes
are not usually traded before Late Geometric
II, when the mass production of the Kreis und
Wellenband aryballoi start.

RHODES IN THE CYPRO-PHOENICIAN AND
EUBOEAN NETWORKS

These Euboean imports to Rhodes all concern
bowls and craters for the consumption of wine by
the elites. Their number and high quality confirm
the picture that in the Geometric period Rhodes
was a focal point along the maritime routes linking
Euboea with Cyprus and the Levant, as it is also
well supported by many Euboean vases of the
sorts found in Cypriote and Levantine sites.” Our
evidence of Euboean pottery on Rhodes centres on
the period of 750-700 BC, but the lack of earlier
evidence may simply reflect the very few known
archaeological contexts on the island belonging to
Late Protogeometric-Middle GeometricII.* Indeed
this lacuna might be filled by a reappraisal of vases
from former excavations. This could be so in the
case for two fragments of a (?) pendent-semicircle
skyphos found in the recent Greek excavations in
the Koukkia plot of the necropolis of Ialysos: it
relates to the canonical type of pendent-semicircle
skyphos, which is different from the Rhodian
lipless variant, having a single group or two distinct
groups of pendent semicircles.” Furthermore, it
is possible that several fine Late Protogeometric,
Middle Geometric and Late Geometric Ib Attic
vases,” as well as a kantharos in the style of Attic

95  See especially Coldstream 1987; Coldstream
1995b; Coldstream 1995¢; Karageorghis 2002, 143-
173; Flourentzos 2004, 213-214 and 227-228, pls 11-12;
Coldstream and Bikai 1988; Boardman 1990; Boardman
2002; Luke 2003; Lemos 2004, 228-229; Descceudres
2006-2007; Kourou 2012.

96  Cf. dAgostino 2006.

97  Grigoriadou, Giannikouri and Marketou 2001, 395,
fig. 45; cf. Kourou 2014, 80-81, note 28. For the Rhodian
type, see three items: two from Cameiros (Inv. 14084-
14085: Jacopi 1932-1933,191-192, no 3, fig. 227) and one
from Vati in the Lindian territory (Papachristodoulou
1983, 14, fig. 4).

98  Cf.: 1) the fragment of a Late Protogeometric
Attic circle skyphos from Cameiros: Couli¢é and
Philimonos-Tsopotou 2014, no 79, 244, fig. top right.
2) the Attic amphora from a tomb from Ialysos,
Laghos plot, dated at the turn of Middle Geometric
I and II: Grigoriadhou, Giannikouri and Marketou
2001, 392, no 1, fig. 41a; cf. dAgostino 2006, 60. 3)-4)



Late Geometric Ib and considered as Cycladic,”
and all coming from Rhodian contexts, might imply
an indirect trade-route through the Euboean and
Cypriote networks.'” As Kourou has suggested,
the Subprotogeometric style which characterizes
Rhodian pottery during the Early Geometric
and Middle Geometric phases might reflect a
privileged link the island enjoyed with Euboea,
combined with the prevalent Cypriote influences
and some Attic ones.'"

On Rhodes the complementary aspect is the
wealth of Levantine and Cypriote imports and
imitations, which show an articulated system
of relationships with Cyprus and the Levant.'”
According to Coldstream, the great number of
imitations of Cypriote and Phoenician perfume
flasks in Ialysian ceramics leads inexorably to the
hypothesis that local production of perfumes of
Cypriote and Phoenician character begun in Ialysos
under the influence of Phoenician immigrants.'®
In the context of this general view, Kourou has
convincingly argued, on the one hand, for the
crucial role of Cyprus in the system of relationships
between the Eastern Mediterranean and Rhodes;
whilst on the other, she has illustrated how a close
Cypro-Phoenician connection existed, which
impacted upon Early Iron Age Rhodes.'*

The beginning of the local production of the Kreis

two Middle Geometric II Attic skyphoi from Tomb
83, close to the temple A of Cameiros: Jacopi 1932-
1933, 201, figs 240-241; d’Agostino 2006, 61; Coulié
and Philimonos-Tsopotou 2014, no 80, 244. 5) Late
Geometric Ib kantharos from T. LVI (414): Rhodes,
Archaeological Museum, Inv. 11747: Jacopi 1929, 96
and 98, fig. 91; it has been attributed to Attic fabric
by Kourou (2014, 82-83, note 40), while Coldstream
(2008, 286, note 1, cf. pl. 10c) considered it as a Cycladic
product following the style of Attic Late Geometric Ib;
this kantharos is an ‘antique’ because tomb LVI (414)
may be assigned to Late Geometric II.

99  From Ialysos, Tomb 51 Marmaro: Rhodes,
Archaeological Museum, Inv. 15579: Laurenzi 1936,
173, fig. 161, bottom row, no 3. It is considered of
Cycladic fabric both by Coldstream (2008, 286, note 1)
and Kourou (2014, 82-83, note 41).

100 Cf. Kourou 2014, 83.
101  Kourou 2014, 83.

102 Cf. especially Coldstream 1998; Kourou 2003;
Kourou 2004; Karetsou and Stampolidis 1998; Kourou
2014.

103 Coldstream 1969; Coldstream 1998.
104 Kourou 2003; Kourou 2014, 81-88.
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und Wellenband aryballoi in Late Geometric II is
a qualitative leap in the Rhodian and especially
Talysian fabrics of perfume-containers:'® they
were traded all around the Mediterranean Sea.
It is clear that during this earliest phase most
of them were handled within the Euboean and
Cypro-Phoenician networks. The Rhodian/
Ialysian perfumes, bottled in the KW aryballoi,
became the commercial alternative to the massive
phenomenon of Corinthian perfumes traded in the
Early Protocorinthian aryballoi.'® The commercial
competition between the two groups is well
illustrated, to refer to but one well-known case, by
the high numbers of both classes of aryballoi in the
Pithekoussan necropolis of Late Geometric II.

The question we must ask is whether during the
Geometric period, which sees the Euboeans and
the Phoenicians as the main protagonists in this
maritime complex,'”” some Rhodians on their own
ships might have also made moves towards the
Eastern Mediterranean, the Aegean and the West.
This takes us back to the vexata quaestio on the
traditions relating to early Rhodian shipping and
colonization to the West. According to Strabo (XIV,
2,10 C 654), this activity would go back to a period
before the beginning of the Olympic Games.'*®
From the available archaeological picture, this
tradition is not confirmed: rather the qualitative
leap of Rhodian native enterprise has to be put at
the beginning of the 7th century BC, the time of the
foundations of Gela in Sicily (689/688 BC) and of
Phaselis in Lycia (691/690 BC).'%

Euboean imports on Rhodes come to an end at
¢. 700 BC, just as in many other sites connected
with the Euboean network of the Protogeometric
and Geometric periods.'*° Phoenician and Cypriote
imports to the island, as well as local imitations of

105  On the KW aryballoi, see Johansen 1957, esp.
155-161; Coldstream 1969, 3-4; Coldstream 1998, 256-
259; Coldstream 2008, 276; Bourogiannis 2009, 120.

106 D’Acunto 2012, 200-215.

107 On the Euboean and Phoenician network along
the Mediterranean Sea, see Coldstream 1998; Kourou
2008; Kourou 2015.

108  On this topic, see recently Marton 1997.

109  For a synthesis on Rhodian colonization and
trade, see D’Acunto 2015, with bibliography.

110 For a survey of Euboean pottery abroad, see
Descoeudres 2006-2007: fig. 4; table 5 shows the
distribution of Euboean pottery during the 7th century,
including a number of pieces dated to around 700 BC,
cf. note 2.
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them, continue on the other hand throughout the
7th century and well into the 6th century BC. They
are accompanied by the imports from a broad range
of Greek regions and from Egypt, caught up in the
wider framework of the trade systems established
by the East Greek cities, in which process Rhodes is
closely involved.""" But this is another story...
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