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The collection of Gandharan art from the residence of the Malakand 
Political Agent in Malakand District, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, 
Pakistan, consists of fifty-three sculptures collected between 1895 
and the early 1930s still on display in the house garden (Figure 6.1). 
These Buddhist sculptures were virtually unknown to the public until 
a recent documentation project was carried out by Dr. Luca Maria 
Olivieri, director of the Italian Archaeological Mission in Pakistan.' 
An analysis of the newly recovered colonial correspondence preserved 
in the agency illuminates the history of the Malakand collection as 
well as the processes by which early collections of Gandharan art, now 
in Indian and Pakistani museums, were formed. 

The sculptures from the Malakand Political House were re-discovered 
in the summer of 2008 by Luca Maria Olivieri who was invited by 
Arshad Khan, the then District Coordinator Officer - Commandant 
Malakand Levies, to assess the historical relevance of all archival and 
archaeological material kept in that office since its establishment. 
A total of about 600 archival folders dating between 1895 and 1947 
were reviewed, containing a variety of documents .shedding light on 
the modern history of the region with references to colonial political 
matters. Three folders providing information on surveys and archaeo­
logical explorations conducted in Swat prior to the year of partition 
of British India, as well as letters referring to visits by personalities 
and diaries of political agents with immediate bearings on the his­
tory of collecting, were analyzed by Olivieri in a volume entitled Sir 
Aurel Stein and the Lord of the Marches2; the book also includes a 
catalogue of the Gandharan sculptural fragments from the Malakand 
House completed by the present author.3 These pieces have been dam­
aged by prolonged weather exposure and by defacement, yet they are 
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