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Abstract

In this paper, I critically engage with some poems from Falguni Ray’s
collection Television of a Rotten Soul (1973). Falguni (1945-1981) was a
cult figure in the Hungry Generation movement, the group of shocking
and rebellious Bengali poets who were sentenced for obscenity in their
writings. In many ways, Falguni is perhaps the best representative of the
alienation and anxiety of postmodernity which stood behind the symbolic
violence and perversion of this avantgarde movement’s language.

Unemployed, alcohol-addicted and cirrhotic, Falguni died
prematurely at the age of 36. In his poems, he has revealed the urgency
and depravity of his sexuality, as well as the uneasiness with the dominant
views and norms of Bengali society, only to expose the crisis of traditional
social values and morality in India’s shaping consumer culture. Some of
his thoughts on language and heredity can be read as an anticipation of
concerns that are typical of later postcolonial critique: with an always
ironic tone, he harshly criticizes universal truths, especially targeting the
sphere of (Western) scientific theories and their impact on individual
experience.

In the same direction goes the poet’s conflictual relationship with
his body: his male body and his Bengali language, always in the liminal
space of transgression and re-coding, are the focus of his postcolonial
interrogation. Through these, the poet wanted to re-write the standard
meanings of his ‘Bengali language and culture’, what the Hungryalists
wanted to renew and revive, by making fun of hegemonic discourses
on sex, caste, class and race that were captured during the 1960s in the
Bengali middle-class.
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