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4. Macrophase 7: A Hiina sealing (E. lori, M. Minardj)
The cretula BKG 5111

The small cretula (I. 3; w. 1.3; t. 0.9) was found during the excavation carried out in 2019 in BKG 13, in one room
(BKG 216) of the settlement developing on the slope of the hill before the construction of Temple 2 (Macrophase 8b;
Fig. 1). Together with the cretula, we found two small and rounded cups with disk base (Red Ware) and one miniature
elongated cup on foot base — in other words, common pottery types. However, in the coeval stratigraphy of the adjacent
room we found fragments of two dishes in fine Red Ware with a stamp on the inner bottom, one of which bore a
flower with large petals somehow recalling the stamped pottery of the Begram III horizon (Fig. 2; Kuwayama 1991).
Radiocarbon dates from this structural phase gave the result of fifth to early century CE (DSH9632_CH: 1= 488-533
AD 67%; 20= 410-536 AD 100%), thus pointing to the Hiina period (Macrophase 7a). The cretula bears the stamp of
an oval seal (an intaglio gem) with a slightly concave engraved face (1.4 cm long). Two birds — clearly roosters with
their prominent crests and feathering — are represented in a heraldic arrangement. The sealing, which was shaped by
hand, has an elongated shape and features a small hole without an outlet on its left narrower extremity, which was
originally used to hold some sort of binding.

Comparanda

By the mid-sixth century BCE, the iconography of cock fighting had already been standardised in Greece. In most of
the cases, the rooster was depicted in relation to its martial aspect and sexual prowess, positioning it between Ares and
Aphrodite." The multifaceted symbolism associated with the rooster was also manifest in Central Asia and India. The
bird is closely associated with the Iranian deity Srosh, whose connection to it is well-known (Cumont 1942; Panaino
2015), but also to the Indian god Mahasena. The Rabatak inscription explicitly correlate two deities associated with the
rooster, saying that Srosh ‘is (also) called Mahasena’ (Sims-Williams 2004). Mahasena is a warrior god, sometimes
considered a son of Shiva. Iconographically, he is portrayed on the coins of Huvishka as an Iranian god; his attributes
include a sword and a staff surmounted by a rooster — which symbolises the agitation of young warriors. For Srosh, the
rooster awakens the faithful and calls them to the morning prayer.

The Kushan depiction of this and related deities most likely played on the double meaning of the symbol (Grenet,
Minardi 2021: 158). A cock standing on the outstretched hand of Karttikeya or on a shield also appears on seals from
the Kushan period (Callieri 1997: Cats 7.2, U 7.6, U 7.7), while cocks surmounting two staffs are featured on seals
depicting ‘Gayomard’ (Callieri 1997: Cats 2.1). In the coinage of the Yaudheya, the rooster, an attribute of (Skanda-
Kumara) Karttikeya, is also quite recognisable, especially in the later issues of the group (which are post-Kushan
according to Allan 1936).

The motif of two cocks fighting — whether visually evident from their attacking positions'* or merely implied by a
heraldic arrangement, as in this case — was one of the recurrent themes in Greek art. Pairs of affronted, non-fighting
roosters were already used as imagery for seals in Elam (e.g., Amiet 1972, Neo-Elamite seal no. 2128 from Susa). In
Persia, the examples of seals depicting cock fighting are part of the repertory in the *Greco-Persian style’ group.' In
Central Asia, the specific motif of cock fighting occurs from Dalverzin-tepe (first to second century CE; Manassero

'® For an analysis of these themes and relevant literature, see Csapo 1993a; 1993b; 2006. This bird was also a liminal creature: on its role in
Greek transition rites, see also Paladino 1986; Huysecom-Haxhi 2015.

' E.g. the gold scabbard of an akinakes from Tolstaya Mogila, a fourth-century BCE, a specimen of Eastern Greek craftsmanship found in
the Scythian West, which depicts two affronted roosters fighting in accordance with the Greek iconographic standard (Piotrovsky 1986: nos
150-154).

' Boardman 2001: 309-310, no. 861; 315, fig. 291. For the symbolism of the rooster in the Iranian world and its relationship with
therianthropic rooster-human beings and fire in Zoroastrianism, see Grenet, Minardi 2021; Minardi 2021 with references.
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2005: fig. 15) to Begram (ibid.: fig. 16). In these examples, the tense, stretched-out neck position of the birds clearly

suggests Greek models. Isolated roosters also appear to have been widely used.'™

The closest iconographical and chronological comparison with this ‘Hiina seal’ with facing roosters comes from the
terracotta tiles covering the floor of the apsidal temple of Harwan in Kashmir, dated approximately to the fifth to sixth
century CE (Ram Chandra 1991 [1933]: 105-111). Among the numerous motifs, which also include the single rooster
within medallions, the image of two roosters in heraldic arrangement, with their head slightly tilted down and fighting
over a lotus bud, is quite recurrent (e.g. Ram Chandra 1991 [1933]: pl. XXX.21).

Fig. 1 - BKG 5111

[Fig. 1 - BKG 5111] Figs 2 — Ceramics from Trench BKG 13: BKG 5099, BKG
5098

"% E.g. Begram (Manassero 2005, fig. 3); and Indian bone comb with an incision represents a rooster on one of its sides from at Kampyr-

tepe (Reveladze 2000: 132, fig. 2, b). For further example and references, see Minardi 2021.
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