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CHAPTER1

Notes on the Italian Community in post-World War Il Ethiopia
Gianfrancesco Lusini

Translated by
Mirella Daniel

When on February 6, 1961 Africa Hall (?A%éh
8¢ Yiafrika Addaras), which is still today the
permanent seat of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa (UNECA), was inaugurat-
ed, twenty years had passed from the moment in
which Ethiopia had officially regained its sover-
eignty. The five years of Italian occupation, in fact,
came to an end with the return of the Ethiopian
emperor in the capital of his country on May 5,
1941 deliberately coinciding with the fifth anni-
versary of the entrance of General Pietro Badoglio
in Addis Ababa on May 5, 1936, heading his oc-
cupying and temporarily victorious army. Histo-
ry had taken its course attributing, as always, its
rights and wrongs. The events in Ethiopia emerged
as a substantial factor in the developments that led
to the defeat of the Axis forces.

In this general scenario, well known and researched
by generations of historians intent on reconstruct-
ing the events of war and diplomacy, numerous
smaller narratives emerge, often storylines so small
that they escape observation even under the lens of
the most attentive researcher. We are speaking of
tens of thousands of Italians who for three genera-
tions had migrated to Ethiopia together with their
hopes, skills, and their willingness to work for the
growth of the country. Women and men who had
contributed—albeit within the context of privileg-
es guaranteed by colonial laws—to the construc-
tion of infrastructure, to the development of busi-
ness, to the modernizing of agriculture, and to the
creation of new services not merely in the capital
but in every corner of the country. In the matter of
a few days, they suddenly found themselves facing
an existential dilemma: leave and lose everything or
stay and face the unknown.

In order to understand what happened during the
twenty years culminating with the celebration of
February 5, 1961, it is necessary to go back to May
5 of twenty years before, to the re-enthronement
of Haile Selassie (Hayli Sallase) when he expressed
his ideas, wishing to make them known in Ethiopia
and abroad, with a speech that contained also a plan
concerning relations with the Italians:

Today is the day when our enemy has been
defeated and has fallen. Today for all of us is
the day of the happiness we have gained by
the grace of the Lord. Today for all of us there
cant be anything but rejoicing in the spirit of
Christ. Let us not repay evil with evil! Don’t
undertake acts of cruelty and violence in the
way the enemy did! Don’t try to behave in a
manner that spoils the good name of Ethiopia,
for our enemy is guilty of what happened.*!

We could evaluate these words merely on an ethical
plane, as an expression of the religious sensibility of
the Ethiopian sovereign, educated in the study of the
Gospel, but in this way, we would fail to grasp the
implications of the political thought of Haile Selassie.

The day after May 5, 1941, Ethiopia became a coun-
try freed from the presence of the occupier, but it
was facing a future with a long series of problems. Its
position in the international arena did not guarantee
its due respect, bearing in mind the continental con-
text in which African countries were still for the most
part subject to the control of Britain and France.
Steering the ship of his country, while the war in Eu-
rope was still waging, was the major concern of the
Ethiopian sovereign and not merely a direct interest
in reinforcing his personal power. In fact, following
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the thread of his original political agenda, which he
pursued since his initial enthronement and before
the war unleashed by fascist Italy, Haile Selassie be-
lieved in the modernization of Ethiopia and all of
Africa. With political intelligence, he questioned the
modalities of this process and the possible partners
who could contribute to its realization.

Part of this scenario was the destiny of the thousands
of Ttalians who had believed in a life project based on
their immigration to Africa. They were laborers and
technicians, artisans and office employees who were
waiting to understand which direction to take with-
in the framework of this radically changed political
situation. Most of them chose the path of repatria-
tion driven not only by evaluating their opportuni-
ties, but also by hasty instructions emanating from
the new administrators. The English authorities,
who occupied the capital from April 6, 1941, made
no qualms about their intention to reduce both the
social fabric of Italians living in Ethiopia and the
bulk of economic activity in play. In December of
the same year, a repatriation was organized involving
the overwhelming majority of no less than twenty
thousand Italians present in Addis Ababa.

There is some doubt about the true number of those
who decided or were authorized to remain. Most
probably the question was an object of friction and
generated several positions. Understandbly, the En-
glish point of view was to limit as far as possible the
presence of Italian civilians in Africa (Ethiopia, but
also Eritrea and Somalia) because they belonged to
an enemy country and hostile regime. The sovereign
and many of his most trusted counselors were of a
different opinion. For Haile Selassie, openly sup-
porting an effort to maintain a significant Italian
presence not only weighed against the desire of the
English to condition the Ethiopian decision regard-
ing international relations, but also opened up the
opportunity to fuel sectors of the economy based on
professions and skills otherwise unavailable, from
construction to transport, from medical care to pro-
duction and distribution of hydroelectric energy.

In several memoir style publications one can read
that under the British Administration, no more than
500 Italians were authorized to remain in Ethiopia.
This information cannot be confirmed by any of-
ficial documentation and seems to be the result of
a downward estimate. It is more probable that the
influence in the court, on the part of those who rec-
ognized the role played by Italians in Ethiopian soci-

Historical Context

ety, oriented the emperor himself toward a de facto
attitude that was more indulgent toward the ex-en-
emy. Contributing to the development of the myth
of the “Cinquecento d’Etiopia” (the 500 of Ethio-
pia) was the memory of the fate of another group
of 500 Italians who had left a mark in Eritrea at the
end of the nineteenth century, i.e. the components
of the military column annihilated in the famously
sad battle by the troops of Ras Alula at Dogali on
January 26, 1887.

The Peace Treaty between Italy and the Allied forc-
es signed in Paris on February 10, 1947 ruled only
on questions pertinent to the transfer of territories
and to war reparations between the victorious and
the defeated of the worldwide conflict. The matter
of the substantial presence of Italian workers, tech-
nicians, and artisans in Ethiopia was not included
in the decision-making of the peace conference
which took place in the French capital from July 29
until October 15, 1946. From this point of view,
one can only imagine the sense of solitude that the
Italians still residing in Ethiopia must have felt, torn
between the sense of responsibility toward the past
and the great uncertainty of the future. However,
surprisingly, year after year the value of the impact
of their activities grew and consolidated, nourished
by a vibrant social life freed from the restraints of a
colonial past and favored by the intelligence of the
Ethiopian government.

About ten years later, on June 15, 1956, an agreement
was reached between Italy and Ethiopia “for the reg-
ulation of economic and financial questions,” finally
furnishing a frame of reference for intense bilateral
relations hinged on the activities of many Italian
families in Ethiopia. For years, these Italian families
had been constructing a rich and dynamic network
of productivity not only in the sectors in which Ital-
ians had traditionally and consistently been present,
but also in the new industrial activities required by
the agenda of development in this African country.
Their resilience, favored in primis by the emperor
and the people of Ethiopia who had prevented the
phenomena of “collective revenge,” had thus allowed
them to recreate a social and economic fabric which
contributed to the promotion of Ethiopian growth.

In particular, the Italian community of Addis Aba-
ba, who benefited from the contribution of hun-
dreds of compatriots immigrating from Eritrea and
from an ever more benevolent attitude on the part
of the Ethiopian ruling class, continued to develop
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CHAPTER1

Right

“I giornali sono arrivati
(newspapers have
arrived)’ reads the notice
in the newsagent’s
window, alerting the
Italian diaspora living in
Addis Ababa in April 1966
to the arrival of news
from home.

a more modern social structure, becoming a refer-
ence point for the economy of this African country
with surprising rapidity. Italians interpreted their
presence in Africa as an expression of the collec-
tive need to construct a new alternative identity as
opposed to their old identity which was based on
the project of political colonialism. People such as
these were involved in activities which by now were
highly qualified and in which the enterprising, in-
dustrial, professional, and commercial components
had become a factor of development for an African
country on the path of modernization.

In the Italian seat of government in Rome, the aware-
ness of the importance of these processes grew and
gradually became more imposing, finally giving con-
crete and long-lasting results. Reference is primarily
made to the founding, in 1954, of the school “Gal-
ileo Galilei,” which underscores the central impor-
tance of education in the post-colonial relationship
between the two countries. Unsurprisingly, in 1970
Arturo Mezzédimi, one of the major exponents of
Italian creativity and work in Ethiopia after World
War 11, was commissioned to design the complex
which also includes the Italian Cultural Institute of
Addis Ababa. Up until today this complex, which
is the largest Italian school abroad, remains an emi-
nent example of Italian architecture in the Ethiopian
capital, a multifunctional center which, over time,
has become a place of aggregation, education, and
culture for generations of Italians and Ethiopians.

The construction of Africa Hall, with the decisive
contribution of the company Luigi Varnero and of
contractor Luigi Elmi for its extension in 1971-
1976, marks the culmination of this particular and
fortunate collective itinerary, showing that the times
were ripe for the consolidating of a new phase of
bilateral relations. It is important to underline that
Italian labor in Ethiopia was an essential component
of the process with which a climate of reciprocal
trust was re-established between Italy, the country
that only twenty years before had brought lethal
weapons and occupying troops into Africa, and the
Ethiopian people and its governing body, which was
both the last to fall under the yoke of European co-
lonial oppression and the first to liberate itself. The
images of the architect Mezzeédimi and the emperor,
who together inspected the construction site of Af-
rica Hall, supervising the various phases of building,
express emblematically the role—be it diplomatic,
practical, or decisive—that Italian labor performed
in Ethiopia in the years between 1941 and 1974.

Historical Context
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The cultural and
commercial district

of Arada Piazza has
been at the crossroads
of cultures since the
foundation of Addis

Ababa. The Italian
resident community
shared its customs
and traditions here,
including those of
gastronomy.
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Historical Context
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A new structure
emerges for an office
tower commissioned

by the Haile Selassie |
Foundation to the Italian
contractor Ugolotti & Co.
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CHAPTER1

Construction sites
emerged throughout
Addis Ababain the
1960s. Mezzedimi
reflected in later life
how the combination
of the drive, ability,

and imagination of

the Italian community
and the talent for
specialization and the
efficiency of local labor
were instrumental in the
success of this period.

14—

A building site of the
Italian contractor
Mantelli in Addis Ababa
in November 1966.
“Italians are the only
ones who reinvest their
profitsin the country

Historical Context

and have demonstrated,
of all Westerners, to

be the best suited to
collaborating and living
alongside Ethiopians,”*
confided Emperor Haile
Selassie to Mezzedimi.
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CHAPTER 1 Historical Context

End of lessons at the
Italian School of Addis
Ababa. Established

in 1956, the institute
offered its curriculum
in both Amharic and
Italian languages and
was expanded into a
new school and cultural
centerin 1974.
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CHAPTER1

Perspective drawing
and photograph of the
new ltalian School and
Cultural Institute of
Addis Ababa designed

by Mezzedimi(1971-74).
The institute remains

the largest state school
of Italy abroad and has
educated thousands of

LR
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A

Ethiopian and Italian
students, contributing

to the enrichment and
cultural awareness of the
two communities.
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CHAPTER1

The Italian communities
of Ethiopia and Eritrea
were deeply intertwined,
with many Italians running
business activities in

both countries. Social
gatherings reminiscent
of mainland Italy reqularly
took place in Asmara

and Addis Ababa.

The Italian Club of Asmara
had been a center of
aggregation for decades,
while the Juventus club
of Addis Ababa, founded

Historical Context

in the early 1950s, hosted
all types of activities from
weddings to graduations,
and post-work gatherings
to bingo nights.
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CHAPTER1

The Italian Industrial
Exhibition was held in
February 1968 in Mesqel
Square, Addis Ababa, to
enhance the economic
relations between

Ethiopia and Italy and
displaying various
industrial sectors by
companies such as
Banco di Roma, Olivetti,
Fiat, and SAME.

Historical Context

Ethiopian women
working at the ltalian
Industrial Exhibition
take a break from

their duties, enjoying a
conversation in the sun.
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NOTE ON ETHIOPIAN NAMES AND TITLES

This book follows the naming convention whereby Ethiopians are identified by
their first name alone, or by their first name followed by their father’s first name.

For example, Afewerk Tekle is referred to either as “Afewerk” alone or as

“Afewerk Tekle.” During his lifetime, he was primarily known by his first name
and in later life also acquired the honorific epithets “Maitre Artist World Laureate”
or “Maitre Artist Laureate.”

In general, Ethiopian names are often accompanied by honorific titles.
In this book, the following ones appear:

Ato (Ato): Mr

Woizero (Wiiyziro): Mis, Lady

Dejazmach (Diggazmact): Count, Commander

Lij (Lsg): Prince, male descendent of a noble or high-ranking family
Ras (Ras): Duke, Head (the highest rank below a Negus)

Negus (Nogus): King

Negusa Negast (Nagusi Négist): King of Kings, Emperor

ENDNOTES

oo

gl SN

12.
13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.

24.
25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

— O

Eleanor Roosevelt, «My Day, October 30, 1950,» The Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Digital Edition (2017), accessed 7/22/2024, hetps://
www2.gwu.edu/~erpapers/myday/displaydoc.cfm?_y=1950&_f=md001739.

Eleanor Roosevelt, <My Day, February 8, 1946,» The Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Digital Edition (2017), accessed 7/22/2024, https://
www2.gwu.edu/ ~erpapers/myday/displaydoc.cfm?_y=1946&_f=md000257.

Chloé Maurel, Les Grands Discours A L'ONU: De Harry Truman & Greta Thunberg (Editions du Croquant, 2024).

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) was later renamed Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP) and the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) later evolved into the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Amzat Boukari-Yabara, Africa Unite!: Une bistoire du panafricanisme (Editions La Découverte, 2014).

A detailed description of the United Nations headquarters conceived in the early decades of the organization’s life is provided in
Edward Denison’s essay in Chapter 2.

Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855—1974 (James Currey, 1991).

Michael A. Gomez, Reversing Sail: A History of the African Diaspora (Cambridge University Press, 2005).

«The Lion is Freed,» TIME Magazine, September 8, 1975.

S.K.B. Asante, Pan-African Protest: West Africa and the Italo-Ethiopian Crisis, 1934-41 (Longman, 1977).

Giulia Bonacci, «The Ethiopian World Federation: A Pan-African Organisation among the Rastafari in Jamaica.» Caribbean
Quarterly 59, no. 2 (2013): 73-95.

Gomez, Reversing Sail: A History of the African Diaspora.

Marie Huber, Developing Heritage — Developing Countries: Ethiopian Nation-Building and the Origins of UNESCO World Heritage,
1960-1980 (De Gruyter, 2020).

Economic Commission for Africa, ECA—G60 Years in Step with African Developmenr 1958—-2018 (Addis Ababa: United Nations,
2019).

Jerry Funk, Life Is an Excellent Adventure: An Irreverent Personal Odyssey (Trafford, 2003).

Belete Belachew, Black Ethiopia: A Glimpse Into African Diplomacy, 1956—1991 (Tschai Publishers, 2014).

Makonnen Ketema, Ketema Yifru: A Champion of Peace, Progress, and African Unity (2023).

Belachew, Black Ethiopia: A Glimpse Into African Diplomacy, 1956—1991.

Belachew, Black Ethiopia: A Glimpse Into African Diplomacy, 1956—1991.

Angelo Del Boca, I/ Negus: Vita ¢ morte dell’ultimo Re dei Re. (Editori Laterza, 1995): 280.

Kenny Cupers, Roskam Cole, and Hundessa Girma. «Architecture as Technical Governance at the African Union.» Architectural
Theory Review 27, no. 1 (2023): 103—135.

Zdenek Cervenka, 7pe Unfinished Quest for Unity: Africa and the OAU. (Africa Books, 1977).

Huber, Developing Heritage — Developing Countries: Ethiopian Nation-Building and the Origins of UNESCO World Heritage,
1960-1980.

Emperor Haile Selassie I, “Appeal to the League of Nations,” Geneva, May 12, 1936.

Haile Selassie was born in 1892 and crowned "Negusa Negast" (Nagusi Nigist), or Emperor, in 1930. He was assassinated in
1975 by the Derg revolutionary regime.

Jules Borelli, Ethiopie meridionale: Journal de mon voyage aux pays Ambara, Oromo et Sidama, septembre 1885 & novembre 1888
(Forgotten Books, 2018): 257-262.

Bahru Zewde, “Eatly Safars of Addis Ababa: Patterns of Evolution” Proceedings of the International Symposium on the Centenary
of Addis Ababa, November 24-25, 1986, ed. Ahmed Zekaria, Bahru Zewde, and Tadesse Beyene ( Institute of Ethiopian Studies,
1987): 124; Martin Eric Johnson, “The Evolution of the Morphology of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,” PhD diss., (University of Cal-
ifornia, 1974): 85.

J. Gaston Vanderheym, Une expédition avec le Negous Ménélik: vingt mois en Abyssnie, 1896 (Libraire Hachette, 2014): 153.

Count Edward Gleichen, With the Mission to Menelik, 1897 (Edward Arnold, 1898): 248.

Paul Merab, Impressions d’Ethiopie, Vol 11. (Ernest Laroux, 1922): 11.

Ibid.

Bahru Zewde, “The City Centre: A Shifting Concept in the History of Addis Ababa” Urban Africa: Changing Contours of
Survival in the City, ed. Abdoul Maliq Simone and Abdelghani Abouhani (CODESRIA Books; Zed Books; University of
South Africa Press, 2005): 130; Johnson, “The Evolution of the Morphology of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia”: 383.

Zewde, “The City Centre: A Shifting Concept in the History of Addis Ababa”: 131-132.



428

34.
35.

30.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.
44.
45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.

57.

58.
59.

60.

6l.
62.
63.
64.
65.

Dandena Tufa, “Historical development of Addis Ababa: Plans and Realities,” Construction Abead (Jan—June 2010).

Ayala Levin, “Haile Selassie’s Imperial Modernity: Expatriate Architects and the Shaping of Addis Ababa.” Journal of the Society
of Architectural Historians 75, no. 4 (December 2016): 447.

Arturo Mezzédimi, “Hailé Selassié I: a Testimony for Reappraisal,” Studi Piacentini (December 1992).

Please refer to Endnote 156 for the full list of awards received by Arturo Mezzédimi.

Mezzédimi, “Hailé Selassié I: a Testimony for Reappraisal.”

Mezzédimi, “Hailé Selassié I: a Testimony for Reappraisal.”

Emperor Haile Selassie I, “National Library now open to public,” Ethiopian Herald, 1944.

Translation by Gianfrancesco Lusini of the original Amharic text:

He MAFTT &4 +avi-f COLPOT $7 10 He (ATMHANMC FCrE LTTI0 QU-ATT 0RAF 7 10 HE U-ATII° LA £71.A7 (hChrfa
a0 WY 1A a0 PANEYP: (- Dig ATaPAG! MAT AT82410- PPNES P96 276 ht/P4! PmASTT ao0Pd (P10 11CE PATER
£7 av g P 0979 010L:q +0C ATPLAT® ATTPh4!

Quoted from: HD-L, £, PPATID BRAL AN, IOV, 55 ORAE, THPAF-THEALT bk 1930-1955, A%.0 ANA, 597 (+hd, 2005 E.C.
— Ziwde Ritta, Yiqidamawi Haylisallase mingosst, 1ha mishaf, 1923-1948 (= 1930-1955 G.C.), Addis Abiba, Sama Buks, 2005
E.C. (2012/13 G.C.).

See also: Haile Selassie I, Speech Delivered by His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I to His People at His Palace on the Occasion of
His Entry into Addis Ababa on the 27th Miazya in the year of grace 1933 (5th May, 1941) (London: Abyssinia Association, 1941)
Mezzedimi, “Hailé Selassié I: a Testimony for Reappraisal.”

Mengesha Seyoum, ye-Tiwilid Adera (Addis Ababa University Press, 2018).

Please refer to the Note on Ethiopian Names and Titles at page 426.

Africa Hall, Addis Ababa (Addis Ababa: The Ministry of Information of the Imperial Ethiopian Government / Il Poligrafico,
Asmara, 1962).

Embebet Zewde, Be Landskape Arckitect: ye-Mejemeryaw Ethiopiyawi Engineer Getachew Mahteme Selassie (2012).

Mario Fanano was in charge of the structural calculation while several other professionals were invovled in the desing effort,
including Gildo Bistrot, Ernesto Scotti, Gianni Cravero, Guido Baldini, and Giovanni Gravanti for the technical drawings and
models; Enzo Maltese and Giuseppe Rizza for the supervision of works; and Enrico Baldelli and Torsten Johnsson for the electri-
cal systems, the former acting as as design engineer.

The bidding firms were Luigi Varnero, Costano Tolli, Mazzetti & Tringali, Fratelli Plazzi, Impresit, Navigatana S.A., Skanska,
Speranza Chiaretta, Ind. Eng. Enterprise, Philip Holzman and Myriallis A.P.

The construction works were carried out by Varnero with the collaboration of Nevio del Missier, Otello del Frate, Mario Moi,
Carlo Amendola, and Domenico Amara.

The biographic information on Luigi Varnero has been kindly provided by his grandson Adolfo.

Please refer to the Note on Ethiopian Names and Titles at page 426.

Angelo Del Boca, The Negus: The Life and Death of the Last King of Kings (Arada Books, 2015).

Del Boca, The Negus: The Life and Death of the Last King of Kings.

Rebecca Martin Nagy, Continuity and Change: Three Generations of Ethiopian Artists (Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, University
of Florida, 2007).

Angelo Del Boca, Gli Iraliani in Africa Orientale. IV — Nostalgia delle colonie (Arnoldo Mondadori, 1992).

The article written by Arturo Mezzédimi is presented in Chapter 2 at page 196. Arturo Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Con-
ceived” Africa Hall, Addis Ababa (Addis Ababa: The Ministry of Information of the Imperial Ethiopian Government / Il Poligraf-
ico, Asmara, 1962): 16—42.

Arturo Mezzedimi, “Le opere del regime e la loro monumentalitd” in Hailé Selassié I : a Testimony for Reappraisal. Studi Pia-
centini (December 1992).

Role equivalent to the Chief of Palace.

The article written by Afewerk Tekle is presented in Chapter 3 at page 266. Afewerk Tekle, “The Artists” Africa Hall, Addis Ababa
(Addis Ababa: The Ministry of Information of the Imperial Ethiopian Government / Il Poligrafico, Asmara, 1962): 43-44.
Programme and Rules for the Architectural Competition for the Erection of a League of Nations Building ar Geneva, (1926). COL-
37bis-16-2. United Nations Archives at Geneva: 7.

Sigfried Giedion, Space, Time, and Architecture, 7th ed. (Geoffrey Cumberlege, 1947): 421.

Giedion, Space, Time, and Architecture: 424.

George A. Dudley, A Workshop for Peace: Designing the United Nations Headgquarters (MIT Press, 1994): 21.

Dudley, A Workshop for Peace: Designing the United Nations Headguarters: 32.

Christopher E.M. Pearson, Designing UNESCO: Art, Architecture and International Politics at Mid-Century (Ashgate, 2010): 116.

66.
67.

68.

69.
70.

71.

72.

73.

74.
75.
76.
77.

78.
79.
80.

81.
82.

83.
84.
85.

86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94.

NOTES

Frangcoise Choay, Unesco Headgquarters in Paris (Tiranti. Ix, 1958).

UNESCO, “Prefatory Note on the Programme of Needs” (1952) in Pearson, Designing UNESCO: Art, Architecture and Interna-
tional Politics at Mid-Century: 224.

The Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) was later extended to include the Caribbean and evolved into the Eco-
nomic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

“El Edificio de las Naciones Unidas en Santiago de Chile,” United Nations pamphlet. ECLA/30-55-9 (1966).

Emilio Duhart, “Recuerdos de Le Corbusier,” ARS 6 (September 1987), in Evelyn Meynard, “Emilio Duhart Re-Imagining
Modernism in Finnis Terrae,” Masters Thesis, (Department of History of Design and Curatorial Studies, The New School Parsons
School of Design, 2021): 103.

Fernando Pérez Oyarzan and Pilar Urrejola, “Series of interviews with Emilio Duhart,” video interview, Part 4 of 8, in Meynard,
“Emilio Duhart Re-Imagining Modernism in Finnis Terrae”: 103.

The British Administration of Eritrea was held between April 1941 and September 1952, when Eritrea was federated into the
Empire of Ethiopia. The federation lasted ten years, until the annexation of November 1962. Eritrea gained independent in
May 1991.

When UNECA was established in April 1958, its members were Belgium, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Italy, Liberia, Libya,
Morocco, Portugal, Spain, Sudan, Tunisia, the Union of South Africa, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.

Arturo Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Conceived”: 16-42. Kindly refer to Endnote 56.

Africa Hall, Addis Ababa: 7.

Afewerk Tekle, “The Artists™: 43-44. Kindly refer to Endnote 59.

Afewerk Tekle, “The State of Art in Ethiopia.” Library Of Congress, and Sponsoring Body Library Of Congress. African And
Middle Eastern Division (July 27, 2009). hetps://www.loc.gov/item/2021688283/ [last accessed 17 June 2024].

Haile Selassie I, “Inauguration speech at the Ale Felege Selam School of Fine Arts” (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, July 23, 1958).
Afewerk Tekle, “The Artists”: 43—44.

Afewerk Tekle was interviewed at the 26th International Congress on Arts and Communications, held from July 11 to 18, 1999 in
Lisbon, Portugal.

Afewerk Tekle, “The Artists”: 43—44.

Afewerk Tekle gave a lengthy description of this process in a lecture at the Library of Congress in 2009. See Afewerk Tekle, “The
State of Art in Ethiopia.” I thank Rasselas Lakew for alerting me to this.

Richard Pankhurst, Afewerk Tekle (Artistic Printers of Ethiopia, 1987): 37.

n.a. “The Alpha Studio: Ethiopia’s Emerging National Art Studio?” Menen (August, 1960): 32.

“Alpha” was a nickname that Afewerk was reportedly given at school in London as a result of consistently achieving top marks.
As American journalist Dorothy Gilliam noted, it was a title which would later garner him some criticism of being “overprideful,”
but which nonetheless reflected his unabashed ambition. Dorothy Gilliam, “Search for a New African Art: Ethiopia’s Afewerk and
Kristos,” Topic, No. 66 (1972): 18-21.

Afewerk Tekle, “The Artists”: 43-44.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Afewerk Tekle, “The State of Art in Ethiopia.”

For further discussion of these debates and context, see Shiferaw Bekele, “State and Society in Ethiopia (1930’s to 1970’s):
Contextualising Gebre Kristos Desta,” in Gebre Kristos Desta: The Painter-Poet, ed. Elizabeth W. Giorgis (Institute of
Ethiopian Studies, 2006); Heran Sercke-Brhan and Shiferaw Bekele, “Florescence of the Arts in the ‘New Flower’ (Addis
Ababa) before 1974, in Continuity and Change: Three Generations of Ethiopian Artists, ed. Rebecca Nagy ( Samuel P. Harn
Museum of Art, University of Florida, 2007); Kate Cowcher, “A Postcard from Addis: Echiopian Modernism(s) in the
World” in New Histories of Art in the Global Postwar Era: Multiple Modernisms, ed. Flavia Frigeri and Kristian Handberg
(Routledge, 2021): 151-163.

For a discussion of the theological value of stained glass (as of greater significance to any practical concerns) see “Light from
Light: The Theology of Stained Glass” in Daniel Jutte, Transparency: The Material History of an Idea (Yale University Press,
2023): 77-95.

Jutte, Transparency: The Material History of an Idea: 79-80.

Afewerk Tekle, “The State of Art in Ethiopia.”

“Ethiopians working on a jet engine (E.A.L.)” (1970) is a monochrome ink sketch made in an airplane assembly space. It is re-
produced in Richard Pankhurst, Afewerk Tekle: 94.

429



430

95.

96.

97.

98.
99.

100.

101.

102.
103.

104.
105.
1006.

107.
108.
109.
110.

111.
112.
113.
114.
115.

116.
117.

118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.

125.

126.
127.

The emperor’s full tite was “Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah,” and his insignia featured a lion with a crown and a cross,
which also appeared on the imperial tricolor.

Wondwossen Asnake Kibret (@WondyAK), “Dr #DeborahBirx informative briefing on #COVID19. BTW vintage scarf you
wore tonight (by most celebrated & acclaimed #Ethiopian artist — Afewerk Tekle from 1986,” X [Twitter], April 10, 2020. (Last
viewed 10 June 2024).

Just to mention the most relevant sources, providing also biographic notes: Giorgio Ruggeri, La vita e ['opera di Nenne San-
guineti Poggi. I paesaggi dell’anima (Fratelli Spirito, 1988); the recent Monica Brondi and Magda Tassinari, eds., Nenne San-
guineti Poggi, un'artista senza confine (Sagep Editore, 2023); The memoires of the artist: Nenne Sanguineti Poggi, Di che colore
dipingersi? Vita a colori di un'artista del Novecento attraverso segni, disegni, dipinti e tavole (Sagep Editore, 20006).

Please refer to the Note on Ethiopian Names and Titles at page 426.

In 2024, Nenne Sanguineti Poggi participates for the first time in La Biennale di Venezia 60th International Art Exhibition.

In 1950-60s Asmara, behind the appearance of an understated town, was a cosmopolitan center, large enough to host diverse
communities and small enough to make them close.

The article written by Nenne Sanguineti Poggi is presented in Chapter 3 at page 268. Nenne Sanguineti Poggi, “The Artists” Afri-
ca Hall, Addis Ababa (Addis Ababa: The Ministry of Information of the Imperial Ethiopian Government / Il Poligrafico, Asmara,
1962): 45-46.

Sanguineti Poggi, Di che colore dipingersi? Vita a colori di un'artista del Novecento attraverso segni, disegni, dipinti e tavole: 153.

The article written by Brunetto Buracchini is presented in Chapter 3 at page 269. Brunetto Buracchini, “The Artists” Af
rica Hall, Addis Ababa (Addis Ababa: The Ministry of Information of the Imperial Ethiopian Government / Il Poligrafico,
Asmara, 1962): 47.

Mezzedimi, “Hailé Selassié I: a Testimony for Reappraisal.”

Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Conceived”: 16—42.

“The green colours on the facade of the Secretariat building blend with the trees in the background, and that at times buildings
were built in relation to sky lines.” (Jacopo Galli, PhD, personal communication, November 7, 2019).

Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Conceived”: 16—42.

Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Conceived”: 16—42.

Antonio Sant’Elia, Manifesto of Futurist Architecture (Lacerba, 1914).

Emperor Haile Selassie I, “Inaugural Speech of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa” (Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, 1961).

Emperor Haile Selassie I, “Inaugural Speech of the Organisation of African Unity Summit” (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 1963).

The Charter of the Organisation of African Unity. Addis Ababa, May 1963.

Mezzédimi, “How the Work Was Conceived”: 16—42.

Kindly refer to Endote 4.

Quoted in Klaas van Walraven, Dreams of Power: The Role of the Organization of African Unity in the Politics of Africa 1963—1993
(Africa Studies Centre, 1999): 133.

van Walraven, Dreams of Power: The Role of the Organization of African Unity in the Politics of Africa 1963-1993: 142.

Emperor Haile Selassie I quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit, African
Union (May 1963), 10. https://au.int/sites/default/files/speeches/38523-sp-oau_summit_may_1963_speeches.pdf

Emperor Haile Selassie I quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit. 7.

Leopold Sedar Senghor quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit. 101.
Leopold Sedar Senghor quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit. 102.
Kwame Nkrumah quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit. 44.

Julius Nyerere quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit. 118.

Ahmet Ben Bella quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summir. 15.

Adekeye Adebajo, “African unity at 60: Revisiting the 1963 Addis Ababa conference,” 7he Guardian (Nigeria), 5 June 2023.
https://guardian.ng/opinion/african-unity-at-60-revisiting-the-1963-addis-ababa-conference/

James Leslie and Elizabeth Leake, eds., Decolonization and the Cold War: Negotiating Independence (Bloomsbury Publishing,
2015); Dietmar Rothermund, 7he Routledge companion to decolonization (Routledge, 2006); Raymond E Betts, Decolonization:
The Making of the Contemporary World (Routledge, 2003).

UN resolution 671, “Establishment of an Economic Commission for Africa,” 29 April 1958.

Reiland Rabaka, ed., Routledge Handbook of Pan-Africanism (Routledge, 2020); Hakim Adi, Pan-Africanism: A History (Blooms-
bury, 2018); Henrik Clarke, “Pan-Africanism: A Brief History of An Idea in the African World,” Présence Africaine, vol. 145
(1988): 26-56.

128.

129.
130.

131.

132.

133.

134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.

154.

155.
156.

157.

NOTES

Michael Wolfers, Politics in the Organization of African Unity (Routledge, 1976); Tim Murithi, “The African Union and the In-
stitutionalization of Pan-Africanism,” Routledge Handbook of Pan-Africanism, ed. Reiland Rabaka (Routledge, 2020): 373-384.
A H. Akiwumi, “The Economic Commission for Africa,” Journal of African Law 16, no. 3 (1972): 254-261.

Albrecht Benno, Filippo De Dominicis, and Jacopo Galli, Arturo Mezzédimi: Architetto della Superproduzione (Guaraldi, 2015);
Gianmarco Mancosu Charles Burdett, “Haunting Debris. The Transnational Legacies of Italy’s Colonial Past in Addis Ababa”
in Mediating Historical Responsibility: Memories of Difficult Pasts in European Cultures, eds. G. Bartolini and J. Ford (De Gruyrter,
2024): 153-171.

G. Aforka Nweke, “The Organization of African Unity and Intra-African Functionalism” The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 489 (1987): 133—147; sce also Africa Hall, Addis Ababa.

“3rd Annual Meeting of UN Economic Commission for Africa - Part 1,” UN Audiovisual Library, February 1, 1961, https://
media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/d254/d2542726. [accessed 26 April 2024].

“Ethiopia: Addis Ababa: Haile Selassie Addresses UNESCO Conference of African States,” British Pathé, 19 May 1961, https://
www.britishpathe.com/asset/209962/ [accessed 19 April 2024]; “Ethiopia: Addis Ababa: U.N. Economic Commission For Africa
Conference Opens,” British Pathé, 21 February 1962, hteps://www.britishpathe.com/asset/245404/ [accessed 20 April 2024].
“Il palazzo dell’Africa in Addis Abeba,” Domus 399 (1963): 43—44.

“Inaugural speech of the African Hall by H.I.M. Haile Selassie 1,” The Ethiopian Herald, 7 February, 1961: 1.

“Economic Situation and Trends in Africa Including Social Aspects,” The Ethiopian Herald, 7 February, 1961: 2.

E.S. Beek, “Paleis der Afrikaanse Naties,” Bouw, no. 15, (April 14, 1961): 6-7 (translated by the author).

Cheik Anta Diop, Towards the African Renaissance: essays in culture and development, 1946-1960 (Red Sea Press, 2000).

“Philips Bridges Language Barriers in the African Hall in Addis Ababa,” The Elagraph 8, no. 1 (1962): 11.

H. Luke, “Ethiopia Since the Revolution,” 7he Times, 26 February, 1962: 4.

The United Kingdom played a notable role in liberating the country during World War I1, after having unsuccessfully actempred
to seize control of northern Ethiopian regions in the late nineteenth century.

Fikru Gebrekidan, “From Adwa to OAU: Ethiopia and the Politics of Pan-Africanism, 1896-1963” International Journal of Ethi-
opian Studies 6, no. 1/2 (2012): 71-86; Murithi, “The African Union and the Institutionalization of Pan-Africanism”: 373-384.
Asfa-Wossen Asserate, King of Kings. The Triumph and Tragedy of Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia (Haus Publishing, 2015): 176; Del
Boca, I/ Negus: Vita e morte dellultimo Re dei Re.

C. Schreiner, “Tutti d’accordo ad Addis Abeba sul primato del lavoro Italiano,” 7/ Giornale d’ltalia, 2 June, 1965: 3; see also “II
lavoro italiano in Etiopia,” I/ Giornale d’Italia, 13 July, 1967: 4.

Nenne Sanguineti Poggi, “Al grandioso ‘Palazzo Africa’ clima febbrile da vigilia inaugurale,” I/ guotidiano eritreo, 5 February,
1961: 2.

Arnold van Gennep, 7he Rites of Passage, trans. M. B. Vizedom and G. L. Caffee (The University of Chicago Press, 1960); Victor
W. Turner, “Betwixt and Between: The Liminal Period in Rites de Passage” 7he Forest of Symbols: Aspects of Nedembu Ritual, ed.
Victor Turner (Cornell University Press, 1967): 3—111; see also Bjorn Thomassen, “Thinking with Liminality: To the Boundaries
of an Anthropological Concept” Breaking Boundaries: Varieties of Liminality, eds. A. Horvath, B. Thomassen, H. Wydra (Ber-
ghahn Books, 2015): 39-58.

Kwame Nkrumah quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit: 44.

Angelo Del Boca, I/ Negus: vita e morte dell ultimo Re dei Re (Editori Laterza, 1995).

Kwame Nkrumah quoted in Speeches and Statements made at the First Organization of Unity (O.A.U.) Summit: 44.

The biographic information on Luigi Elmi has been kindly provided by his son Giancarlo Elmi.

Information kindly provided by UNECA, Addis Ababa.

Africa Hall. United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, October 14, 2022. hetps://www.uneca.org

Berhanu Abebe, “The Haile Selassie I Prize Trust,” Northeast African Studies 2, no. 3 (January 1, 1995): 53—66, https://doi.
org/10.1353/nas.1995.0022.

Gordon Wolstenholme, and Maeve O’Connor, eds., Man and Africa. Ciba Foundation (J. & A. Churchill, Ltd., 1965).

Huaile Selassie I Prize Trust 10th Year Edition Commemorative Magazine. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 1973.

During his career, Arturo Mezzedimi was appointed Knight Officer of the Star of Ethiopia (1961), Knight of the Order of Me-
nelik IT of Ethiopia (1965), Mangia d’Oro of the city of Siena (1965), Knight Commander of the Cross of Merit of the Italian
Republic (1966), Donat of First Class of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (1968), Knight Officer of the Order of Menelik
IT of Ethiopia (1969), Grand Officer of the Cross of Merit of the Italian Republic (1970), and Knight of Magistral Grace of the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta (1973).

Albrecht Benno, Filippo de Dominicis, and Jacopo Galli, Arzuro Mezzedimi: Architetto della Superproduzione (Guaraldi, 2015):
150-161.

431



432

PHOTOGRAPHIC CREDITS

PTTPTTVTIVP PP TPT PV IV PTT VPV IV PT TPV I T VT TP VI TV PTTTVI VT EETETTT

23

27
28,29
30-31
32
. 34, 35
.36, 37
39
. 40, 41
49

.50, 51
52,53
54, 55
56

58, 59
61

67

68
70,71
73

74
76,77
78,79
81

82, 83
84, 85
87

95

96

98, 99
101
. 102, 103
104
106, 107
109
110, 111
112
114, 115
121
122,123
. 124, 125
127
128, 129
. 130, 131
132
. 134,135
.136-139

AFP / Getty Images

NBC News Wire - NBCU Photo Bank — NBC Universal / Getty Images
United Nations - Sipa Press / Mondadori Portfolio

United Nations - Sipa Press / Mondadori Portfolio

Universal History Archive - Universal Images Group / Getty Images
Bettmann Archive / Getty Images

Keystone - Hulton Archive / Getty Images, Universal History Archive - Universal Images Group / Getty Images
Album / Orono

FPG / Getty Images, Photo courtesy of UNECA Archives

John Deakin - Picture Post - Hulton Archive / Getty Images

John Deakin - Picture Post - Hulton Archive / Getty Images

Philippe Le Tellier - Paris Match / Getty Images

AP / La Presse, Phillip Harrington - Alamy Stock Photo / Ipa Agency
Henry Buroughs - AP Photo / La Presse

Bettmann Archive / Getty Images, Bernard Rouget - AFP / Getty Images
Betmann Archive / Getty Images

Smith Archive - Alamy Stock Photo / Ipa Agency

Marka - Universal Images Group / Getty Images

Marka / Universal Images Group / Getty Images, Mondadori Portfolio
Mondadori Portfolio

Bettmann Archive / Getty Images

AP / La Presse, Mondadori Portfolio

Bettmann Archive / Getty Images, Ullstein Bild / Getty Images
Popperfoto / Getty Images

P. Thurre - RDB - Ullstein Bild / Getty Images, Freddie Reed - Daily Mirror - Mirrorpix / Getty Images
Michael Ochs Archives / Getty Images

William Lovelace - Express - Hulton Archive / Getty Images

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

Chris Ware - Keystone - Hulton Archive / Getty Images

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio, Guido Cosulich

Courtesy of Christina Kyriakou / MEZZ Archives

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

MEZZ Archives, Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

MEZZ Archives

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

MEZZ Archives

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Courtesy of Christina Kyriakou / MEZZ Archives

Courtesy of Emanuele Ragni / COMITES Etiopia

TPTTPTTPTTVTV VPP TPV I T VTPTT VI VPP TET TP VIV VT TPV I T VT TPV VT EETTTVVV

. 145-213

229

. 230, 231
. 232,233

235
237
241

. 242,243

245
249

. 250, 251

253
257

. 258,259

260

. 262 - 263
. 264 - 265

269
275
277
281

. 282,283

285

. 286, 287
. 288, 289

292

. 298,299

303
305

. 306, 307

309

. 310, 311

313
315
317

.323-335

337
339
340
343

. 344, 345

347

. 348, 349

350

. 352,353

355
359

. 363 - 389
.391-423
. 425

MEZZ Archives

Bettmann Archive / Getty Images

Archivio Villani / Archivio Alinari Firenze

Paul Almasy / Mondadori Portfolio

Courtesy of ECLAC, United Nations

Gunter Fischer - Education Images - Universal Images Group / Getty Images
MEZZ Archives

Courtesy of Atelier Thomas Vitraux

Giorgio Lotti - Mondadori Portfolio

Courtesy of Atelier Thomas Vitraux

Luca Sola / MEZZ Archives

Paul Popper - Popper Foto / Getty Images

Courtesy of Nenne Sanguineti Poggi Archive

Courtesy of Nenne Sanguineti Poggi Archive, MEZZ Archives
Courtesy of Nenne Sanguineti Poggi Archive

MEZZ Archives

MEZZ Archives

Luca Sola / MEZZ Archives

MEZZ Archives

MEZZ Archives

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

MEZZ Archives

MEZZ Archives

Courtesy of UNECA, United Nations

Courtesy of UNECA, United Nations

MEZZ Archives

Documents of MEZZ Archives

AP / La Presse

Sepp Riff - Picture Alliance / Getty Images

AP Photo / La Presse

AP Photo / La Presse

AP Photo / La Presse, Courtesy of UNECA, United Nations
MEZZ Archives

Keystone Pictures Usa - Alamy / Ipa Agency

AP / La Presse

MEZZ Archives

Mario de Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

The Asahi Shimbun / Getty Images

Trinity Mirror — Mirrorpix - Alamy Stock Photo / Ipa Agency
MEZZ Archives

Dennis Lee Royle - AP Photo / La Presse, AFP / Getty Images
Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

Brian Calvert - AP Photo / La Presse

Sepia Times - Universal Images Group / Getty Images
Courtesy of United Nations, Saris - AP Photo / La Presse
Francois Lochon - Gamma-Rapho / Getty Images

Guido Cosulich de Pecine

Luca Sola / MEZZ Archives

MEZZ Archives

Mario De Biasi / Mondadori Portfolio

433



434

Author/Editor:
Editing Support:
Recollections:

Contributions
(in order of appearance):

Captioning:
Translations:

Book Design:

Picture Editor:

Photo Reportage:
Photo Post-Production:
Publisher:

Project Manager:
Proofreading:

Graphic Additions:

®
\[LB Wil
FSC ~ENE
MIX @
respont orces printed
FSC® C008309 with the sun

BOOK CREDITS

Marcello Mezzédimi

Rasselas Lakew, Edward Denison

Mengesha Seyoum, Kongit Sinegiorgis

Chloé Maurel, Amzat Boukari-Yabara, Daniel Mulugeta, Shimelis Bonsa Gulema,
Gianfrancesco Lusini, Dawit Benti, Edward Denison, Fasil Giorghis, Ephrem
Nigussie, Bekele Mekonnen, Kate Coucher, Nelly Cattaneo, Monica Brondi, Laura
Callea, Rasselas Lakew, Martin Welz, Gianmarco Mancosu, Antonio Baio,

Hannah Mariam Meherete-Selassie Dereje

Rasselas Lakew, Fikru Woldetensie Aschalew, Marcello Mezzédimi, Edward Denison
Miriam Hurley, Mirella Daniel, Fikru Woldetensie Aschalew, Gianfrancesco Lusini
Daniele Zendroni / VisiOnAir Studio

Tiziana Faraoni

Luca Sola

Claudio Palmisano

Gordon Goff

Jake Anderson

Julia van den Hout

Lilly Theresa Thockner, Helene Hermsen

ISBN 978-1-961856-63-9

Limited Edition: 500 copies
October 2024

Printed and bound in Italy by Grafiche Antiga
Copyright © 2024 MEZZ

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted in any form or by any means, including electronic, mechanical, photocopying
of microfilming, recording, or otherwise (except that copying permitted by Sections 107 and
108 of the US Copyright Law and except by reviewers for the public press) without written
permission from the publisher.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This book represents the voluntary contribution of Italy to the
Africa Hall Renovation Project and has been possible thanks
to the institutional patronage of the Italian Delegation to the
African Union and the support provided by the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa(UNECA).

| wish to express my gratitude to the Under Secretary General
and UNECA Executive Secretary Claver Gatete, to the Deputy
Executive Secretary for Program Antonio M.A. Pedro, and the
Africa Hall Project Director Carlos Haddad.

| am equally grateful to the former Permanent Representative
of Italy to the African Union and UNECA Ambassador
Giuseppe Berlendi for presenting the book project to

the Africa Hall Project Advisory Board, his successor
Ambassador Alberto Bertoni for supporting the initiative
throughout his mandate, the current Permanent
Representative Ambassador Maurizio Busanelli, and
Ambassador Giuseppe Mistretta for accompanying me in
the final stages of the project.

It has been an honor to include in this book, in addition to
those of UNECA and Italy, the institutional forewords of

the African Union by Commissioner Ambassador Minate
Samate Cessouma and of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia by Foreign Minister Ambassador Taye Atske Selassie,
both of whom | thank for their consideration. | wish to also
acknowledge the support received to this end by Vicensia
Schule and Ambassador Berhanu Tsegaye.

k%K

Since we first talked about the idea of promoting a book to
celebrate the history of Africa Hall in 2016, Antonio Baio has
been supporting this initiative tirelessly, accompanying me
through all the ups and downs the project has gone through.
| have no doubt in considering him the central person

to thank for this accomplishment, being well aware that
without his help there would have been few chances to bring
the initiative to its successful conclusion. My thanks are
extended also to the rest of the Africa Hall Team at UNECA.

| extend my appreciation to the Sanguineti Poggi family,
Giorgio Cosulich, Emmanuel Thomas of Atelier Thomas
Vitraux, Semen Kumurzhi of the Italian Institute of Culture
of Addis Ababa and Emanuele Ragni of COMITES Ethiopia
for providing valuable material. Thank you to Adolfo Varnero
and Giancarlo EImi for sharing the stories of their families
and to Carmelo Giordano, Antonella Loliva, and Roberta
Tabolacci for their advice.

| wish to acknowledge Benno Albrecht, Filippo de Dominicis,
and Jacopo Galli of IAUV for the insights in the early stages
of the project together with Stefano Mandato and Maddalena
d’Alfonso. Thank you also to David Rifkind for taking interest
in the initiative.

kxkk

This book was possible thanks to the involvement of alarge
team of professionals and scholars.

My heartfelt appreciation goes to Rasselas Lakew for his
editing support, passionate dedication, and unparalleled
sharing of knowledge on the subject, and to Edward Denison
for his ever-inspired guidance and precious advice.

| wish to express a special thank you to Hannah Mariam
Meherete-Selassie Dereje for agreeing to partake in a project
that pays tribute to her great grandfather Emperor Haile
Selassie |, and to Ras Mengesha Seyoum and Ambassador
Kongit Sinegiorgis for sharing their valuable recollections.

| am grateful to Dawit Benti for his efforts in the archival
research and to Gianfrancesco Lusini and Kate Coucher

for their extended advice. | wish to express my sincere
gratitude to all the other authors—Amzat Boukari-Yabara,
Monica Brondi, Laura Callea, Nelly Cattaneo, Shimelis Bonsa
Gulema, Fasil Giorghis, Gianmarco Mancosu, Chloé Maurel,
Bekele Mekonnen, Daniel Mulugeta, Ephrem Nigussie, and
Martin Welz—who have been essential for the plurality of
perspectives and for their dedication and professionalism.

| wish also to acknowledge David B. Gole, Fikru Woldetensie
Aschalew, Miriam Hurley, Mirella Daniel, Lilly Theresa Thockner,
Helene Hermsen, Maddalena Landolfi, and Dhanesh
Viswanathan for their contributions.

My deep gratitude goes to Daniele Zendroni, Tiziana Faraoni,
Luca Sola, and Claudio Palmisano for having so effectively
translated into images the ideas behind this book.

| extend my appreciation to Gordon Goff for believingin
this project and to Jake Anderson, Julia van den Hout, and
Federica Ewing for their support along with all the ORO team.

Lastly, my acknowledgment goes to my family and in particular
my father Sergio and my aunt Sandra, together with my sister
Martha and my cousins Gaia and Luca, for the liberty and

trust they gave me in taking over an important part of Arturo's
memory through this book.

435





