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+.Gli Etruschi senza mistero.
Parte II: memoria e tradizione
di Valentino Nizzo*

Il problema delle origini nel dibattito delle fonti

<hf^�lb�¯�Zonmh�fh]h�]b�Z\\^ggZk^�g^e�ik^\^]^gm^�
Zkmb\heh� !\_k'� ?hkfZ� Nk[bl� QOBBB%� FZ``bh� +)*,"%� ng�
\hgmkb[nmh� ]^m^kfbgZgm^� ZeeZ� \hlmknsbhg^� ^� \hgl^-
`n^gm^� ikheb_^kZsbhg^� ]^e� 
fblm^kh� ^mknl\h�� ¯� lmZmh�
h__^kmh�]Z�jn^ee^�lm^ll^�_hgmb�Zgmb\a^�\a^�lb�ihg^oZgh�
be�ikh[e^fZ�]^ee^�hkb`bgb�]^`eb�>mknl\ab4�^ll^%�bg_Zmmb%�lb�
l_hksZoZgh�]b�lib^`Zk^�^�bgjnZ]kZk^�eZ�`^g^lb�]b�jn^-
lmh�ihiheh�g^e�iZghkZfZ�^mgb\h�^�`^h`kZÛ\h�\a^�^kZ�
loro noto, colmando spesso con la fantasia e col mito 
e^�eZ\ng^�]^eeZ�f^fhkbZ�^�]^eeZ�\hghl\^gsZ%�\hf^�lb�
\^k\a^k¨�]b�^ob]^gsbZk^�kZib]Zf^gm^�bg�jn^lmZ�l^]^�
h__k^g]h�ng�kZib]h�^� mnmm�Zemkh�\a^�^lZnlmboh�lZ``bh�
]^ee^�ikbg\biZeb�m^lmbfhgbZgs^�bg�ghlmkh�ihll^llh�^�]^b�
ikh[e^fb�\kbmb\b�^�f^mh]heh`b\b�\a^�^ll^�aZggh�ihlmh�
^�ihg`hgh�Zg\hkZ'

La prospettiva dei “migrazionisti”

MkZ�b�ikbfb�Znmhkb�\a^�lb�\hg_khgmZkhgh�bg�fh]h�^lieb-
\bmh� \hg� be� ikh[e^fZ� ]^ee�^mgh`^g^lb� ]^`eb� >mknl\ab�
Û`nkZ� >kh]hmh� !-1-&-+.� Z'<'"%� Zkm^Û\^� g^e� l^\heh�
]�hkh� ]^eeZ� \eZllb\bm¨� ]^eeZ� ikbfZ� hi^kZ� lmhkb\Z� \a^�
ihllZ�]^Ûgbklb�mZe^�!Fig. 1"'�G^ee�bgmkh]nkk^�be�kZ\\hg-
mh�]^ee�^ib\h�l\hgmkh�mkZ�b�@k^\b�^�b�I^klbZgb�^`eb�ghg�
fZg\¸� ]b� bgl^kbk^� Zfib^� ]b`k^llbhgb� lnee^� hkb`bgb� ^� b�
costumi dei popoli di volta in volta presi in esame, 
Ze\ng^�_knmmh�]b�\hglmZmZsbhgb�Znmhimb\a^%�Zemk^�Z\jnb-
lbm^�i^k�obZ� bg]bk^mmZ%�\hf^�g^e�\Zlh�]^ee�hkb`bg^�]^b�
Mbkk^gb�\a^�^`eb�kb\hlmknbl\^�bg�[Zl^�Ze�
kZ\\hgmh��\a^�
ne avrebbero fatto gli abitanti della Lidia:

B� Eb]b� ihb� lhlm^g`hgh� \a^� Zg\a^� b� `bh\ab� hkZ� nlZmb� ]Z�
ehkh� ^� ]Zb� @k^\b� lhgh� ]b� ehkh� bgo^gsbhg^'� :__^kfZgh� \a^�
\hgm^fihkZg^Zf^gm^�_nkhgh�]Z�ehkh�bgo^gmZmb�jn^lmb�`bh\ab�
^�_n�\hehgbssZmZ�eZ�Mbkk^gbZ%�\hl³�gZkkZg]h�bgmhkgh�Z�jn^lmb�
fatti: al tempo di Atys%� Û`ebh� ]^e� k^� Manes, ci fu in tutta 
eZ�Eb]bZ�ngZ�mk^f^g]Z�\Zk^lmbZ%�^�b�Eb]b�i^k�jnZe\a^�m^fih�
\hgmbgnZoZgh�Z�obo^k^�lhiihkmZg]heZ%�fZ�ihb%�ihb\a®�ghg�
\^llZoZ%� \^k\ZoZgh� kbf^]b%� ^� \ab� g^� bgo^gmZoZ� ngh%� \ab�
ng� Zemkh'� :eehkZ� _nkhgh� bgo^gmZmb� b� `bh\ab� ]^b� ]Z]b� ^� ]^`eb�
ZlmkZ`Zeb� ^� ]^eeZ� iZeeZ� ^� h`gb� ZemkZ� li^\b^� ]b� `bh\ab� T'''V'�
E, inventatili, agivano contro la fame nel modo seguente: 
un giorno giocavano per tutta la giornata, in modo da 
ghg�\^k\Zk^�\b[h%�^�e�Zemkh�fZg`bZoZgh�\^llZg]h�b�`bh\ab'�
Bg� mZe� fh]h� mkZl\hkl^kh� *1� Zggb'� FZ%� ihb\a®� be� fZe^� ghg�
]bfbgnboZ%�Zgsb� bg_nkbZoZ�Zg\hkZ�]b�ib½%� be�k^%�]boblb� bg�]n^�
`kniib� mnmmb� b� Eb]b%� g^� lhkm^``b¸� ngh� i^k� kbfZg^k^%� e�Zemkh�
per emigrare dal paese, e a quello dei gruppi cui toccava 

In questo articolo e nel successivo la II e la III parte 
]^ee�^lmkZmmh�]^ee^� e^sbhgb�]b�^mknl\heh`bZ� m^gnm^�]Z�
OZe^gmbgh�Gbssh�g^ee�Zf[bmh�]b�Khf:k\a®�+)*,%�g^b�
`bhkgb� +,&+.� fZ``bh� l\hklb%� \hg� ng� _h\nl� lneeZ� m^-
fZmb\Z�]^e�ik^l^gm^�_Zl\b\heh�e^`ZmZ�Ze�kZiihkmh�mkZ�
Zk\a^heh`bZ�^�_Zl\blfh'                         
                                                           La redazione

]b� kbfZg^k^� e³� lb� fbl^� Z� \Zih� enb� lm^llh� \hf^� k^%� Zee�Zemkh�
\a^�l^�g^�Zg]ZoZ�fbl^�Z�\Zih�lnh�Û`ebh%�\a^�Zo^oZ�ghf^�
Mbkk^gh'� Jn^eeb� ]b� ehkh� \a^� ^[[^kh� bg� lhkm^� ]b� iZkmbk^� ]Ze�
iZ^l^� l\^l^kh� Z� Lfbkg^� ^� \hlmknbkhgh� gZob� ^%� ihlmb� ln� ]b�
^ll^� mnmmb� `eb� h``^mmb� fh[beb� \a^� ^kZgh� ehkh� nmbeb%� lb� fbl^kh�
bg�fZk^�ZeeZ�kb\^k\Z�]b�f^ssb�]b�lhlm^gmZf^gmh�^�]b� m^kkZ%�
Ûg\a®%� hemk^iZllZmb� fhemb� ihiheb%� `bngl^kh� Ze� iZ^l^� ]^`eb�
Nf[kb%�ho^�\hlmknbkhgh�\bmm¨�^�Z[bmZgh�ÛghkZ'�FZ�bg�enh`h�
]b�Eb]b�fnmZkhgh� be�ghf^�]Z�jn^eeh�]^e�Û`ebh�]^e�k^�\a^� eb�
`nb]ZoZ%� ^� ]Z� jn^lmb� ik^g]^g]h� be� ghf^� lb� \abZfZkhgh�
Mbkk^gb'��(HDT.�B%�2-"'�
G^e� [kZgh� ]^eeh� lmhkb\h� ]b� :eb\ZkgZllh� kb\hkkhgh�
]bo^klb� ^e^f^gmb� gZkkZmbob� \hfngb� g^ee�bffZ`bgZkbh�
\a^�b�@k^\b�lb�^kZgh�_Zmmb�]^`eb�>mknl\ab�!iZllbhg^�i^k�be�
gioco, tratti orientali nei modi e nel costume) congiunti 
ad alcuni topoi letterari spesso ricorrenti nelle storie 
k^eZmbo^� ZeeZ� `^g^lb� ]b� ihiheb� ^� \bmm¨� !fb`kZsbhg^� ]b�
ngZ�iZkm^�]^eeZ�ihiheZsbhg^�i^k�l\^emZ�h�oZmb\bgbh�bg�
seguito a una carestia, eponimia del condottiero o 
]^ee�^\blmZ"'
:ee�^ih\Z� ]b� >kh]hmh� e�hkb`bg^� eb]bZ� ]^`eb� >mknl\ab�
appariva dunque credibile sotto diversi punti di vista 
^%� lhikZmmnmmh%� lneeZ� [Zl^� ]^ee^� fhem^� Z_Ûgbm¨� \a^%�
lbg� ]Ze� i^kbh]h� hkb^gmZebssZgm^� ^� Zg\hkZ� ]nkZgm^�
e�Zk\Zblfh%�ihm^oZgh�^ll^k^�kbl\hgmkZm^�\hg�^llb�g^eeh�
l_h``bh� ]b� hine^gsZ� ^� g^eeZ� kb\\a^ssZ� ]^b� \hlmnfb%�
\ZkZmm^kblmb\a^� \a^� \hgghmZoZgh� iZkbf^gmb� eZ� Eb]bZ�
Ze�m^fih�]^e�K^�<k^lh�!ikbfZ�f^m¨�]^e�OB�l^\'�Z'<'"�
(Fig. 2), divenuto per antonomasia metafora della 
kb\\a^ssZ�Zg\a^�i^k\a®�_n�ikhikbh�g^eeZ�Eb]bZ�]^e�lnh�
m^fih�\a^�o^gg^�i^k�eZ�ikbfZ�ohemZ�bgmkh]hmmh�e�nlh�]b�
fhg^m^�Znk^^�g^e�\hff^k\bh'
G^e� B� l^\'� Z'<'� be� `^h`kZ_h� LmkZ[hg^� !/)� Z'<'� ��
+,� ]'<'� \bk\Z"� !Fig. 3), sulla scia di quanto aveva 
precedentemente affermato Erodoto, proponeva 
ng� ZgZeh`h� kZ\\hgmh%� g^e� jnZe^� eZ� mkZ]bsbhg^� lnee^�
origini lidie si sovrapponeva ad alcuni elementi 
genuinamente locali, come il mito di Tarconte (Fig. 4) 
^� e�Zmmkb[nsbhg^�Ze�f^]^lbfh�]^eeZ� _hg]Zsbhg^�]^ee^�
\bmm¨� \a^� \hfihg^oZgh� eZ� \ZkZmm^kblmb\Z� ]h]^\Ziheb�
etrusca:

B� Mbkk^gb%� ]ngjn^%� lhgh� \hghl\bnmb� ik^llh� b� KhfZgb� \hb�

Fig. 23�<Zkmh`kZÛZ�l\a^fZmb\Z�]^ee�Zgmb\Z�Eb]bZ�!eZ�ebg^Z�khllZ�
bg]b\Z�eZ�fZllbfZ�^liZglbhg^�kZ``bngmZ"'�?hgm^3�Wikipedia
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ghfb� ]b� >mknl\b� ^� ]b� Mnl\b'� B� @k^\b� eb� \abZfZkhgh� Mbkk^gb�
]Z� Mbkk^gh%� Û`ebh� ]b� :mb%� bg� jnZgmh� jn^lm�nembfh� Zo^oZ�
bgobZmh�]ZeeZ�Eb]bZ�Ze\ngb�\hehgb�bg�jn^lmZ�shgZ'�Bg_Zmmb�:mb%�
discendente di Eracle e Onfale, in seguito a una carestia e 
ZeeZ�i^gnkbZ�]b�jnZelbZlb�ikh]hmmh%�Zo^g]h�]n^�Û`eb%�]hih�
Zo^k�^lmkZmmh�Z�lhkm^%�mkZmm^gg^�\hg�l®�Eb]h4�kbng^g]h�bgo^\^�
\hg� Mbkk^gh� eZ� fZ``bhk� iZkm^� ]^eeZ� ihiheZsbhg^%� eZ� bgob¸�
\hg� enb� _nhkb�]^e�iZ^l^'�NgZ�ohemZ�`bngmh� bg�jn^lmb� enh`ab%�
Mbkk^gh�\abZf¸�be�iZ^l^�Mbkk^gbZ�]Ze�ikhikbh�ghf^�^�_hg]¸�
*+�\bmm¨%�Zll^`gZg]h�ehkh�\hf^�\Zih�MZk\hgm^%�]Ze�jnZe^�
ik^g]^� be� ghf^� eZ� \bmm¨� ]b� MZkjnbgbZ� ^� ]b� \nb� lb� kZ\\hgmZ%�
i^k�eZ�lnZ�i^klib\Z\bZ%�\a^�gZ\jn^�\Zgnmh'�:�jn^lmh�m^fih�
dunque i Tirreni, governati da un solo capo, erano assai 
ihm^gmb4� ib½� mZk]b� l^f[kZ� \a^� eZ� ehkh� \hg_^]^kZsbhg^� lb�
l\bhel^�^%�\^]^g]h�ZeeZ�obhe^gsZ�]^b�ob\bgb%�^llb�lb�]bobl^kh�
bg�lbg`he^�\bmm¨'�Bg_Zmmb%�Z[[Zg]hgZmZ�ngZ�m^kkZ�_^kmbe^%�ghg�
si sarebbero volti al mare e dati alla pirateria, rivolgendosi 
\ab� Z� ng� fZk^� \ab� Zee�Zemkh� jnZg]h%� Zo^g]h� e^� ehkh� _hks^�
ngbm^%�ihm^oZgh�ghg�lheh�]b_^g]^klb�\hgmkh�\ab�eb�ZmmZ\\ZoZ%�
fZ�Zg\a^�ZmmZ\\Zk^�Z�ehkh�ohemZ�^�_Zk^�`kZg]b�li^]bsbhgb��
!O%�BB%�+"' 
E�Zeenlbhg^� \kbmb\Z� ZeeZ� ibkZm^kbZ� _ZmmZ� ]Zeeh� lmhkb\h�
^� `^h`kZ_h� ]b� :fZl^Z� iZe^lZ� ngZ� ikhli^mmboZ�
l\ab^mmZf^gm^� `k^\Z� ^%� \hgl^`n^gm^f^gm^%� g^`ZmboZ�
kbli^mmh� Z� jn^eeZ� \a^%� ]Z� Zemk^� _hgmb%� Ziik^g]bZfh�
^ll^k^� lmZmZ� ngZ� o^kZ� ^� ikhikbZ� mZeZllh\kZsbZ4� ng�
]hfbgbh�]^b�fZkb�\a^�̀ bnlmbÛ\¸�e�bfihlbsbhg^�Ze�Mbkk^gh�
]^e�ghf^�\he�jnZe^�b�@k^\b�]^lb`gZoZgh�`eb�>mknl\ab'�
EZ�gZkkZsbhg^�]b�LmkZ[hg^�ikhl^`nboZ�kbihkmZg]h�eZ�
vicenda di Demarato, una pagina esemplare di quella 

bgm^`kZsbhg^��mkZ�@k^\b�^]�>mknl\ab�\a^�\ZkZmm^kbss¸�

Fig. 3:�KbmkZmmh�b]^ZebssZmh�]^e�`^h`kZ_h�LmkZ[hg^�!/)�Z'<'�
��+,�]'<'�\bk\Z"�

Fig. 4: Pava Tarchies (Tagete?)�g^ee�Zmmh�]b�bgl^`gZk^�e�Zknlib-
\bgZ�Zee�^kh^�Tarchunu�!MZk\hgm^8"'�Kbikh]nsbhg^�`kZÛ\Z�]^e-
eh�li^\\abh�^mknl\h�]Z�Mnl\ZgbZ�\hgl^koZmh�ik^llh�be�Fnl^h�
:k\a^heh`b\h�]b�?bk^gs^�!BO&BBB�l^\'�Z'<'"

be�i^kbh]h�Hkb^gmZebssZgm^�^�\a^�lb�mkZ]nll^�bg�jn^eeZ�
mkZlfbllbhg^%� ZllbfbeZsbhg^� ^� k^bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�
]b� m^\gb\a^%� lmbeb� ^� fh]^eeb� \a^%� g^ee�Zk\h� ]b� ih\a^�
`^g^kZsbhgb%� Zok^[[^� \hgmkb[nbmh� Z� \Zf[bZk^� be�
ohemh� ]^ee�>mknkbZ� ^%� \hg� ^llh%� jn^eeh� ]^eeZ� gZl\^gm^�
ihm^gsZ�]b�KhfZ�\a^�ikhikbh�]Z`eb�>mknl\ab���]bo^gnmb�
\hg�b�MZkjnbgb�k^�]^eeZ�\bmm¨���Zok^[[^�fnmnZmh�iZkm^�
]^ee^�ln^�blmbmnsbhgb�^�bgl^`g^%�\hf^�e�h``b�mkblm^f^gm^�
\^e^[k^�
?Zl\bh�ebmmhkbh�3

=hih� eZ� _hg]Zsbhg^� ]b� KhfZ� `bngl^� ik^llh� ]b� ehkh� ng�
\^kmh� =^fZkZmh%� \a^� \hg]n\^oZ� `^gm^� ]Z� <hkbgmh3� `eb�
abitanti di Tarquinia lo accolsero e, da una donna indigena, 
^`eb� `^g^k¸� En\nfhg^'� <hlmnb%� ]bo^gnmh� Zfb\h� ]^e� k^� ]b�
KhfZ�:g\h�FZksbh%�k^`g¸�ihb�^`eb�lm^llh�^�be�lnh�ghf^�_n�
fnmZmh�bg�En\bh�MZkjnbgbh�Ikbl\h'�:g\a�^`eb%�\hf^�`b¨�ikbfZ�
aveva fatto il padre, si diede dunque da fare per abbellire 
eZ� Mbkk^gbZ'� Be� iZ]k^� Zo^oZ� _Zmmh� \b¸� `kZsb^� Zb� gnf^khlb�
Zkmb`bZgb�\a^�eh�Zo^oZgh�Z\\hfiZ`gZmh�]Z�<hkbgmh%�be�Û`ebh�
ihm®�_Zkeh�`kZsb^�Zee^�kblhkl^�ikho^gb^gmb�]Z�KhfZ'�Lb�]b\^�
\a^� Zg\a^� e^� bgl^`g^� ]^b� mkbhgÛ� ^� jn^ee^� ]^b� \hglheb� ^� bg�
`^g^kZe^�]^b�fZ`blmkZmb�_nkhgh�ihkmZm^�Z�KhfZ�]Z�MZkjnbgbZ�
^�\hl³�ink^�b�_Zl\b%�e^�Zl\^%�e^�mkhf[^�^�b�kbmb�lZ\kbÛ\Zeb�^�eZ�
]bobgZsbhg^�^�mnmmZ�eZ�fnlb\Z�]b�\nb�_Zggh�nlh�bg�KhfZ�g^ee^�
in[[eb\a^�fZgb_^lmZsbhgb��(ibidem"'�
La versione data dallo storico patavino Tito Livio 
!.2� Z'<'� �� *0� ]'<'"� bgm^`kZ� be� jnZ]kh� _hkgbmh� ]Ze�
lnh�\hgm^fihkZg^h�LmkZ[hg^�^�h__k^�ngZ� bffZ`bg^�
ln``^lmboZ�]^ee�hkb`bgZkbZ�`kZg]^ssZ�^�ihm^gsZ�]^`eb�
>mknl\ab�!Fig. 5), tale da esercitare il controllo sia sul 
Mbkk^gh� \a^� lnee�:]kbZmb\h%� hemk^� \a^� ln� `kZg� iZkm^�



+0della Penisola:

IkbfZ� ]^eeZ� ]hfbgZsbhg^� khfZgZ� eZ� ihm^gsZ� ^mknl\Z� lb�
estendeva ampiamente per terra e per mare; i nomi dei 
]n^�fZkb�lni^kbhk^�^�bg_^kbhk^%�]Z�\nb�e�BmZebZ�¯�\bgmZ�Z�`nblZ�
]b�ng�blheZ%�h__khgh�ngZ�m^lmbfhgbZgsZ�]^eeZ�ehkh�ihm^gsZ%�
ihb\a®�e�ngh�e^�ihiheZsbhgb�bmZeb\a^�\abZfZkhgh�fZk^�Mhl\h%�
ghf^� \hfng^� Zee�bgm^kZ� `^gm^%� ^� e�Zemkh� :]kbZmb\h%� ]ZeeZ�
\hehgbZ�^mknl\Z�]b�:]kbZ4�b�@k^\b�eb�\abZfZgh�ink^�Mbkk^gh�
^� :]kbZmb\h'� Lb� lmZ[bebkhgh� g^ee^� m^kk^� \a^� lb� lm^g]hgh� _kZ�
^gmkZf[b�b�fZkb%�_hg]Zg]h�]ZiikbfZ�*+�\bmm¨�g^eeZ�k^`bhg^�
_kZ�e�:ii^ggbgh�^�be�FZk�Mbkk^gh%�^�ihb�fZg]Zg]h�Ze�]b�e¨�
]^ee�:ii^ggbgh�Zemk^mmZgm^�\hehgb^�jnZgm^�^kZgh�e^�\bmm¨�]b�
hkb`bg^4� h\\niZkhgh� \hl³� mnmmZ� eZ� k^`bhg^� Ze� ]b� e¨� ]^e� Ih�
Ûgh�Zee^�:eib�^\\^mmnZmh�e�Zg`heh�Z[bmZmh�]Zb�O^g^mb�bgmhkgh�
Zee�^lmk^fbm¨�]^e�FZk^�:]kbZmb\h'�:g\a^�Ze\ng^�ihiheZsbhgb�
Zeibg^�lhgh�l^gsZ�]n[[bh�]b�hkb`bg^�^mknl\Z%�lhikZmmnmmh� b�
K^mb4�eZ�gZmnkZ�lm^llZ�]^b�enh`ab�ihb�eb�bf[Zk[Zk³�Ze�ingmh�\a^�
ghg�fZgm^gg^kh�Ze\ng^�]^ee^�\ZkZmm^kblmb\a^�Zgmb\a^�l^�ghg�
be�]bZe^mmh�^�Zg\a^�jn^lmh�\hkkhmmh��!O%�,,%�0&**"'�
E�Z\\^ggh� ÛgZe^� Z� ngZ� ^liZglbhg^� ^mknl\Z� Ûgh� Zee^�
:eib�^%�lhikZmmnmmh%�Z�ngZ�ehkh�bg]n[[bZ�
iZk^gm^eZ��
\hg� eZ� ihiheZsbhg^� ZeibgZ� ]^b� K^mb� !^ihgbfZ� ]^ee^�
ZmmnZeb� :eib� k^mb\a^"%� h__kboZ� ng� gnhoh� ^e^f^gmh� ]b�
oZenmZsbhg^�\a^�o^gg^�iZkmb\heZkf^gm^�̂ g_ZmbssZmh�g^e�
QBQ�l^\'�]Z�jnZgmb%�\hf^�Enb`b�Ib`hkbgb%�^l\en]^oZgh�
eZ�m^lb�]b�ngZ�hkb`bg^�hkb^gmZe^�]^`eb�>mknl\ab�^�]^`eb�
BmZeb\b�ZoZgsZg]h�\hgm^lmnZef^gm^�e�bihm^lb�]b�ngZ�ehkh�
ikho^gb^gsZ�\^gmkh^nkhi^Z%�i^k�\hg_^kfZk^�eZ�jnZe^�
il passo liviano costituiva un validissimo appiglio, 
Zg\a^�bg�obkm½�]^ee�ZgZeh`bZ�mkZ�be�ghf^�]^b�K^mb�^�eZ�
]^ghfbgZsbhg^� KZl^ggZ� \hg� eZ� jnZe^� `eb� >mknl\ab�
Zii^eeZoZgh�l^�lm^llb'

La teoria “autoctonista” di Dionigi di Alicarnasso

FZ�\henb�Ze�jnZe^�oZ�l^gs�Zemkh�Zmmkb[nbmZ�eZ�iZefZ�]b�
o^kh� ^� ikhikbh� 
_hg]Zmhk^� ]^eeZ� jn^lmbhg^� ^mknl\Z��
(per usare una fortunata espressione di Massimo 
IZeehmmbgh"�¯�ng�Zemkh�lmhkb\h�`k^\h�]^e�B�l^\heh�Z'<'%�
=bhgb`b�]b�:eb\ZkgZllh�!/)�Z'<'�\bk\Z���0�Z'<'"�!Fig. 
6), \a^%�g^e�ikbfh�eb[kh�]^ee^�ln^�:gmb\abm¨�KhfZg^, 
h__kboZ� eZ� ib½� \hfie^mZ� ^� Zkmb\heZmZ� kZll^`gZ� \kbmb\Z�
]^ee^� _hgmb�\a^%�Z�oZkbh� mbmheh%�Zo^oZgh�Z__khgmZmh� eZ�
jn^lmbhg^�]^ee�^mgh`^g^lb�]^ee^�ihiheZsbhgb�]^ee�BmZebZ�
preromana: 

Lb� ]b\^� \a^� b� ib½� Zgmb\ab� Z[bmZmhkb� ]^eeZ� \bmm¨%� \a^� hkZ� ¯�
Z[bmZmZ�]Zb�KhfZgb�^�\a^�]hfbgZ�eZ�m^kkZ�^�be�fZk^%�lbZgh�
b� Lb\neb%� ^� \bh¯� ngZ� ihiheZsbhg^� [Zk[ZkZ� ^� Znmh\mhgZ'�
G^llngh� ¯� bgo^\^� bg� `kZ]h� ]b� Z__^kfZk^� \hg� \^km^ssZ�
l^%� ikbfZ� ]b� \hlmhkh%� jn^lmZ� \bmm¨� _hll^� h\\niZmZ� ]Z� Zemkb�
h� _hll^� ]blZ[bmZmZ'� Be� ihiheh� ]^`eb� :[hkb`^gb� g^� ik^l^�
possesso dopo lunga guerra, dopo averla strappata ai 
ik^\^]^gmb� ihll^llhkb'� >llb� ]ZiikbfZ� obo^oZgh� lnb� fhgmb�
l^gsZ� ]b_^l^� fnkZkb^� ^� liZklb� i^k� obeeZ``b%� fZ� jnZg]h� b�
I^eZl`b� lb� f^l\heZkhgh� Z� ehkh� ^� Ze\ng^� Zemk^� ihiheZsbhgb�
`k^\a^�eb�ZbnmZkhgh�g^eeZ�`n^kkZ�\hgmkh�e^�`^gmb�\hgÛgZgmb%�
scacciarono la stirpe sicula dal suo territorio, fondarono 
_hkmbÛ\Zsbhgb� ^� ZmmnZkhgh� eZ� lhmmhfbllbhg^� ]b� mnmmZ� e�Zk^Z�
\hfik^lZ� mkZ� b� ]n^� Ûnfb� Ebkb� ^� M^o^k^� T�V'� Jn^lmb� ihiheb�
rimasero nella loro sede e non vennero mai scacciati da 
Zemkb'� :llngl^kh� ghfb� ]bo^klb� bg� ]n^� h\\Zlbhgb3� lbgh� ZeeZ�
`n^kkZ� ]b� MkhbZ� \hgl^koZkhgh� eZ� o^\\abZ� ]^ghfbgZsbhg^�
]b� :[hkb`^gb%� fZ� ]nkZgm^� be� k^`gh� ]b� EZmbgh%� \a^� k^`g¸�

Fig. 53�E^�ikbg\biZeb�ihiheZsbhgb�]^ee�BmZebZ�ik^khfZgZ'�?hgm^3�
Wikipedia

Fig. 63�KbmkZmmh�b]^ZebssZmh�]^eeh�lmhkb\h�=bhgb`b�]b�:eb\ZkgZl-
lh�!/)�Z'<'�\bk\Z���0�Z'<'"



+1 nel tempo della guerra di Troia, cominciarono ad essere 
\abZfZmb�EZmbgb'�T�V�!B%�2"'
Il pretesto per tale excursus�¯�h__^kmh�]Zee�^lb`^gsZ�]b�
kb\hlmknbk^�jnZgmh�̂ kZ�Zoo^gnmh�ikbfZ�]^eeZ�_hg]Zsbhg^�
]b�KhfZ%�bg�fh]h�mZe^�]Z�bgl^kbk^�eZ�lmhkbZ�]^eeZ�_nmnkZ�
]hfbgZmkb\^�]^e�F^]bm^kkZg^h�g^e�ib½�Zfibh�\hgm^lmh�
miti-storico nel quale i Greci avevano calato le loro 
lm^ll^� hkb`bgb%� nmbebssZg]h%� \hf�^kZ� ikZllb%� jnZe^�
punto di riferimento cronologico la guerra di Troia 
!\heeh\ZmZ�bgmhkgh�Ze�**1-�Z'<'%�l^\hg]h�eZ�\khgheh`bZ�
lmZ[bebmZ�]Z�>kZmhlm^g^�]b�<bk^g^%�l^`nbmh�]Z�=bhgb`b"�
^�be�\hfinmh�`^g^kZsbhgZe^'
EZ� gZkkZsbhg^� lb� \hgÛ`nkZ� ^ll^gsbZef^gm^� \hf^� ng�
]^mmZ`ebZmh� ^e^g\h� ]b� ihiheb� \a^%� Z� iZkmbk^� ]Z� ng�
lhlmkZmh�Znmh\mhgh�̂ �[Zk[Zkh�!bg�jnZgmh�
ghg�̀ k^\h�"%�
jn^eeh� ]^b� Lb\neb%� o^]^� lnll^`nbklb� i^k� fb`kZsbhgb%�
\hgjnblm^� ^� f^l\heZgs^� :[hkb`^gb� ^� I^eZl`b%�
ik^\nklhkb� ]b� jn^eeb� \a^� lb� lZk^[[^kh� ihb� \abZfZmb�
EZmbgb�̂ %�jnbg]b�!g^b�[kZgb�\a^�l^`nhgh�jn^eeb�bg�jn^lmZ�
l^]^�\bmZmb"%�:k\Z]b�!Ze�l^`nbmh�]b�>oZg]kh"%�@k^\b�]b�
oZkbZ�hkb`bg^�!Ze�l^`nbmh�]b�>kZ\e^"�^%�bgÛg^%�MkhbZgb%�
al seguito di Enea, per i quali, tuttavia, diversamente 
]Z�jnZgmh�ib½�h�f^gh�\hgm^fihkZg^Zf^gm^�f^mm^oZ�
bg� o^klb� Obk`bebh%� =bhgb`b� bihmbssZoZ� ngZ� hkb`bg^�
Zk\Z]b\Z%�bg�fh]h�mZe^�]Z�Zmmkb[nbk^�ngZ�Zk\a^mbib\Z�
o^lm^�`k^\Z�Z�mnmm^�e^�`^gmb�\a^%�]hih�eZ�\Z\\bZmZ�]^b�
Lb\neb%�Zok^[[^kh�ihiheZmh�be�lnheh�]b�KhfZ'�
G^e� lnh� m^gmZmboh� ]b� lblm^fZmbssZsbhg^� ^� kbhk]bgh�
]^ee^� f^f[kZ� \hg_nl^� ]^eeZ� mkZ]bsbhg^� Zg\a^�
=bhgb`b� ghg� in¸� ^lbf^klb� ]Ze� _Zk� kb\hklh� Zb� \hgln^mb�
topoi� ]^eeZ� mkZ]bsbhg^� lmhkbh`kZÛ\Z� `k^\Z%� \hf^� eZ�
\hgmkZiihlbsbhg^�mkZ�ngZ�lh\b^m¨�l^eoZ``bZ�![Zk[ZkZ"�
��ikboZ�]b�fnkZ�̂ %�jnbg]b%�]b�\bmm¨�̂ �Zkkh\\ZmZ�lnb�fhgmb�
bg� ib\\heb� obeeZ``b� liZklb� �� ^� ngZ� \bobebssZmZ%� `kZsb^�
Zee�Ziihkmh�]b�`^gmb�bffb`kZm^�]b�fZmkb\^�`k^\Z%�\hf^�
b�I^eZl`b%�\hlmknmmhkb�]b�fnkZ�i^k�ZgmhghfZlbZ'
G^eeZ� gZkkZsbhg^� ]bhgblbZgZ%� mnmmZobZ%� \hf^� fhemb�
lmhkb\b�^�Zk\a^heh`b�aZggh�^ob]^gsbZmh%�¯�\hfngjn^�
ihllb[be^� kZooblZk^� ng� lhlmkZmh� ]b� mkZ]bsbhgb�
genuinamente locali, alcune delle quali sembrano 
^__^mmboZf^gm^�mkhoZk^�kbl\hgmkh�g^eeZ�]h\nf^gmZsbhg^�
Zk\a^heh`b\Z%�\hf^�iZkk^[[^�]bfhlmkZk^� e�^lblm^gsZ�
]b�fZgb_^lmZsbhgb�\nemnkZeb�lbfbeb�g^e�\hklh�]^ee�^m¨�]^e�
;khgsh� !ghm^� \hf^� \nemnkZ� ikhmhobeeZghobZgZ"� bg� ng�
Zf[bmh�`^h`kZÛ\h�\hbg\b]^gm^�\hg�jn^eeh�bgm^k^llZmh�
]ZeeZ� ]bZlihkZ� lb\neZ%� h� e�^lblm^gsZ� bg� ^m¨� lmhkb\Z� ]b�
mkZ]bsbhgb�bgg^``bZgmb�Z�ngZ�\hfng^�hkb`bg^�]b�Ze\ng^�
\bmm¨�]^e�EZsbh�\hg�Zemk^�]^eeZ�Lb\bebZ%�\hf^�g^e�\Zlh�
]b� EZgnobh� \hg� <^gmnkbi^%� eZ� \nb� �syngheneia�� ¯�
m^lmbfhgbZmZ�]Z�ngZ�bl\kbsbhg^�kblZe^gm^�Ze�BB�l^\'�Z'<'�
!\_k'�?hkfZ�Nk[bl�QO%�@^ggZbh�+)*)"'
G^eeZ�ikhl^\nsbhg^�]^eeZ�lnZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�=bhgb`b�lb�
lh__^kfZ�bg�iZkmb\heZk^�lne�ikh[e^fZ�]^ee�^mgh`^g^lb�
]^`eb� :[hkb`^gb%� h__k^g]h\b� ng� jnZ]kh� ibnmmhlmh�
interessante delle varie ipotesi in gioco: 

:e\ngb�Z__^kfZgh�\a^�`eb�:[hkb`^gb%�]Z�\nb�]^kboZ�eZ�lmbki^�
khfZgZ%�^kZgh�Znmh\mhgb�]^ee�BmZebZ%�\bh¯�bg]b`^gb'�T�V�:emkb�
bgo^\^�]b\hgh�\a^�`^gmb�l^gsZ�]bfhkZ%�ghfZ]b�ikho^gb^gmb�
da diverse regioni si trovarono casualmente fra loro nello 
lm^llh�enh`h�̂ �ÛllZkhgh�eZ�ehkh�k^lb]^gsZ�bg�enh`ab�_hkmbÛ\Zmb�
obo^g]h�]b�l\hkk^kb^�^�iZlmhkbsbZ'�T�V�:emkb�gZkkZgh�bgo^\^�

\a^� `eb� :[hkb`^gb� ^kZgh� \hehgb� ]^b� Eb`nkb%� b� jnZeb� lhgh�
\hgÛgZgmb�]^`eb�Nf[kb'�T�V
B�ib½�]hmmb�]^`eb�lmhkb\b�khfZgb�T�V��]b\hgh�\a^�jn^lmb�ikbfb�
Z[bmZmhkb�^kZgh�@k^\b%�]b�jn^eeb�\a^�ng�m^fih�h\\niZoZgh�
e�:\ZbZ%� ^]� ^kZgh� ^fb`kZmb� fhem^� `^g^kZsbhgb� ikbfZ� ]^eeZ�
`n^kkZ�]b�MkhbZ'�FZ�bg�k^Zem¨�ghg�]blmbg`nhgh�g®�eZ�lmbki^�
`k^\Z�]^eeZ�jnZe^�_Z\^oZgh�iZkm^%�g®�eZ�\bmm¨�]ZeeZ�jnZe^�lb�
fhll^kh%� g®� e�^ih\Z%� g®� be� \hg]hmmb^kh� ]b� mZe^� _hg]Zsbhg^�
^� g^iink^� i^k� jnZeb� \bk\hlmZgs^� eZl\bZkhgh� eZ� fZ]k^�
iZmkbZ'�T�V�L^�eZ�o^klbhg^�]b�jn^lmb�nembfb�¯�Zmm^g]b[be^�ghg�
lZk^[[^kh� \hehgb� ]b� lmbki^� ]bo^klZ� ]Z� jn^eeZ� \a^� hkZ� ¯�
\abZfZmZ�Zk\Z]^�T�V'
Bh�i^glh�\a^�`eb�>ghmkb�lb�lbZgh�bfiZ]khgbmb�]b�fhemb�m^kkbmhkb�
]^e� k^lmh� ]�BmZebZ� h\\niZg]hg^� Ze\ngb� ]^l^kmb%� Zemkb� bgo^\^�
l\ZklZf^gm^� Z[bmZmb� ^� bghemk^� i^glh� \a^� Z[[bZgh� ]boblh�
ngZ�iZkm^�]^e�m^kkbmhkbh�]^`eb�Nf[kb�^�\a^�Z[[bZgh�ik^lh�be�
ghf^�]b�:[hkb`^gb�i^k�be�ehkh�lmZgsbZf^gmh�lnb�fhgmb'�T�V��
!B%�*)&*,"'
:mmbg`^g]h�lbZ�]Z� _hgmb�`k^\a^�\a^�khfZg^%�=bhgb`b�
kb^l\^� Z� hi^kZk^� ng�Z[be^� ^� Z\\nkZmZ� lbgm^lb� mkZ� e^�
oZkb^� bihm^lb� ]ZeeZ� jnZe^� ^f^k`^%� g^eeZ� lhlmZgsZ%�
ghghlmZgm^�e�bfi^`gh�^kn]bmh�]^ee^�ln^�oZkb^�_hgmb%�ng�
comune sostrato paraetimologico teso a ricostruire 
e�hkb`bg^� ]^`eb� :[hkb`^gb� lneeZ� [Zl^� ]^ee�ZllhgZgsZ�
del loro nome col verbo errare� !\a^� Zok^[[^�
`bnlmbÛ\Zmh�be�ehkh�^ll^k^�ghfZ]b�l^gsZ�ÛllZ�]bfhkZ"%�
col sostantivo greco designante le montagne (oros: 
dove essi avrebbero originariamente abitato), o con 
la perifrasi ab origine%�\a^�Zok^[[^�ZooZehkZmh�eZ�m^lb�
]b�ngZ�ehkh�ikbfbmboZ�Znmh\mhgbZ'�
Hongjn^� lmbZ� eZ� o^kbm¨%� e�bfihlmZsbhg^� ]bhgblbZgZ%�
così come quella delle sue fonti, non diverge 
]ZeeZ� \ZkZmm^kblmb\Z� ^kn]bsbhg^� ^sbheh`b\Z� \a^�
Zok^[[^� \hgghmZmh� e�bg]Z`bg^� ik^beenfbgblmb\Z�
lnee�hkb`bg^� ]b� fhem^� \bmm¨� bmZebZg^4� ng� f^mh]h� \a^�
ancora oggi troviamo spesso applicato in opere 
^kn]bm^� ]b� l\Zklh� Ziikh_hg]bf^gmh� \kbmb\h� ^� \a^�
\hgghm¸� Zg\a^� iZkm^� ]^ee�ZgmbjnZkbZ� hmmh\^gm^l\Z%�
Z__Zl\bgZmZ� ]Zee^� ZgZeh`b^� hghfZlmb\a^� kZooblZ[beb�
comparativisticamente tra gli estremi popolati del 
fhg]h� Zgmb\h'� Ng� nlh� ^\\^llboZf^gm^� ]blbgohemh�
]^eeZ�mhihghfZlmb\Z%�mnmmZobZ%�in¸�`^g^kZk^�_ZgmZlfb�
h� bg\Znm^� kb\hlmknsbhgb%� k^g]^g]h� ieZnlb[beb� bihm^lb�
bg� f^kbmh� Z� ngZ� eh\ZebssZsbhg^� l\Zg]bgZoZ� ]^ee^�
i^kbi^sb^� ]b� Nebll^� hiink^%� iZkZ]hllZef^gm^%�
\hgl^gm^g]h�]b�bihmbssZk^%�jnZehkZ�fZg\Zll^kh�_hgmb�
Zem^kgZmbo^%� ngZ� ]bl\^g]^gsZ� ]b� mnmmb� `eb� :f^kb\Zgb�
]Ze� gZob`Zmhk^� Ûhk^gmbgh� :f^kb`h� O^lin\\b� h� ]^b�
<hehf[bZgb�]Z�<kblmh_hkh�<hehf[h�
>iink^%�Zg\a^�g^eeZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�]bhgblbZgZ%�Z_ÛhkZ�
ngZ� \abZkZ� ^]� ^lieb\bmZ� bfihlmZsbhg^� f^mh]heh`b\Z�
\a^� `eb� \hgl^gm^� ]b� ebjnb]Zk^� e�bihm^lb� ^ee^gbssZgm^�
dei più dotti degli storici romani a partire dalla loro 
bg\ZiZ\bm¨� ]b� bg]bob]nZk^� \hg� ^lZmm^ssZ� eZ� stirpe 
greca�]b�\nb�`eb�:[hkb`^gb�Zok^[[^kh�_Zmmh�iZkm^%� eZ�
città�]ZeeZ�jnZe^�lb�lZk^[[^kh�fhllb%�e�epoca�bg�\nb�\b¸�
sarebbe avvenuto, il condottiero�\a^�eb�Zok^[[^�̀ nb]Zmb�
e le circostanze \a^� eb� Zok^[[^kh� libgmb� Z� ^fb`kZk^%�
_Zmmhkb�\a^�\hfiZkboZgh%�Zef^gh�bg�iZkm^%�g^e�\bmZmh�
[kZgh� ^kh]hm^h� h� \a^� Û`nkZoZgh� g^ee�Archaiologia 
mn\b]b]^Z� bg� k^eZsbhg^� ZeeZ� \hehgbssZsbhg^� `k^\Z� bg�
BmZebZ�^�\a^%�\hgl^`n^gm^f^gm^%�lb�kbm^g^oZ�ihm^ll^kh�
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\hg_^kbk^� ZeeZ� gZkkZsbhg^� ngZ� iZm^gm^� ]b� o^kb]b\bm¨%�
Zg\a^�lheh�bg�obkm½�]^eeZ�!li^llh�ZiiZk^gm^"�ik^\blbhg^�
^�l\knihehlbm¨�]^b�]Zmb�kb_^kbmb'
:� jn^lmh� ingmh� ]^e� kZ\\hgmh� =bhgb`b� ]ho^oZ�
necessariamente confrontarsi con il problema 
]^ee�hkb`bg^�]^b�`b¨�f^gsbhgZmb�I^eZl`b�Zb�jnZeb�Ze\ng^�
mkZ]bsbhg^�li^llh�e^`ZoZgh�jn^eeZ�]^`eb�>mknl\ab3�

Bg� l^`nbmh� Ze\ngb� mkZ� b� I^eZl`b%� \a^� h\\niZoZgh� jn^eeZ�
\a^�hkZ�lb�\abZfZ�M^llZ`ebZ%�\hlmk^mmb�Z�eZl\bZk^�eZ�ikhikbZ�
iZmkbZ%� lb� lmZgsbZkhgh� Zllb^f^� Z`eb� :[hkb`^gb� ^� \hg� ehkh�
\hf[Zmm^oZgh� \hgmkh� b� Lb\neb'� @eb� :[hkb`^gb� eb� Zo^oZgh�
Z\\hemb� lbZ� bg� jnZgmh� gnmkboZgh� eZ� li^kZgsZ� ]b� kb\ZoZkg^�
un vantaggio, sia, coma io sono persuaso, soprattutto per 
kZ`bhgb�]b�\hglZg`nbg^bm¨'�Jn^eeZ�]^b�I^eZl`b�̂ kZ%�bg_Zmmb%�ngZ�
lmbki^� `k^\Z� \a^� Zgmb\Zf^gm^� ikho^gboZ� ]Ze� I^ehihgg^lh'�
Erano passati attraverso numerose vicissitudini di varia 
natura e particolarmente per il loro modo di vita girovago, 
l^gsZ�ÛllZ�]bfhkZ�̂ �l^gsZ�ihm^k�_Zk^�kb_^kbf^gmh�Z�ng�enh`h�
lb\nkh'�Bg�ng�ikbfh�m^fih�^llb�Z[bmZoZgh�eZ�k^`bhg^�ik^llh�
:k`h�Z\a^Z%�\hf^�hkZ�ob^g^�\abZfZmZ%�^]�^kZgh�Znmh\mhgb%�
kbli^mmh�Z�jn^eeZ�k^`bhg^�T�V'�Ik^l^kh�bgbsbZef^gm^�jn^lmZ�
]^ghfbgZsbhg^� ]Ze� k^� I^eZl`h'� T�V� FZ� g^eeZ� l^lmZ�
`^g^kZsbhg^� _nkhgh� Z� ehkh� ohemZ� l\Z\\bZmb� ]ZeeZ� M^llZ`ebZ�
]Z�<nk^mb�^�E^e^`b%�ihiheZsbhgb�\a^�hkZ�lb�\abZfZgh�>mheb�^�
Eh\k^lb%�^�]Z�fhemb�Zemkb�\a^�obohgh�g^eeZ�shgZ�]^e�IZkgZlh4�
ZeeZ�`nb]Z�]^b�ehkh�g^fb\b�ob�^kZ�=^n\Zebhg^�T�V�!B%�*0"'
<hf^� lb� ^obg\^� ]Ze� [kZgh� \bmZmh%� eZ� gZkkZsbhg^%� g^e�
momento stesso in cui si sposta sul suolo greco, si 
Zkkb\\abl\^�]b�bggnf^k^oheb�]^mmZ`eb�^%�bg�iZkmb\heZk^%�
di quelli relativi a stirpe (peloponnesiaca), città di 
origine !:k`h�Z\a^Z"% circostanze !\hgm^l^�\hg�<nk^mb�
e Lelegi), condottiero (Pelasgo) e cronologia (nella 

l^lmZ�̀ ^g^kZsbhg^" \a^%�\hf^�lb�̄ �oblmh%�Zll^\hg]Zg]h�
eZ� f^gmZebm¨� lmhkbh`kZÛZ� `k^\Z%� \hg_^kbl\hgh� Ze�
kZ\\hgmh�\k^]b[bebm¨'�LneeZ�[Zl^�]b�ik^lniihlmb�kbm^gnmb�
lheb]b%� =bhgb`b� ikh\^]^� i^k� bg]nsbhg^%� bihmbssZg]h�
jn^eeZ� \hfngZgsZ� ]b� lmbki^� !syngheneia) con gli 
:[hkb`^gb�\a^�Zok^[[^�̀ bnlmbÛ\Zmh�eZ�ehkh�]blihgb[bebm¨�
Z]�Z\\h`eb^k^�b�ikh_n`ab�I^eZl`b�!Fig. 7"'�G^e�kZ\\hgmh�
dionisiano a scacciarli dalla Tessaglia sarebbe stata 
ngZ� Zee^ZgsZ� mkZ� <nk^mb� ^� E^e^`b� `nb]Zmb� ]Z� jn^e�
=^n\Zebhg^%�Û`ebh�]b�Ikhf^m^h%�\a^%�g^e�fbmh�`k^\h%�
ZgZeh`Zf^gm^� ZeeZ� gZkkZsbhg^� o^m^khm^lmZf^gmZkbZ�
relativa a Noè (Genesi 2&*)"%�Zok^[[^�kbihiheZmh� be�
mondo dopo il diluvio universale, dando origine alle 
lmbkib�̀ k^\a^�!mkZ�b�lnhb�Û`eb�Û`nkZoZ�ghg�Z�\Zlh�>ee^gh"�
^�bgZn`nkZg]h�ngZ�gnhoZ�lmZ`bhg^�]^ee�nfZgbm¨'�NgZ�
ZgZeh`bZ%� jn^lm�nembfZ%� \a^%� ink� _hg]Zg]hlb� ln� ng�
bffZ`bgZkbh� Zk\a^mbib\h� ibnmmhlmh� \hfng^� ^� ]b__nlh�
Zg\a^�bg�\nemnk^�̂ lmkZg^^�Z�jn^ee^�h\\b]^gmZeb�!lb�o^]Z%�
Z]�^l^fibh%�e�^ihi^Z�lnf^kb\Z�]b�@be`Zf^ò"%�\hlmbmn³�
lbg�]Zee�nfZg^lbfh�ng�_hg]Zf^gmZe^�ingmh�]b�bgg^lmh�
mkZ� eZ� mkZ]bsbhg^� [b[eb\Z� ^� jn^eeZ� \eZllb\Z%� lne� jnZe^�
lb� bg\^gmkZkhgh� e^� kb\hlmknsbhgb� ib½� Zk]bf^gmhl^� ]b�
^kn]bmb�\hf^�:ggbh�]Z�Obm^k[h�h�:maZgZlbnl�Dbk\a^k'
=hih� Zo^k� \bk\hlmZgsbZmh� \hf^� ihm^oZ� e^� hkb`bgb�
^� e^� fhmboZsbhgb� ]^eeZ� ehkh� ^fb`kZsbhg^%� =bhgb`b�
ikhl^`nboZ� kb\hlmkn^g]h� g^e� ]^mmZ`ebh� e^� ]bgZfb\a^�
della diaspora pelasgica, tale da disperderli in quasi 
mnmmh�e�>`^h�̂ %�bg�iZkmb\heZk^%�bg�shg^�]ho^�eZ�ik^l^gsZ�
]b� fnkZ� iheb`hgZeb� Z`eb� h\\ab� ]b� \ab� e^� \hgm^fieZoZ�
l^f[kZoZ�bg]bsbZk^�ng�ehkh�ikbfbmboh�iZllZ``bh3 
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,) “I Pelasgi si dispersero nella fuga: alcuni raggiunsero 
<k^mZ%� f^gmk^� Zemkb� lb� bfiZ]khgbkhgh� ]b� jnZe\ngZ� ]^ee^�
blhe^�<b\eZ]b'�:e\ngb�lb�lmZ[bebkhgh�g^e�m^kkbmhkbh�T�V�ik^llh�
e�Hebfih%�Zemkb�bgo^\^�lb�ihkmZkhgh�g^eeZ�;^hsbZ%�eZ�?h\b]^�^�
e�>n[^Z'�<hehkh�\a^�lb�̂ kZgh�]bk^mmb�o^klh�e�:lbZ�h\\niZkhgh�
fhemb�m^kkbmhkb�eng`h�eZ�\hlmZ�]^ee�>ee^lihgmh%�\hl³�ink^�fhem^�
blhe^� ikhlib\b^gmb� eZ� \hlmZ%� _kZ� \nb� e�ZmmnZe^� blheZ� ]b� E^l[h�
T�V'� EZ� fZ``bhk� iZkm^� ]b� ^llb� mkho¸� kb_n`bh� g^ee�bgm^kgh�
presso gli abitanti di Dodona, loro consanguinei, contro 
b�jnZeb�\hf^�Z[bmZmhkb�]b�ngZ�\bmm¨�lZgmZ�g^llngh�Zok^[[^�
i^glZmh�]b�fnho^k^�̀ n^kkZ'�Bg�jn^lmZ�\bmm¨�̂ llb�lb�_^kfZkhgh�
per un tempo ragionevole, ma quando si avvidero di essere 
dannosi per gli abitanti di Dodona, in quanto la terra non 
era in grado di nutrire tutti quanti, lasciarono la regione 
Z\\h`eb^g]h� e�hk]bg^� ]^ee�hkZ\heh� ]b� gZob`Zk^� ZeeZ� ohemZ�
]^ee�BmZebZ%�\a^�ZeehkZ�lb�\abZfZoZ�LZmnkgbZ��!B%�*1"'�
Ln[^gmkZ� Z� jn^lmh� ingmh� be� oZmb\bgbh� ]b� ng� hkZ\heh%�
jn^eeh� Zgmb\abllbfh� ]b� =h]hgZ� \a^� Zok^[[^� libgmh� b�
I^eZl`b�ZeeZ�ohemZ�]^ee�BmZebZ%�ZgZeh`Zf^gm^�Z�jnZgmh�
g^ee�^ib\Z� obk`bebZgZ� lZk^[[^� Z\\Z]nmh� Z� >g^Z%�
bg]bkbssZmh�Zg\a�^`eb�]Zee�hkZ\heh�]b�=h]hgZ�o^klh�eZ�
lnZ��antica madre��!�Antiquam exquirite matrem�3�
Aen.�BBB%�2/"'�


:ee^lmbkhgh� gnf^khl^� gZob� ^� lb� ]bk^ll^kh� o^klh� eh� Bhgbh%�
f^mm^g]h� \nkZ� ]b� kZ``bng`^k^� e^� k^`bhgb� ib½� ikhllbf^�
]^ee�BmZebZ%� fZ%� Z� \ZnlZ� ]^b� o^gmb� f^kb]bhgZeb� ^� ]^eeZ�
l\ZklZ� \hghl\^gsZ� ]^b� enh`ab%� ^llb� _nkhgh� ihkmZmb� hemk^� ^�
hkf^``bZkhgh�ik^llh�ngZ�]^ee^�_h\b�]^e�Ûnf^�Ih�]b�ghf^�
LibgZ'�Jnb� eZl\bZkhgh� eZ�ÜhmmZ�^� eZ�iZkm^�]^eeZ�`^gm^�\a^�
^kZ�f^gh�bg�`kZ]h�]b�lhlm^g^k^�`kZob�l_hksb�Ûlb\b%�eZl\bZg]h�
ng�ik^lb]bh�lnee^�gZob%�i^k�`ZkZgmbklb�ngZ�ihllb[bebm¨�]b�_n`Z�
g^e� \Zlh� bg� \nb� e�bfik^lZ� ghg� _hll^� ehkh� kbnl\bmZ'� Jn^eeb�
\a^� ^kZgh� kbfZlmb� g^eeZ� k^`bhg^� ]b� LibgZ� \bk\hg]Zkhgh�
e�Z\\ZfiZf^gmh� \hg� ngZ� \bgmZ� ^� kb_hkgbkhgh� e^� gZob� ]b�
o^mmhoZ`ebZf^gmb'� JnZg]h� iZko^� ehkh� \a^� e^� _Z\\^g]^� lb�
f^mm^ll^kh�[^g^%�_hg]Zkhgh�ngZ�\bmm¨�\a^�Zo^oZ�eh�lm^llh�
ghf^�]^eeZ�_h\^�]^e�Ûnf^'�>[[^kh�ihb�[nhgZ�_hkmngZ%�fhemh�
ib½�\a^�mnmmb�̀ eb�Zemkb�Z[bmZgmb�]^ee^�\hlm^�bhgb\a^%�Z__^kfZg]hlb�
i^k� fhemh� m^fih� \hf^� b� ib½� ihm^gmb� lne� fZk^� ^� _nkhgh� bg�
`kZ]h� ]b� ihkmZk^� Ze� lZgmnZkbh� ]b� =^eÛ� ]^\bf^� lie^g]b]^�
jnZgm�Zemk^� fZb� kb\ZoZm^� ]Zee^� ehkh� Zmmbobm¨� fZkbgZk^'� >llb�
_nkhgh�ihb�\hf[Zmmnmb�\hg�`kZg]b�l\ab^kZf^gmb�]b�_hks^�]Zb�
[Zk[Zkb�\a^�Z[bmZoZgh�g^ee^�shg^�ob\bg^�^�_nkhgh�\hlmk^mmb�
Z]� Z[[Zg]hgZk^� eZ� \bmm¨'� Jn^lmb� [Zk[Zkb� Z� ehkh� ohemZ%�
_nkhgh�bg�m^fib�ln\\^llbob�l\Z\\bZmb�]Zb�KhfZgb'�<hl³�]ngjn^�
l\hfiZko^�eZ�lmbki^�]^b�I^eZl`b�\a^�lb�̂ kZ�lmZgsbZmZ�Z�LibgZ'�
Jn^b� I^eZl`b%� bgo^\^%� \a^� Zo^oZgh� ]bk^mmh� eZ� ehkh� fZk\bZ�
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,*o^klh�e�bgm^kgh%�lni^kZkhgh�eZ�shgZ�fhgmZ`ghlZ�]^ee�BmZebZ�
^� `bngl^kh� ZeeZ� k^`bhg^� ]^`eb� Nf[kb� \a^� ^kZgh� \hgÛgZgmb�
]^`eb�:[hkb`^gb��!B%�*1&*2"'
Le fonti cui Dionigi faceva riferimento (come egli 
Zok^[[^� k^lh� ib½� ^lieb\bmh� ih\h� ]hih"� bg]b\ZoZgh�
un loro primo approdo presso una della foci del Po 
]^ghfbgZmZ� LibgZ4� ngZ� eh\Zebm¨� lb`gbÛ\ZmboZf^gm^�
]blmZgm^� ]Ze� ehkh� hkb`bgZkbh� ingmh� ]b� iZkm^gsZ� bg�
>ibkh� \a^� eh� \hlmkbg`^oZ� Z� bgmkh]nkk^� g^e� kZ\\hgmh�
e�Zsbhg^�]b�venti meridionali e la scarsa conoscenza 
dei luoghi� i^k� `bnlmbÛ\Zk^� ngZ� f^mZ� \hl³� bglhebmZ�
kbli^mmh%�Z]�^l^fibh%�Ze�[^g�ib½�ob\bgh�LZe^gmh'�MZe^�
ZghfZebZ�h``b�in¸�_hkl^�̂ ll^k^�lib^`ZmZ�bg�obkm½�]^eeZ�
ghmhkb^m¨�]^eeZ�\bmm¨�^mknl\Z�]b�LibgZ�Zee�^ih\Z�bg�\nb�
o^gg^�_hkfZg]hlb�e�b]^Z�]b�ngZ�lnZ�hkb`bg^�i^eZl`Z%�
kbo^klZmZ� ]Ze� eh`h`kZ_h� >eeZgb\h� ]b� E^l[h� !-2)� Z'<'�
\bk\Z�&�-).�Z'<'"�g^eeZ�?hkhgb]^%�ng�hi^kZ�lmhkbh`kZÛ\Z�
andata dispersa, nella quale veniva tentata una 
kb\hlmknsbhg^�]^ee^�mkZ]bsbhgb�ib½�Zgmb\a^�ln`eb�Z[bmZgmb�
]^e� I^ehihgg^lh� ^%� bg� iZkmb\heZk^%� lnb� I^eZl`b'� MkZ�
e^� \bmm¨� ]^ee�:]kbZmb\h� Zee�^ih\Z� ib½� ghm^� ^kZ� jnZlb�
bg^obmZ[be^� \a^� e�Zmm^gsbhg^� \Z]^ll^� ln� LibgZ� !gZmZ�
g^eeZ�l^\hg]Z�f^m¨�]^e�OB�l^\heh�Z'<'�i^k�lihlmZk^�
be�[Zkb\^gmkh�^\hghfb\h�^�\hff^k\bZe^�]^`eb�>mknl\ab�
lnee�:]kbZmb\h%� bg� l^`nbmh� Z`eb� ^o^gmb� \hkk^eZmb� ZeeZ�
[ZmmZ`ebZ�]b�:eZebZ���.-.&.-)�Z'<'�\Z'���\a^�Zo^oZgh�
lZg\bmh�ngZ�bg^]bmZ�ln]]boblbhg^�]^ee^�l_^k^�]b�bgÜn^gsZ�
]^e� Mbkk^gh� mkZ� @k^\b%� <ZkmZ`bg^lb� ^]� >mknl\ab"� i^k�
spiegarne le origini a partire dalla diaspora pelasgica 
e per ricondurne, conseguentemente, i successi (quali 
la loro Z__^kfZsbhg^� lne� fZk^� ^� e�h__^kmZ� ]b�decime 
lie^g]b]^�jnZgm�Zemk^�fZb�Ze�lZgmnZkbh�]b�=^eÛ"�Z�ngZ�
matrice ellenica (Fig. 8), assecondando quel tipico 
orgoglio greco restio ad attribuire glorie o primati a 
popoli ritenuti barbaroi%� \hf^� ]bfhlmkZgh� `eb� l_hksb�
]^eeh�lm^llh�=bhgb`b�g^e�_Zk^�]b�KhfZ%�Z�mnmmb�`eb�^__^mmb%�
una ellenìs polis%�\hl³�\hf^�Zoo^gboZ�Zg\a^�i^k�LibgZ�
!\_k'�STRAB'%�O%�B%�0�^�PS. SCYLAX%�*0"'
FZ�LibgZ�^kZ�lheh�eZ�ikbfZ�mZiiZ�]^eeZ�]bZlihkZ�]^b�
I^eZl`b�bg�BmZebZ%�ihb\a®�iZkm^�]b�^llb�lb�lZk^[[^�libgmZ�
o^klh� e�:ii^ggbgh%� mkZ� `eb� Nf[kb%� ikbfZ� !]ho^� `eb�
o^gboZ�Zmmkb[nbmZ� eZ�_hg]Zsbhg^�]b�Crotone, evidente 
lapsus linguae�i^k�<hkmhgZ"%�^�mkZ�`eb�:[hkb`^gb%�ihb%�
i^k�^lmbg`n^klb%�bgÛg^%�l^gsZ�eZl\bZk^�mkZ\\bZ3

E�^ih\Z� g^eeZ� jnZe^� b� I^eZl`b� \hfbg\bZkhgh� Z� ]^\Z]^k^�
_n� Zee�bg\bk\Z� eZ� l^\hg]Z� `^g^kZsbhg^� ikbfZ� ]^eeZ� `n^kkZ�
]b� MkhbZ� ^� lb� ikhmkZll^� Zg\a^� hemk^� ]b� ^llZ%� Ûg\a®� jn^lmh�
ihiheh�lb�kb]nll^�Ze�fbgbfh�^%�lZeoh�<khmhg^%�e�bfihkmZgm^�
\bmm¨� ]^ee�Nf[kbZ� ^� jnZe\a^� Zemkh� \^gmkh� _hg]Zmh� g^e�
m^kkbmhkbh� ]^`eb� :[hkb`^gb%� e^� kbfZg^gmb� \bmm¨� i^eZl`b\a^�
i^kbkhgh'� T�V� Gnf^khlb� ihiheb� h\\niZkhgh� ihb� e^� \bmm¨�
]hih�e�Z[[Zg]hgh�]^b�I^eZl`b%�kbli^mmboZf^gm^�jn^ee^�]b�\nb�
^kZgh�\hgÛgZgmb�fZ�_nkhgh�lhikZmmnmmh�b�Mbkk^gb�Z�h\\niZk^�
e^� ib½� `kZg]b� ^� bfihkmZgmb'� B� Mbkk^gb� o^g`hgh� ]Z� Ze\ngb�
\hglb]^kZmb� Znmh\mhgb%� ]Z� Zemkb� bgo^\^� ngZ� ihiheZsbhg^�
bffb`kZmZ'� B� lhlm^gbmhkb� ]^ee�Znmh\mhgbZ� mbkk^gb\Z� _Zggh�
]^kboZk^� be�ghf^�]^b�Mbkk^gb�]Z�jn^eeh�]^ee^� _hkm^ss^�\a^%�
primi tra gli abitanti della regione, costruirono; Tyrseis si 
\abZfZgh%�bg_Zmmb%�ik^llh�b�Mbkk^gb�\hl³�\hf^�ik^llh�b�@k^\b%�
`eb�^]bÛ\b�\hg�fnkb�^�m^mmh�T�V��!B%�+/"'�
MkZ�e^�ihiheZsbhgb�\a^�lb�lZk^[[^kh�bfiZ]khgbm^�]^ee^�
spoglie delle città pelasgiche� Û`nkZoZgh%� ikbfb� _kZ�

mnmmb%�b�Mbkk^gb%�lneeZ�\nb�hkb`bg^%�ÛgZef^gm^%�=bhgb`b�lb�
sofferma, prima offrendo una ipotesi paraetimologica 
per spiegarne il nome e, poi, riferendo con la consueta 
acribia le varie tesi di quanti si erano soffermati sul 
ikh[e^fZ�]^eeZ�ehkh�`^g^lb�^�ikho^gb^gsZ3�

B� lhlm^gbmhkb� ]^eeZ� m^lb� ]^ee�bffb`kZsbhg^%� _Z\^g]h�
kb_^kbf^gmh�ZeeZ�e^``^g]Z%�Z__^kfZgh�\a^�_n�Mbkk^gh%�be�\Zih�
]^eeZ�\hehgbZ%�Z�]Zk^�be�lnh�ghf^�Z�jn^lmh�ihiheh'�>`eb�^kZ�
eb]bh� ]b� lmbki^%� ]^e� m^kkbmhkbh� ngZ� ohemZ� \abZfZmh� F^hgbZ%�
^]�^kZ�^fb`kZmh�bg�m^fib�k^fhmb'�T�V�=Z�:mb�^�<Zeebm^Z�T�V�
gZ\jn^kh� Eb]h� ^� Mbkk^gh'� Eb]h%� kbfZlmh� g^eeZ� lnZ� iZmkbZ%�
assunse il regno paterno e da lui si denomina Lidia la 
k^`bhg^'� Mbkk^gh� \hgjnblm¸%� Z� \Zih� ]^eeZ� \hehgbssZsbhg^%�
Zfib^� shg^� ]^ee�BmZebZ� ^� ]Z� enb� ik^l^kh� be� ghf^� ]b� Mbkk^gb�
b� iZkm^\biZgmb� ZeeZ� li^]bsbhg^'� =bo^klZf^gm^� >kh]hmh� ]b\^�
\a^�T�V��!B%�+0"'�
:e�ikbfh�ihlmh%�Zg\a^�bg�obkm½�]^ee�Znmhkbm¨�]^eeZ�_hgm^%�
ob�¯�eZ�mkZ]bsbhg^�^kh]hm^Z%�
\eZllbÛ\ZmZ��]Z�=bhgb`b�
mkZ� jn^ee^� ]^b� 
fb`kZsbhgblmb�4� Z]� ^llZ� ^`eb� ihb� _Z�
seguire altri brani corrispondenti a ulteriori divergenti 
versioni per gran parte delle quali il brano seguente 
\hlmbmnbl\^�h``b�e�ngb\Z�m^lmbfhgbZgsZ�lni^klmbm^3�

Lh�\a^�fhemb�Zemkb�lmhkb\b�aZggh�]Zmh�jn^lmZ�o^klbhg^�lneeZ�
stirpe dei Tirreni, alcuni negli stessi termini, altri invece 
]b__^k^gsbZg]hlb� kb`nZk]h� Zb� fh]b� ^� Zb� m^fib� ]b� jn^lmZ�
\hehgbssZsbhg^'�T�V�QZgmh�]b�Eb]bZ�TO�l^\'�Z'<'V�bg�g^llng�
punto della sua storia parla di Tirreno come di un signore 
]^b� Eb]b� ^� ghg� lZ� ]b� ngZ� \hehgbssZsbhg^� ]b� F^hgb� \a^�
Zok^[[^kh� h\\niZmh� e�BmZebZ'� T�V� >eeZgb\h� ]b� E^l[h� ]b\^�
\a^�b�Mbkk^gb�ikbfZ�lb�\abZfZoZgh�I^eZl`b�^�\a^�ik^l^kh�be�
ghf^� \a^� hkZ� aZggh� ]hih� ^ll^klb� lmZgsbZmb� bg� BmZebZ'� >`eb�
_Z%� g^eeZ� ?hkhgb]^%� jn^lmh� ]bl\hklh3� �?kZlmhk^� _n� Û`ebh� ]b�
I^eZl`h�T�V�T]Z�jn^lmb�]bl\^l^V�GZgZl'�=nkZgm^�be�k^`gh�]b�
questo i Pelasgi furono scacciati dal loro paese dai Greci 
^%� eZl\bZm^� e^� ehkh� gZob� ik^llh� be� Ûnf^� Libg^m^%� g^e� `he_h�
Bhgbh%�ik^l^kh�<khmhg^%�ngZ�\bmm¨�]^ee�bgm^kgh�^%�iZkmbmb�]b�e³%�
h\\niZkhgh�jn^eeZ�\a^�ghb�hkZ�\abZfbZfh�Mbkk^gbZ�'�Fbklbeh�
TBBB�l^\'�Z'<'V�lnb�Mbkk^gb�^lihg^�e�bgo^klh�kbli^mmh�Z�>eeZgb\h%�
^� Z__^kfZ� \a^� b� Mbkk^gb%� eZl\bZmZ� eZ� ehkh� iZmkbZ%� Zllngl^kh�
g^e� \hklh� ]^b� ehkh� lihlmZf^gmb%� l^gsZ� f^mZ� ÛllZ%� be� ghf^�
]b� I^eZk`b%� Z� lhfb`ebZgsZ� ]^`eb� n\\^eeb� \abZfZmb� I^eZk`b%�
ihb\a®%�\hf^�jn^lmb%�fb`kZkhgh�Z�lmhkfh�i^k�eZ�@k^\bZ�^�
e^� k^`bhgb� [Zk[Zkb\a^'� >llb� Zok^[[^kh� Zg\a^� bggZesZmh� be�
fnkh� ]b� \bgmZ� \a^� \bk\hg]Z� e�Z\khiheb%� be� \hlb]]^mmh� fnkh�
i^eZk`b\h��!B%�+1"'
La rassegna delle fonti è al tempo stesso accurata 
^� f^mh]b\Z� ^%� \hlZ� Zg\hk� ib½� lb`gbÛ\ZmboZ%� ikh\^]^�
Zg\a^� i^k� bg]bsb� g^`Zmbob4� bg_Zmmb%� i^k� \hgmkZlmZk^� e^�
m^lb�fb`kZsbhgblm^%�^`eb�\bmZ�in primis�e�Znmhkbm¨�]b�ngh�
storico lidio contemporaneo di Erodoto (e, quindi, 
ihm^gsbZef^gm^� bg_hkfZmh� lnb� _Zmmb� ^� lnee^� mkZ]bsbhgb�
eh\Zeb"%� hll^koZg]h� \hf^� fZg\ab� g^eeZ� lnZ� hi^kZ�
jnZelboh`ebZ� kb_^kbf^gmh� Z� ng� \hg]hmmb^kh� \abZfZmh�
Mbkk^gh�h�Z�ngZ�^fb`kZsbhg^�eb]bZ�bg�BmZebZ'�
=hih� Zo^k� 
bg]^[hebmh�� bg� mZe� fh]h� `eb� Zk`hf^gmb�
^kh]hm^b%� =bhgb`b� iZllZ� Zee�ZgZeblb� ]^eeZ� mkZ]bsbhg^�
pelasgica, riferendo per esteso il brano di Ellanico 
\nb� Zo^oZ� Zeenlh� bg� ik^\^]^gsZ� ^]� ^ob]^gsbZg]h�
come questi ritenesse Pelasgi e Tirreni due nomi 
diversi per designare la medesima stirpe, divenuta 

mbkk^gb\Z�� ]hih� eZ� lnZ� fb`kZsbhg^� ZeeZ� ohemZ�
]^ee�BmZebZ'�=bhgb`b%�ink�^ll^g]hlb�Z_Û]Zmh�Zee�Znmhkbm¨�
]^e� eh`h`kZ_h� ]b� E^l[h� g^eeZ� kb\hlmknsbhg^� ]^ee^�



,+

vicende dei Pelasgi, nel riportare subito dopo la tesi 
bgo^klZ� ]^e� lnh� k^\^gsbhk^� \hgm^kkZg^h%� Fbklbeh� ]b�
Metimna (autore di una storia di Lesbo di cui restano 
ih\abllbfb� _kZff^gmb"%� \^k\ZoZ� ieZnlb[bef^gm^� ]b�
^ob]^gsbZk^�e^�\hgmkZ]]bsbhgb�^lblm^gmb�g^ee^�mkZ]bsbhgb�
\a^� lhlm^g^oZgh� ngZ� ^jnZsbhg^� I^eZl`b6Mbkk^gb%�
mZeb� ]Z� ik^lniihkk^� ngZ� hkb`bgZkbZ� h\\niZsbhg^�
mbkk^gb\Z� ]^eeZ� lm^llZ� :m^g^'� M^lm^� Fbklbeh%� bg_Zmmb%� Zb�
Tirreni avrebbe dovuto essere addirittura attribuita 
eZ�k^ZebssZsbhg^�]^ee^�Zgmb\abllbf^�^�bgobheZ[beb�fnkZ�
]^ee�:\khiheb� ]^ghfbgZm^� pelargikon (sulle quali si 
o^]Z�Zg\a^�TUC�BB%�*0"%�Zg\hkZ�h``b�oblb[beb�bg�mnmmZ�eZ�
ehkh�bfihg^gsZ�!Fig. 9"%�\a^%�\hf^�lhlm^g^oZgh�Zemk^�
fonti, venivano riferite alla maestria poliorcetica dei 
I^eZl`b%�k^lb]^gmb�Z]�:m^g^�ikbfZ�]b�^ll^k^�\hlmk^mmb�Z�
fb`kZk^�\hf^�e^�
\b\h`g^��!pelargoi) e a trasferirsi 
a Lemno (HDT� OB%� *,0"%� mkZ]bsbhg^%� jn^lm�nembfZ�
kbihkmZmZ� Zg\a^� ]Z� Mn\b]b]^� \a^%� kb_^k^g]hlb� ZeeZ�
shgZ� ]b� :gÛiheb� bg� MkZ\bZ%� ik^\blZ� \a^� ^kZ� Z[bmZmZ�
“da quei Tirreni che un tempo abitarono Lemno ed 
Atene��!TUC.�BO%�*)2"'
E�^e^f^gmh�Znmhimb\h�k^eZmboh�ZeeZ�ik^l^gsZ�]b�fnkZ�]b�

mbih�i^eZl`b\h��Zg\a^�Z]�:m^g^�\hg�eZ�\hgl^`n^gm^�

]^]nsbhg^� ]b� ngZ� hkb`bgZkbZ� ik^l^gsZ� i^eZl`b\Z�
g^eeZ� \bmm¨%� lb� _hg]^%� ]ngjn^%� \hg� be� ikh[e^fZ�
]^ee�^jnboZe^gsZ� mkZ� I^eZl`b� ^� Mbkk^gb� \a^%� i^k�
Dionigi, risulta inammissibile sulla base di una serie 
]b� bg^jnboh\Z[beb� bg]bsb%� _knmmh� Zg\a�^llb� ]b� kbl\hgmkb�
Znmhimb\b�̂ �]b�oZenmZsbhgb�h``^mmbo^%�mZeb%�Z�lnh�]bk^%�]Z�
^l\en]^k^�\Zm^`hkb\Zf^gm^�e�bihm^lb�g^e�lnh�bglb^f^3

Bg� k^Zem¨� l[Z`ebZgh%� Z� fbh� Zooblh%� mnmmb� jn^eeb� \a^� lhgh�
\hgobgmb� ]^ee�ngb\bm¨� ^� \hbg\b]^gsZ� mkZ� lmbki^� mbkk^gb\Z� ^�
i^eZl`b\Z'� Ghg� ¯� bg_Zmmb� lmkZgh� \a^� mZehkZ� ngZ� lmbki^� lb�
Ziikhikb�]^e�ghf^�]b�ng�ZemkZ%�be�\a^�lb�¯�`b¨�o^kbÛ\Zmh�i^k�
Zemk^�lmbkib%�lbZ�`k^\a^�\a^�[Zk[Zk^%�\hf^�Z]�^l^fibh�mkZ�
MkhbZgb�^�?kb`b�\a^�Z[bmZoZgh�k^`bhgb�ob\bg^'�T�V�@eb�lm^llb�
ihiheb� ]^ee�BmZebZ%� ghg� f^gh� \a^� Zemkho^%� _nkhgh� \hg_nlb�
mkZ� ehkh�\ZnlZ�mZeng^�lbghgbfb^'�Ob� _n%� bg�^__^mmb%�ng� m^fih�
bg� \nb%� lbZ� EZmbgb� \a^� Nf[kb%� :nlhgb� ^� fhemb� Zemkb� Zg\hkZ%�
_nkhgh�\abZfZmb�]Zb�@k^\b�Mbkk^gb%�ihb\a®%�]Zm^�e^�]blmZgs^%�
eh� lmZgsbZf^gmh� ]b� jn^b� ihiheb� ghg� ^kZ� \abZkZf^gm^�
]blmbg`nb[be^�i^k�\ab�lb�mkhoZoZ�Ze�]b�_nhkb�T�V��!B%�+2"'�
G^e� lnh� kZ`bhgZf^gmh� eh� lmhkb\h� ]b� :eb\ZkgZllh�
bgmkh]n\^%� ]ngjn^%� ]^`eb� ^e^f^gmb� ]b� oZenmZsbhg^�
nuovi, in parte riferibili al senso comune e, in parte, 
kb\hg]n\b[beb� Z� ngZ� i^k\^sbhg^� 
k^eZmboblmb\Z�� ]^eeZ�
k^Zem¨%�bg�obkm½�]^eeZ�jnZe^�lb�̂ ob]^gsbZgh�Zi^kmZf^gm^�

Fig.93�:\khiheb�]b�:m^g^3�Pelargikon'�?hmh�:nmhk^



,,e^� ]b_Û\hem¨� bg\hgmkZm^� ]ZeeZ� lmhkbh`kZÛZ� `k^\Z� g^e�
\hg_khgmZklb�\hg�k^Zem¨�barbare e distanti'

Bh� lhgh� \hgobgmh%� bg� k^Zem¨%� \a^� b� ghfb� ]^b� ihiheb�
\Zf[bZoZgh� bg� jnZgmh� ^kZ� Zg\a^� eh� lohe`bf^gmh� ]^eeZ�
ehkh�obmZ�Z�\Zf[bZk^'�Bg�jnZgmh�Zee�hkb`bg^�]^b�Mbkk^gb�^�]^b�
I^eZl`b%�bh�ghg�i^glh�\a^�_hll^�eZ�lm^llZ�i^k�fhemb�_Zmmhkb%�
fZ%�bg�iZkmb\heZk^%�i^k�eZ�]bo^klbm¨�]^ee^�ehkh�iZkeZm^�^�ghg�
kb\hghl\h�bg�^ll^�Ze\ngZ�i^klblm^gsZ�]b�ngZ�[Zl^�\hfng^'�
T�V�L^�bg_Zmmb�lb�]^o^�Zllnf^k^�eZ�\hfngZgsZ�]^ee^�hkb`bgb�
jnZe^�\ZnlZ�]^eeZ�\hfngZgsZ�]^e�ebg`nZ``bh%�lb�]^o^�Zg\a^�
Z\\^mmZk^�\a^�ngZ�hkb`bg^�]bo^klZ�lbZ�hoobZf^gm^�\ZnlZ�]b�
ngZ� ]bo^klbm¨� ]b� ebg`nZ``bh'� Ghg� ¯� bg_Zmmb� i^glZ[be^� \a^�
]ZeeZ�lm^llZ�\hg]bsbhg^�bgbsbZe^�ikh\^]Zgh�̂ gmkZf[^�jn^lm^�
]n^� \hgl^`n^gs^� ^� \bh¯� lbZ� eZ� \hg_hkfbm¨� lbZ� eZ� ]bo^klbm¨�
]^e� ebg`nZ``bh'�  � [^g� o^kh� \a^� i^klhg^� ]b� n`nZe^� lmbki^%�
fZ�\a^�lmZ[bebl\hgh�b�ehkh�bgl^]bZf^gmb�bg�enh`ab�ehgmZgb�_kZ�
ehkh%�ghg�kb^l\hgh�ib½�Z�lZeoZ`nZk]Zk^�eZ�ikhikbZ�li^\bÛ\bm¨�
ebg`nblmb\Z%�\ZnlZ�eZ�_k^jn^gmZsbhg^�]^ee^�`^gmb�ob\bg^%�ghg�
¯�bgo^\^�ng�]bl\hklh�oZeb]h�jn^eeh�\a^�m^g]^�Z�`bnlmbÛ\Zk^�
eZ�]bl\hk]ZgsZ�ebg`nblmb\Z�mkZ�i^klhg^�lmZgsbZm^�g^ee^�lm^ll^�
k^`bhgb�^�Zo^gmb�eZ�lm^llZ�hkb`bg^��!B%�+2"'
L^\hg]h�=bhgb`b�eZ�ebg`nZ%�]ngjn^%�\hlmbmnbl\^�ngh�]^b�
ikbg\biZeb�]bl\kbfbgb�Zg\a^�lne�ibZgh�̂ mgb\h4�̂ `eb%�bg_Zmmb%�
ink� Zff^mm^g]h� eZ� ihllb[bebm¨� ]b� ngZ� ikh`k^llboZ�
\hkknsbhg^� ebg`nblmb\Z%� ghg� in¸� Z\\^mmZk^� \a^� ^llZ�
sia tale da non conservare alcuna persistenza di una 
base comune4� ngZ� \hglmZmZsbhg^� \a^� ik^lniihg^�
ngZ�\hghl\^gsZ�]bk^mmZ�]^eeZ�iZkeZmZ�^mknl\Z�!bg�^m¨�
Zn`nlm^Z� Zg\hkZ� ln_Û\b^gm^f^gm^� ]b__nlZ"%� mZe^� ]Z�
\hgl^gmbk`eb� ]b� hi^kZk^� ngZ� oZenmZsbhg^� ]b� fZllbfZ�
lbZ� lne� ibZgh� `kZffZmb\Ze^� \a^� ln� jn^eeh� e^llb\Ze^'�
:eeZ�[Zl^�]^e�lnh�kZ`bhgZf^gmh%�mnmmZobZ%�ghg�ob�^kZ�
lheZf^gm^� e�hll^koZsbhg^� ]^ee�ZllhenmZ� hkb`bgZebm¨�
]^ee�^mknl\h� fZ%� Zg\a^%� eZ� ik^lngsbhg^� bg]bfhlmkZmZ�
]b�ngZ�lhlmZgsbZe^�^jnboZe^gsZ�mkZ�eZ�ebg`nZ�iZkeZmZ�
]Zb�I^eZl`b�^� be�`k^\h%�lneeZ�jnZe^�lb�^kb`^oZ�e�bgm^kZ�
Zk\abm^mmnkZ�]^eeZ�lnZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^'�
FZ� l^gsZ� Z\\hgm^gmZklb� ]^e� lheh� ]Zmh� ebg`nblmb\h�
=bhgb`b� \hgmbgnZoZ� e^� ln^� Zk`hf^gmZsbhgb�
bgmkh]n\^g]h� nem^kbhkb� \hglb]^kZsbhgb� \a^� ihmk^ffh�
]^Ûgbk^�]b�ebo^eeh�̂ mgh`kZÛ\h%�i^k�be�_Zmmh�]b�\hbgohe`^k^�
eZ�l_^kZ�]^e�\nemh�!\hg�e�Zmm^lmZsbhg^�]b�ngZ�nem^kbhk^�
paraetimologia fondata su un nesso presunto tra il 
verbo greco thyo� �� 6� [kn\bZk^� eZ� obmmbfZ� lZ\kbÛ\Ze^ 
e, quindi, lZ\kbÛ\Zk^���^�eZ�]^ghfbgZsbhg^�Mnl\b�\a^%�
sulla base di tale ipotesi, avrebbe fatto leva sulla loro 
notoria propensione verso la sfera religiosa) e quella 
]^b�\hlmnfb�^�]^ee^�blmbmnsbhgb3�
“Proprio in base a questo criterio io sono convinto della 
]bo^klbm¨�^mgb\Z�^lblm^gm^�mkZ�Mbkk^gb�^�I^eZl`b�^�ghg�i^glh�
g^iink^�\a^�b�Mbkk^gb�lbZgh�\hehgb�]^b�Eb]b3�ghg�ik^l^gmZgh%�
bg_Zmmb%� mkZ� ehkh� eh� lm^llh� ebg`nZ``bh%� g®� lb� in¸� ]bk^� \a^%�
ink� ghg� ^ll^g]h� ib½� ]b� ebg`nZ� Z_Ûg^%� \hgl^kobgh� Zef^gh�
jnZe\a^� kb\hk]h� ]^eeZ� fZ]k^� iZmkbZ'� Ghg� o^g^kZgh�
g^iink^� e^� f^]^lbf^� ]bobgbm¨� ]^b� Eb]b%� g®� hll^koZgh�
e^``b�^�\hlmnfZgs^�lbfbeb%� lhgh�Zgsb�jn^lmb�`eb�Zli^mmb�i^k�
b� jnZeb� b� Mbkk^gb� ]b__^kbl\hgh� fZ``bhkf^gm^� ]Zb� Eb]b� \a^�
ghg� ]Zb� I^eZl`b'� Lhgh� _hkl^� ib½� ob\bgb� ZeeZ� o^kbm¨� jn^eeb�
\a^�lhlm^g`hgh�\a^�b�Mbkk^gb�ghg�lhgh�^fb`kZmb�]Z�g^llng�
enh`h%�fZ�lhgh�bgo^\^�ng�ihiheh�bg]b`^gh%�ihb\a®�bg�h`gb�
lnZ� fZgb_^lmZsbhg^� ik^l^gmZ� fhemb� \ZkZmm^kb� ]b� Zk\Zb\bm¨4�
lbZ�i^k�ebg`nZ``bh�\a^�i^k�fh]h�]b�obo^k^�ghg�eh�lb�mkhoZ�
Z_Ûg^�Z]�Ze\ng�Zemkh�ihiheh'�GneeZ�ihb�ob^mZ�\a^�b�@k^\b�eb�

\abZfZll^kh�\hg�mZe�ghf^%�Mbkk^gb%�lbZ�i^k\a®�Z[bmZoZgh�bg�
\hlmknsbhgb�]^mm^�Tyrseis, sia per aver assunto il nome di un 
ehkh� lhokZgh'� B� KhfZgb� ihb� nlZkhgh� Zemk^� ]^ghfbgZsbhgb%�
\abZfZgh�bg_Zmmb�`eb�Z[bmZgmb�>mknl\ab�]Ze�ghf^�]^eeZ�k^`bhg^�
\a^� ^llb� ZeehkZ� h\\niZoZgh%� \abZfZmZ� >mknkbZ'� HkZ%� \hg�
]^ghfbgZsbhg^� ih\h� \abZkZ%� eb� \abZfZgh� Mnl\b%� bg� jnZgmh�
ib½�Zgmb\Zf^gm^%�\hg�fZ``bhk�ikhikb^m¨�T�V�eb�\abZfZoZgh�
thyoeskoi per la loro grande pratica di cerimonie relative ai 
\nemb�]bobgb�bg�\nb�̂ \\^ee^oZgh�ln`eb�Zemkb�ihiheb'�>llb%�bg�k^Zem¨%�
]Zggh�Z�l^�lm^llb�ngZ�ikhikbZ�]^ghfbgZsbhg^%�]^kboZmZ�]Ze�
ghf^�]b�ng�\^kmh�KZl^ggZ%�\a^�^kZ�lmZmh�ngh�]^b�ehkh�\Zib��
!B%�,)"'
I^k�=bhgb`b%�]ngjn^%�be�\^k\abh�in¸�]bklb�lb`gbÛ\ZmboZf^gm^�
\abnlh�\hg�ng�kb\abZfh�ibnmmhlmh�eZ\hgb\h�Ze�fh]h�bg�\nb�
`eb�>mknl\ab�]^ÛgboZgh�l^�lm^llb�Zii^eeZg]hlb�KZl^ggZ%�
ngZ� ]^ghfbgZsbhg^� \a^� mkhoZ� h``b� kbl\hgmkb� ingmnZeb�
`kZsb^�Zee�^ib`kZÛZ�\a^�aZ�k^lmbmnbmh�]bo^kl^�bl\kbsbhgb�\a^�
m^lmbfhgbZgh�e�^lblm^gsZ�]b�Zem^�fZ`blmkZmnk^�\hg_^]^kZeb�
poste a capo del populus etrusco (zilath mechl rasnal"'
=bhgb`b�ghg�\b�]b\^%�mnmmZobZ%�jnZe^�bihm^lb�`eb�>mknl\ab�
prospettassero in merito alle loro origini, un problema 
\a^%�_hkl^%�g^ff^gh�lb�ihg^oZgh%�\hf^�ghb�h``b�ghg�
\b�bgm^kkh`abZfh�lne�lb`gbÛ\Zmh�^�eZ�`^g^lb�]^e�ghlmkh�
^ll^k^�BmZebZgb'�E�Zll^gsZ�]b�kbl\hgmkb�ingmnZeb�\hg�Zemkb�
ihiheb� ^� eZ� ehkh� i^\nebZk^� hkb`bgZebm¨� bg� jn^ee^� l_^k^�
!ebg`nZ%�\hlmnfb%�\k^]^gs^�k^eb`bhl^"�\a^%�lhebmZf^gm^%�
ib½�]b�Zemk^�\hgmkb[nbl\hgh�Z�]^Ûgbk^� e�b]^gmbm¨�]b�ng�
ihiheh� ]^ebg^Zg]hg^� b� 
\hgÛgb�� \nemnkZeb%� ^kZgh�
]ngjn^� `eb� bg]bsb� ib½� ^_Û\Z\b� i^k� ikhoZk^� eZ� m^lb� ]b�
ngZ�ehkh�hkb`bgZkbZ�Znmh\mhgbZ'�
GhghlmZgm^� e�Zll^kmbobm¨� ]^ee^� ln^� Zk`hf^gmZsbhgb%�
]hih�=bhgb`b�]b�:eb\ZkgZllh�be�ikh[e^fZ�]^ee�hkb`bg^�
^�ikho^gb^gsZ�]^`eb�>mknl\ab�^�]^eeZ�ehkh�ihm^gsbZe^�
k^eZsbhg^� \hg� b� I^eZl`b� lZk^[[^� kbfZlmh� Z� eng`h�
Zi^kmh�\hg�^lbmb�\a^%�lbgh�Zee�Zoo^gmh�]^eeZ�fh]^kgZ�
Zk\a^heh`bZ�̂ �]^eeZ�lnZ�̂ e^oZsbhg^�Z�]bl\biebgZ�bg�̀ kZ]h�
]b�\hgmkb[nbk^�Zee�ZgZeblb�\kbmb\Z�]^eeZ�]h\nf^gmZsbhg^�
lmhkb\Z%� lZk^[[^kh� kbfZlmb� lhlmZgsbZef^gm^� g^b� ebfbmb�
mkZ\\bZmb�]Ze�lhe\h�]^eeZ�mkZ]bsbhg^�e^mm^kZkbZ�Zgmb\Z'

#OZe^gmbgh� Gbssh%� Ia=� bg� >mknl\heh`bZ� 
LZib^gsZ�� �
Ngbo^klbm¨� ]b� KhfZ4� � Ihlm&]h\� bg� :k\a^heh`bZ� @eh[Ze^%�
Blmbmnmh� BmZebZgh� ]b� L\b^gs^� NfZg^� !LNF"� ?bk^gs^4�
Funzionario Archeologo della Soprintendenza per i Beni 
:k\a^heh`b\b� ]^ee�>fbebZ� KhfZ`gZ4� f^f[kh� ]^e� \hfbmZmh�
l\b^gmbÛ\h�]^eeZ�?hg]Zsbhg^�=b¨�<nemnkZ'
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