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New activities at the archaeological site of 
DO�%DOƯG��'HFHPEHU�����±-DQXDU\������
A. D’Andrea, R. Giunta, A. Pavan, R. Valentini

In December 2021 the archaeological investigations at 
WKH�PHGLHYDO�FLW\�SRUW�RI�DO�%DOƯG��*RYHUQRUDWH�RI�'KRIDU��
were resumed, after a prolonged stall due to the pandemic. 
The activities were carried out within the frame of a new 
collaboration between the University of Naples “L’Orientale” 
and the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism, Muscat, with the 
constant and active support of the Ministry’s branch located 
LQ�6DODODK��7KH�¿HOG�ZRUN�ZDV�IRFXVHG�LQ�DQ�DUHD�ORFDWHG�
immediately west of the central north-south road axis of 
the town where P. M. Costa (1982) documented a building 
with two monolithic stone columns over three metres high, 
bearing interesting decorative motifs on the base and on the 
capital (Figure 1). On the top of a mound, at an elevation 
of approximately 5.5 m asl, sporadic outcrops of an east-
west oriented structure were emerging. The location of the 
building, which stands in the central area of the site, and 
its orientation towards Mecca suggested the presence of a 
mosque worthy of interest that has never been the subject of 
an archaeological excavation.

)LJXUH����$HULDO�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�DO�%DOƯG�ZLWK�WKH�
location of the two investigated mosques (image: Google 

Earth)

7KH�¿UVW�WUHQFK��DERXW�����P�ZLGH��EURXJKW�WR�OLJKW�D�ZDOO�
14.5 m long with a maximum preserved height of about 1.7 
P��ZKLFK�GH¿QHG�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SHULPHWHU�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��$�
second trench was opened to identify the presence of the 
western wall of the building in which the mihrab niche (qibli 
wall) must have been placed (Figure 2). A semi-elliptical 
QLFKH�ZDV�LQGHHG�GLVFRYHUHG��RULJLQDOO\�ÀDQNHG�E\�WZR�
columns (base 20 × 20 cm). In the area facing the mihrab 
ZDV�IRXQG�D�ÀRRU�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�D�WKLFN�OD\HU�RI�ZKLWH�SODVWHU��
re-arranged in the area north of the niche through the 
DGGLQJ�RI�D�VHFRQG�ÀRRU��JUH\LVK�LQ�FRORXU��$�IXUWKHU�WUHQFK�
LQYHVWLJDWHG���P�QRUWK�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�ZDOO�DOORZHG�WKH�¿HOG�
WHDP�WR�¿QG�SRVVLEOH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�KRXVLQJ�RI�FROXPQV�

Within the frame of a study focused on the religious 
buildings of the town, the survey of a further mosque, 
located about 140 m northeast of the citadel, was carried out. 

Figure 2. Mihrab of Mosque 1 during the excavations 
(image: A. D’Andrea) 

The building, documented by photogrammetry, was chosen 
because it was delimited by walls in a good state of 
preservation, and three circular columns were still standing 
in the interior (Figure 3). Subsequently, a survey of all the 
site’s buildings was carried out to identify columns and/or 
column elements still visible and preserved in situ or ex-situ. 
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUN�PRUH�WKDQ�¿IW\�HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�
recorded.

Figure 3. Preliminary 
3D model of Mosque 
2 (elaboration: R. 
Valentini)

In parallel with the 
RQ�¿HOG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��
some activities have 
been conducted in 
the exhibition halls 
of the Museum of the 
Frankincense Land, 
Salalah, and concerned 

¿YH�SRUWLRQV�RI�FROXPQV�RQ�GLVSOD\��WKUHH�RI�ZKLFK�RULJLQDOO\�
belonged to the mosque excavated during the last campaign. 
From a preliminary analysis of the ornaments it is possible 
to propose a dating of the columns between the last part of 
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��ZKLFK�
allows us to date the phase of the mosque brought to light. 

Finally, the activity focused on digitizing a selection of 



18

International Association for the Study of Arabia (IASA)

and promotion/enhancement of sites relative to the areas 
EHWZHHQ�:ƗGƯ�%DQƯ�ƗOLG�DQG�WKH�FRDVW��%DPDK���

7KH�SURMHFW�LV�IXQGHG�E\�0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$൵DLUV�DQG�E\�
International Cooperation (Italy), the University of Napoli 
“L’Orientale” (UNO), and the Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism (Oman).

Season 2021
The Mission 2021, although brief in length because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, took place from 14 to 27 December 
2021, and focused on the excavation of the Late Iron Age 
IRUWL¿HG�VLWH�RI�:ƗGƯ�%DQƯ�ƗOLG��:%.���DQG�RQ�WKH�VWXG\�RI�
the ophiolitic resources (metals and chlorite) supplying areas, 
ERWK�UHPRWHO\�DQG�RQ�WKH�¿HOG��)LJ�����

Activities in 2021 were focused on the opening of three new 
trenches (3-5) along the eastern part of the perimetral wall 
RI�:%.���)LJ������GH¿QLQJ�D�QHZ�GZHOOLQJ�EXLOGLQJ��+RXVH�
C/A), investigating the Tower T5 and the wall sector between 
towers T3-T4. In trench 3 there emerged, indeed, a dwelling 
building with a rectangular plan extending to about 12m 
by 8m, of which three rooms (inside the trench perimeter) 
have been completely excavated, one of them characterized 
E\�D�¿UHSODFH�DQG�D�KXJH�TXDQWLW\�RI�WDEOHZDUH�GDWHG�WR�WKH�
Late Iron Age phase, in particular with decorative patterns 
related to Samad al-âƗn and datable between I-II sec CE. 
In trench 4, inside the tower, an extensive level of collapse 
has preserved a remarkable quantity of pottery relating to 
storage purposes, once again datable to between I-II sec CE.; 
The sounding in trench 5, in proximity of the perimetral 
ZDOO��KDV�EHHQ�RSHQHG�WR�EHWWHU�GH¿QH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�SKDVH�
RI�WKH�IRUWL¿FDWLRQV��

Remote analysis: paleo-environmental maps for the 
GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLQHUDO�DQG�RSKLROLWLF�UHVRXUFHV
Between the research and training programs of the Italian 
Archaeological Mission of the “L’Orientale” 

Figure 2. Topographic plan of WBK1 after seasons 2019 
(Houses A/A and B/A) and 2021 (Trenches 3 to 5) (©UNO) 

in Oman, attention is particularly directed to the study 
of the paleo-environment and the resources, following a 
geomorphological approach. The project has, among its 
objectives, the aim to produce a geo-archaeological map 
RI�WKH�ZKROH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�:ƗGƯ�%DQƯ�ƗOLG��FROOHFWLQJ�LQ�D�

VLJQL¿FDQW�DUWHIDFWV�GLVFRYHUHG�DW�DO�%DOƯG�DQG�GLVSOD\HG�
LQ�2PDQ¶V�GL൵HUHQW�PXVHXPV�RU�VWRUHG�LQ�6DODODK�KDV�EHHQ�
LPSOHPHQWHG�WKURXJK�XSGDWLQJ�RYHU�����¿QGV��FHUDPLF��
metal, bone, glass, wood, stone). The selection includes 
GL൵HUHQW�LPSRUWHG�DQG�QRWHZRUWK\�DUWHIDFWV�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WKH�
relevance of the site in globalized Indian Ocean trade during 
the medieval period.
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Ichtyophagoi: their Culture and Economy. 
Landscape and People during the Iron Age 
in Coastal Oman
Romolo Loreto, Lucio A. Corrado, M. Cozzolino, B. Musella 
(Università degli studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”), Ibrahim 
al-Qysar (Ministry of Heritage and Tourism, Sultanate of 
Oman)

Introduction
This note introduces the season 2021 of the joint Omani-
,WDOLDQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�SURMHFW�DW�:ƗGƯ�%DQƯ�ƗOLG��QRUWKHUQ�
Šarqiyyah�JRYHUQRUDWH��HDVWHUQ�DO�ণDۜDU���ZKHUH�D�GHQVH�,URQ�
Age and ancient Islamic occupation was detected. The aim 
RI�WKH�SURMHFW�ZDV�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�,URQ�$JH�VHWWOHPHQW�SDWWHUQV�
DORQJ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�DO�ণDۜDU�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�
ERWK�ZLWK�WKH�FRDVWDO�DUHDV�DQG�WKH�DO�ণDۜDU�LQQHU�SLHGPRQW�
sites of central Oman. This project follows previous studies 
RI�WKH�FRDVWDO�HQYLURQPHQW�EHWZHHQ�0XVFDW�DQG�5DގV�DO�ণDGG�
�������������ZKHUH�VHYHUDO�VHDVRQDO�¿VKLQJ�YLOODJHV�ZHUH�
investigated (in particular Bamah), and their connections 
with inner permanent sites, such as Lizq, recognized during 
the Early Iron Age (1300–600 BCE) (Corrado 2020; Loreto 
2018, 2020).

)LJXUH����7KH�V\QFOLQDO�YDOOH\�RI�:ƗGƯ�%DQƯ�ƗOLG��:%.��
stands on a talus along the left slope of the wadi (to the right) 

dominating an alluvial bend (©UNO)

6XFK�D�VFLHQWL¿F�DSSURDFK�LV�ZHOO�VXLWHG�WR�WKH�UHFHQW�2PDQL�
ministerial context, with the birth of the Ministry of Heritage 
DQG�7RXULVP�DQG�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�¿QGLQJ�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRFXVHG�
QRW�RQO\�RQ�VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK�EXW�DOVR�RQ�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�


