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[ABSTRACT]

The Meaning of “Money” in Cognitive Linguistics

Kim Jung-a (University of Malaya)

This study aims to analyze the meaning and characteristics of “money” in idiomatic
expressions. ‘Money” refers to concrete objects, such as coins and bills, and is also
used to measure the value of property or objects. Thus, in our daily economic
experiences, we use various expressions related to money. These expressions reveal
the concept of money. People think of money as flowing, accumulating, and leaking like
“water,” and as so “powerful” that it escapes our control and strongly influences people.
However, money is also a tool that people use to satisfy their needs, similar to food
or a useful item. Additionally, money is recognized as an organism like an animal and
humans or a plant that grows. As society considers money important, it must not be
earned from and used for bad or wrong things. People think money is dirty and need
cleaning up. People’s thoughts about “money” are reflected in language. This study
examines common ideas about ‘money” by analyzing idiomatic expressions about

money.

Keywords : idiomatic expressions, money, figurative meaning, cognitive metaphor, water, power,

items, organism, unlawfulness
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