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A Study on the Education of Korean Idiomatic
Expressions in consideration of Semantic Relations

Kim, Jung-a

ADStract e e LR LR L LR

The present study is a discussion for proposing the application of semantic
relations of idiomatic expressions to Korean language education through their
analysis. The purpose of lexical education is to improve lexical competence,
and at this stage, both quantity and quality are important for lexical
competence. Teaching and learning a large vocabulary is important for the
lexical education of a second language, but, more than anything, it is important
to choose the appropriate meaning and usage of a word to continue on a
conversation. This study proposes incorporating the semantic relations of
idiomatic expressions as a method of increasing the ability to use vocabulary
for Korean language learners. Idiomatic expressions consist of multiwords that
combine two or more words but form a single semantic unit so that they
exhibit semantic functions identical to a single word in a sentence. Therefore,
the semantic relations of general words characterize idiomatic expressions,
but at the same time, characteristics unique to idiomatic expressions impact
semantic relations. This study proposes incorporating the morphological
characteristics and semantic characteristics of such idiomatic expressions into
Korean language education.

Keywords: Korean language education, idiomatic expression, semantic relation,
synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy
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