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The paper explores the linkages between Vietnam and the regional economy before and after the East Asian

financial crisis of 1997 and 1998, indicating that the country is more closely associated with the region than

normally assumed. Thus, key indicators, such as falling foreign direct investment inflows, should be

understood in the broader frame of regional contingencies, and not be simplistically explained as investors'

discontent (i.e., in order to pressure Vietnamese authorities into implementing a more orthodox neo-liberal

agenda). And in a post-crisis regional economic reorganisation (including a restructuring of the so-called

'flying geese' pattern) Vietnam's chances of benefitting from closer integration in the world economy will

depend on a clearcut industrial and trade policy, rather than on embarking a so-called 'neutral trade regime'.

Preliminary evidence seems to indicate that Vietnam can successfully exploit market niches opened up by

post-crisis regional economic reorganisation, thus offering some optimism for the country's immediate

economic future.

European Journal of East Asian Studies is a multi-disciplinary journal dedicated to East Asia, one of the most

varied, complex, and rapidly changing parts of the world. Published in Europe by European specialists, the

journal is open to new ideas and findings from wherever they may come. We welcome the submission of

manuscripts in social sciences such as political science, economics, sociology and cultural studies (including

but not limited to business studies, development studies, international relations, political economy). Articles

can address the wider East Asian region (China, Japan, Korean Peninsular, Japan, Mongolia), including

Southeast Asia (ASEAN countries but not Oceania/South Pacific). They may also study inter-regional

relations involving the Asian region (such as Asia-Europe relations for instance), or sub-regions (such as

Southeast Asia for example) and individual East Asian countries. The journal covers both 20th and 21st

centuries with a clear contemporary focus.

BRILL, founded in 1683, is a publishing house with a strong international focus. BRILL is renowned for its

publications in the following subject areas; Asian Studies, Ancient Near East & Egypt, Biblical Studies &

Religious Studies, Classical Studies, Medieval & Early Modern Studies, Middle East & Islamic Studies. BRILL's

mainly English language publications include book series, individual monographs and encyclopaedias as well

as journals. Publications are increasingly becoming available in electronic format (CD-ROM and/or online

editions).BRILL is proud to work with a broad range of scholars and authors and to serve its many customers

throughout the world. Throughout its existence the company has been honored with many awards which

recognise BRILL's contribution to science, publishing and international trade.
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Founded in 2001 originally by a consortium of European universities, the European Journal of
East Asian Studies (EJEAS) is a global scholarly journal specializing in post-1945 East Asian
studies, with a focus on East Asia’s socio-economic development, regional affairs and
external relations. The journal’s central objective is to promote interdisciplinary
contributions in social sciences for a better conceptual and empirical analysis of East Asia’s
recent and current evolution, at infra- and supra-national levels, including the knowledge of
local dimensions. Contributors are invited to cross-combine disciplines such as anthropology,
geography, history, economics, political science, psychology, and sociology. They can be also
inspired by domains of study such as cultural studies, international development, foreign
affairs, global studies, public policy, corporate affairs and management, etc. 

An additional objective is to encourage and welcome, from the region and outside, original
articles suggesting new approaches, research methods and contents in area studies, as
applied to 21st century East Asia, and also as a possible redefinition or revisiting of classical
Asian and regional studies. 

Articles can address the wider East Asian region, or sub-regions such as ASEAN/Southeast
Asia, and individual countries or groups of countries. Oceania and the South Pacific are not
covered in this journal.
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