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{ Abstract )

Teaching Plan for the Meanings of Idiomatic Expressions

Involving Animal Names : Focusing on Thai Learners

Kim Jung-a (University of Malaya)

Titiwat Angkula (Kyungpook national university)

This study analyzes the meanings of idiomatic expressions involving
animal names in the Korean and Thai languages for application in Korean
language teaching. Idiomatic expressions are expressions useful in both
language and cultural teaching, as they simultaneously feature a social,
historical, and cultural background. In general, native speakers learn how
to use the figurative meaning and expressions that include such meaning
naturally when learning how to speak., However, it language learners
to learn figurative words and expressions and memorize every meaning,
Therefore, to produce systematic lessons for idiomatic expressions,
teachers must present expressions starting from the beginner level to the
advanced level organically by analyzing the learners’ level of Korean,
Therefore, to propose a teaching method for Thai learners, this study
analyzes the semantic characteristics of idiomatic of Korean and Thai
expressions, specifically with regard to the 5 animals (tiger, cow, chicken,
pig, and bear) that demonstrate the greatest disparities, from among the
10 animals (dog, cat, tiger, cow, chicken, pig, mouse, ant, frog, and bear)
used with the highest frequency in Korean. Korea and Thailand share
a common cultural background of Buddhism, farming, and raising
livestock, Therefore, both cultures are familiar with such animals related

to agriculture as cows, dogs, chickens, and pigs, and both have many
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idiomatic expressions related to them; however, there are also significant
differences. 4> used for a violent person who enjoys fighting, and =51%
o] “stray cat’ signifies “burglary” rather than the cautious movements of
a cat, Furthermore, in Korean, &%0°] “tiger” has connotations of dignity
and authority, a meaning shared in the Thai, in Thai, the word also carries
the negative meaning of “womanizer,”

Next, to systematically learn idiomatic expressions, it was considered
necessary to teach the figurative meanings of animal names starting at
the beginner level. At the beginner level, animal names with figurative
meanings are presented separately from the grammar lessons, while
idiomatic expressions in phrases and sentences that can be understood
through knowledge of the social and cultural background are presented
at the intermediate level. Advanced learners are presented with idiomatic

expressions involving the cultural and historical background.

Keywords : idiomatic expressions, meaning, figurative meaning, Korean language

teaching, Korean language, Thai language, beginner, intermediate, advanced
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