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Relativismo e costruzione ideologica del 
“corpo”: l’archeologia e l’antropologia 
del genere e dell’età “sociale”. La ricer-
ca di un metodo per “scavare” i pregiu-
dizi
di Valentino Nizzo*

L’archeologia del genere e dell’età

La ricostruzione della dimensione sociale delle comu-
gbm¨�]^e�iZllZmh%�lhikZmmnmmh�i^k�e^�̂ ih\a^�Zgm^\^]^g-
mb�ZeeZ�]b__nlbhg^�]^eeZ�l\kbmmnkZ%�aZ�ih\ab�lmknf^gmb�Z�
]blihlbsbhg^%� be� ikbg\biZe^� ]^b� jnZeb� ¯� jn^eeh� h__^kmh�
]ZeeZ� ]h\nf^gmZsbhg^� _ng^[k^%� \hg� mnmmb� b� lnhb� \hf-
ie^llb�Ûemkb�b]^heh`b\b�^�\h]b\b�lbf[heb\b%�g^e�]^\kbimZk^�
b�jnZeb%�]Z�]bo^klb�]^\^ggb%�lb�\bf^gmZ�e�
Zk\a^heh`bZ�
m^hkb\Z�%�\^k\Zg]h�]b�bg]bob]nZk^�lmkZm^`b^�^kf^g^nmb-
\a^�^�ikh\^]nk^�f^mh]heh`b\a^�bg�`kZ]h�]b�
k^\ni^-
kZk^�� ng� jnZ]kh� Zmm^g]b[be^� ]^eeZ� k^Zem¨� jnhmb]bZgZ�
g^eeZ�lnZ�ikhb^sbhg^�hemk^fhg]ZgZ'�MkZ�b�Ûehgb�m^hkb\b�
ib½�Zmmbob�bg�mZe�l^glh�in¸�^ll^k^�l^gsZ�]n[[bh�f^gsbh-
gZmZ�e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�\hlb]]^mmZ�
ihlmikh\^llnZe^�%�ngZ�
\hkk^gm^�]b�i^glb^kh�lobeniiZmZlb�bg�Zf[bmh�ik^oZe^gm^-
f^gm^�Zg`eh_hgh�lbg�]ZeeZ�Ûg^�]^`eb�Zggb��0)%�\hg�eh�
l\hih�]b�lni^kZk^�e^�ZlmkZsbhgb�lblm^fb\a^�^�l\b^gmbÛ\h&
predittive caratterizzanti la New Archaeology� !]^mmZ�
Zg\a^� 
:k\a^heh`bZ� Ikh\^llnZe^�"%� i^k� kb\hg]nkk^�
e�ZgZeblb�^gmkh�ngZ�ikhli^mmboZ�\hgm^lmnZebssZgm^%�iZkmb-
\heZkf^gm^�Zmm^gmZ�Zee^�lmkZm^`b^�b]^heh`b\a^�^�Zb�\hf-
ie^llb�f^\\Zgblfb�lbf[heb\b�\a^�lb�ihllhgh�\^eZk^�ib½�h�
f^gh�\hglZi^ohef^gm^�bg�h`gb�fZgb_^lmZsbhg^�nfZgZ'

NgZ�]^ee^�ikbg\biZeb�\abZob�]b�e^mmnkZ�i^k�eZ�
\h]bÛ\Z�
lh\bZe^��]^b�\hkk^]b�_ng^kZkb�^%�Ze� m^fih�lm^llh%�i^k�
e�b]^gmbÛ\Zsbhg^�]^ee^�]bgZfb\a^�b]^heh`b\a^�^(h�]^b�

\hkmh\bk\nbmb��\nb�\bZl\ng�
lblm^fZ�\nemnkZe^��¯�lho^g-
m^�^lihlmh�¯�\hlmbmnbmZ�]ZeeZ�oZenmZsbhg^�]^e�fh]h�bg�
\nb�̂ llb�o^g`hgh�Zkmb\heZmb%�]blihlmb%�fh]bÛ\Zmb�kbli^mmh�
Zb�\hgghmZmb�[bheh`b\b�]^b�]^_ngmb%�ikbfb�mkZ�mnmmb�be�l^l-
lh�^�e�^m¨�!:KGHE=%�PB<D>K�+))*"'�Ngh�lmknf^gmh�
]^e�jnZe^�e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�_ng^kZkbZ%�g^e�fhf^gmh�lm^l-
lh�bg�\nb�aZ�\hfbg\bZmh�Z�lobeniiZk^�ngZ�
l^glb[bebm¨�
\hgm^lmnZe^�%�lb�¯�[^g�ik^lmh�ZooZelZ%�l^gsZ%�mnmmZobZ%�
fZb�kbnl\bk^�Ziib^gh�Z�\h`eb^kg^�eZ�\hfie^llbm¨'�<b¸�
\a^� o^gboZ� l^fieb\blmb\Zf^gm^� kbm^gnmh� h``^mmboh� lne-
eZ� [Zl^� ]b� ik^\hg\^mmb� l\a^fZmblfb� [bheh`b\b� kZ]b\Zmb�
g^ee^� ghlmk^� \hl\b^gs^� i^k� mkZfbm^� b]^heh`b\h%� Z� ng�
kbl\hgmkh�ib½�Z\\hkmh�lb�fZgb_^lmZoZ�ü�\hf^�jnZlb�mnm-
mh�\b¸�\a^�¯�
nfZgh��^%�Ze�m^fih�lm^llh%�
\nemnkZe^��
��]hmZmh�]b�jn^eeZ�Ünb]bm¨�^�i^kf^Z[bebm¨�]b_Û\bef^gm^�
kb\hg]n\b[be^�^gmkh�e�ZlmkZmm^ssZ�^�e�ngboh\bm¨�]^ee^�\Z-
m^`hkbssZsbhgb�l\b^gmbÛ\a^'�
EZ�oZenmZsbhg^�\kbmb\Z�]^ee^�ZgZeblb�[bheh`b\a^�^�]^`eb�
lobeniib�^nkblmb\b�]^ee�Zgmkhiheh`bZ�Ûlb\Z�\hlmbmnboZ�ngZ�
_hg]Zf^gmZe^� Z\jnblbsbhg^� lhmmh� jn^lm�nembfh� ingmh�
]b� oblmZ%� f^mm^g]h� bg� ^ob]^gsZ� ghg� lheh� e^� ]b_Û\hem¨�
bglbm^�bg�jn^lmh�mbih�]b�ZgZeblb�!bg�k^eZsbhg^�Zeeh�lmZmh�
]b�\hgl^koZsbhg^�]^b�k^lmb�^(h�ZeeZ� ehkh�fZ``bhk^�h�
fbghk^�i^klib\nbm¨�[bheh`b\Z"�fZ�Zg\a^�e^�ihm^gsbZeb�
]blmhklbhgb�bgm^kik^mZmbo^�\a^�ihm^oZgh�l\Zmnkbkg^�\hg�
eZ�\hgl^`n^gm^�lhikZooZenmZsbhg^�^(h�lhmmhoZenmZsbh-
g^�]b�ngZ�h�ib½�]^ee^�\hfihg^gmb�bg�`bh\h'
E�bg]Z`bg^� Zk\a^heh`b\Z� ]ho^oZ� jnbg]b� \hg_khgmZklb�
ghg� lheh� \hg� e^� Zf[b`nbm¨� [bheh`b\a^� ü� g^b� ehkh� kb-



,2lohemb� Ûlb\b� ^__^mmbob� jnZeb� e�Zg]kh`bgbZ� ^(h� g^ee^� ehkh�
kblnemZgs^�hlm^heh`b\a^�ü�^�\nemnkZeb�ü�\hgg^ll^�ZeeZ�
i^k\^sbhg^�\a^�\bZl\ngh�]b�ghb�in¸�Zo^k^�!i^k�l\^emZ�
^(h�\hg]bsbhgZf^gmb�^lm^kgb"�]^e�ikhikbh�l^llh�^�ZeeZ�
ohehgm¨�h�f^gh�]b�^lm^kgZkeZ�ü�fZ�Zg\a^�\hg�jn^ee^�
]^kboZgmb�]Zb�\hg]bsbhgZf^gmb�b]^heh`b\b�^(h�kZiik^-
l^gmZmbob� \a^� \hgghmZoZgh� eZ� _hkfZsbhg^� ]^e� \hkk^-
]h�_ng^[k^�^�ihm^oZgh�bgÜn^gsZk^�e^�lm^ll^�ikZmb\a^�
funerarie a seconda degli individui legittimati a con-
\hkk^kob'�<Zlb�\hf^�jn^eeh�]^e�ikbg\bi^(ikbg\bi^llZ�]b�
Obq�!ngZ�l^ihemnkZ�]^ee�bghemkZmh�OB�l^\heh�Z'<'%�eZ�\nb�
^__^mmboZ�b]^gmbm¨�l^llnZe^�¯�lmZmZ�Z�eng`h�h``^mmh�]b�
]b[Zmmbmh�Z�iZkmbk^�]Z�ngZ�ghg�_Z\be^�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�
]^b�mkZmmb�]bfhkÛ\b�]^ee^�ihksbhgb�hll^^�lni^klmbmb%�\a^�
aZggh�ihkmZmh�`eb�Zk\a^heh`b�Z�_hkfneZk^�bihm^lb�Zg-
\a^�g^mmZf^gm^�\hgmkZlmZgmb�lneeZ�gZmnkZ�̂ �be�lb`gbÛ\Zmh�
lbf[heb\h�^�lh\bZe^�]^e�\hkk^]h�bg�k^eZsbhg^�Ze�l^llh�
ik^lngmh�]^e�lnh�]^m^gmhk^4�\_k'%�]Z�nembfZ%�:KGHE=�
+)*+"� \hlmbmnbl\hgh� ng� ^l^fibh� ^f[e^fZmb\h� ]^ee^�
fhem^ieb\b� ]b_Û\hem¨� bgm^kik^mZmbo^� ^lblm^gmb� bg� mZe� l^g-
lh%� Zg\a^� bg� obkm½� ]^ee�^\\^sbhgZebm¨� ]^eeZ� ]h\nf^g-
mZsbhg^� i^kmbg^gm^� Z� mZe^� \hgm^lmh'� L^ihemnk^� \hf^�
jn^lm�nembfZ�ihg^oZgh�`eb�bgm^kik^mb�]b�_khgm^�ZeeZ�g^-
cessità di spogliarsi delle proprie categorie per aprir-
lb�Z�l\^gZkb�Zg\a^� bg\hgln^mb%� k^g]^g]hlb�]blihgb[beb�
Z]�Z\\^mmZk^�^(h�Z�ihlmneZk^�k^Zem¨�g^ee^�jnZeb�b�knheb�
!^(h�`eb�
ZiiZkZmb��fZm^kbZeb�^�b\hgh`kZÛ\b�Z�^llb�\hk-
k^eZmb"�ihm^ll^kh�^ll^k^�bgo^kmbmb�kbli^mmh�Zee^�Zli^mmZmb-
o^�bglbm^�g^e�ghlmkh�
fh]^eeh�]b�\bobem¨�%�\hf^�i^kZemkh�
]bfhlmkZoZgh�\Zlb�kbl\hgmkZmb�Zk\a^heh`b\Zf^gm^�jnZ-
eb�jn^eeb�]^ee^�
]hgg^�`n^kkb^k^��l\bmb\a^%�b]^gmbÛ\Zm^�
\hg�e^�ZfZsshgb�]^eeZ�mkZ]bsbhg^�^kh]hm^Z%�h�jn^eeh�
]^ee^�]hgg^�ob\abg`a^'�Jn^lmh%�mnmmZobZ%�ghg�lb`gbÛ\Z-
oZ� l^fieb\blmb\Zf^gm^� ik^lniihkk^� lh\b^m¨&li^\\abh�
g^ee^� jnZeb� be� knheh� ]^`eb� nhfbgb� _hll^� Zllhk[bmh� ]Ze-
e^� ]hgg^� ü� \k^Zg]h� _hkmngZm^� jnZgmh� l^fieb\blmb\a^�
teorie come quella del mütterrecht(fZmkbZk\Zmh�]b�C'�
C'� ;Z\ah_^g� !*1*.&*110"� �� jnZgmh%� ibnmmhlmh%� ^ll^-
k^� Zi^kmb� ^� ]blihgb[beb� Z� bgm^kik^mZk^� eZ� ]h\nf^gmZ-
sbhg^� l^gsZ� ik^\hg\^mmb� Zg]kh\^gmkb\b� !h%� lne� _khgm^�
_^ffbgblmZ%�`bg^\h\^gmkb\b"%�Zg\a^�\he�lniihkmh�]^eeZ�
kb\^k\Z�^mgh`kZÛ\Z�\a^%�Z�iZkmbk^�]Zb� eZohkb�]b�FZk-
`Zk^m� F^Z]� !*2)*&*201"%� Zo^oZ� ^ob]^gsbZmh� e�^lmk^-
fZ�\hfie^llbm¨�^�k^eZmbobm¨�]^ee^�
\Zm^`hkb^�l^llnZeb�'�
E�^lblm^gsZ�]b�lh\b^m¨�Z�hk`ZgbssZsbhg^�fZmkbeh\Ze^�^�
fZmkbebg^Zk^%�ink�ihm^g]h�ik^o^]^k^�ng�\hgmkheeh�_^f-
fbgbe^�]^b�f^ssb�]b�ikh]nsbhg^�^�]^eeZ�]blmkb[nsbhg^�
]^b�[^gb%�ghg�bfieb\ZoZ�g^\^llZkbZf^gm^�Zg\a^�_hkf^�
]b�`^lmbhg^�]^e�ihm^k^�]b�mbih�fZmkbZk\Ze^4�\hl³�\hf^%�
iZkbf^gmb%� e�Zk\a^heh`bZ� ihlmikh\^llnZe^� bg� iZkmb\h-
eZk^� \hfbg\bZoZ� Z� \hglb]^kZk^� ^\\^llboZf^gm^� Zk[b-
trarie ricostruzioni universalizzanti come quelle pro-
li^mmZm^�]Z�F'�@bf[nmZl�!*2+*&*22-"�i^k�be�G^hebmb\h�
^nkhi^h�lneeZ�[Zl^�]b�ngZ�^\\^llboZ�^g_Zlb�]ZmZ�ZeeZ�
]b__nlbhg^� ]b� fhmbob� b\hgh`kZÛ\b� _^ffbgbeb� \a^%� Zll^-
\hg]Zg]h�Ze\ng^�k^fbgbl\^gs^�[Z\ah_^gbZg^%�e�Zo^oZ�
indotta a sopravvalutare il ruolo sociale delle donne 
^�Z�\k^Zk^�be�_Zelh�fbmh�]b�ngZ�>nkhiZ�iZ\bÛ\Z�^]�^`Z-
ebmZkbZ%�hk`ZgbssZmZ�fZmkbebg^Zkf^gm^�^�]^ohmZ�Z�ngZ�
]^Z&\k^Zmkb\^�iZkm^gh`^g^mb\Z�!@BF;NM:L�+))."'
In parallelo con i gender studies una analoga revi-

lbhg^�m^hkb\Z�Zo^oZ�\ZkZmm^kbssZmh�e�Ziikh\\bh�Zee�
Zk-
\a^heh`bZ� ]^b� [Zf[bgb�%� \^k\Zg]h� ]b� k^\ni^kZk^� eZ�
loro dimensione e il loro ruolo effettivo nelle comunità 
]^e� iZllZmh%� li^llh� lhmmhoZenmZmh� h� f^llh� bg� hf[kZ�
]ZeeZ�l^glb[bebm¨�]^e�mnmmh�fh]^kgZ�̂ �ZgZ\khgblmb\Zf^g-
m^�]blmhkmZ�i^k�e^�ikh[e^fZmb\a^�]^ee�bg_ZgsbZ%�mZe^�]Z�
lhkmbk^� ^lbmb� bgm^kik^mZmbob� li^llh� bg\hg\bebZ[beb� \hg� eZ�
f^gmZebm¨�hi^kZmboZ�g^ee^�\hfngbm¨�h``^mmh�]b�lmn]bh'�
Lne�ibZgh�li^\bÛ\h�]^ee�Zk\a^heh`bZ�]^eeZ�fhkm^%�bghe-
mk^%�e�Zmm^gsbhg^�]^eeZ�\kbmb\Z�Zo^oZ�\hfbg\bZmh�Z�lh_-
_^kfZklb� lnee�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^� ]^ee^� \Znl^� ]^e� ]boZkbh�
oggettivamente esistente tra la scarsa rappresentativi-
m¨�_ng^kZkbZ�]^b�lh``^mmb�ln[Z]nemb�!k^Ze^�h�ZiiZk^gm^%�
bg�obkm½�]^ee^�ikh[e^fZmb\a^�e^`Zm^�ZeeZ�\hgl^koZsbhg^�
lm^llZ�]^b� ehkh�k^lmb�hll^b"�^� e�Zemh� mZllh�]b�fhkmZebm¨�
infantile documentato nelle società agricole preindu-
lmkbZeb%�lmbfZmh�bgmhkgh�Ze�.)�i^k�\^gmh�]^ee^�gZl\bm^'�
E�bg\enlbhg^�^(h�e�^l\enlbhg^�]^`eb� bg_Zgmb�]Z`eb�liZsb�
Z�]^lmbgZsbhg^�_ng^kZkbZ�^%�iZkbf^gmb%�e^�fh]Zebm¨�bg�
cui essi venivano trattati cominciavano a costituire im-
portanti parametri di valutazione a partire dai quali 
ihm^oZ�]bo^gbk^�ihllb[be^�ikhoZk^�Z�lib^`Zk^�b�\hg]b-
sbhgZf^gmb�b]^heh`b\b�h�kbmnZeb�\a^�g^�bgÜn^gsZoZgh�h�
f^gh�eZ�kZiik^l^gmZmbobm¨�h%�Z]]bkbmmnkZ%�eZ�lm^llZ�oblb-
[bebm¨%�]Zg]h�li^llh�enh`h�Z�_hkf^�]b�l^ihemnkZ�
]b__^-
k^gsbZmZ��^(h�
]bl\kbfbgZmZ�%�bg\enl^�jn^ee^�\hkk^eZm^�
Z�_^ghf^gb�jnZeb�eZ�ikZmb\Z�]^ee�bg_Zgmb\b]bh%�[^g�]h-
\nf^gmZmZ�Zk\a^heh`b\Zf^gm^�^�Zgmkhiheh`b\Zf^gm^'
:eeh� lm^llh� fh]h� Zg\a^� e^� fh]Zebm¨� bg� \nb� o^gboZ�
\ZkZmm^kbssZmh� be� l^llh� ]^b� [Zf[bgb� fhkmb� bg� ^m¨� ik^-
adolescenziale forniva importanti informazioni in 
merito alla loro percezione nella società degli adulti 
ghg\a®���ib½�h�f^gh�]bk^mmZf^gm^���Zb�f^\\Zgblfb�
b]^heh`b\b� ^(h� Zee^� lm^ll^� ikh\^]nk^� \a^� ik^lb^]^-
oZgh�ZeeZ�\^kbfhgbZ� _ng^[k^'�Jn^lm�nembfZ%� bg_Zmmb%�¯�
soggetta a minori condizionamenti rispetto a quelli 
\a^�ihllhgh�\ZkZmm^kbssZk^�b�_ng^kZeb�]^`eb�Z]nemb%�lbZ�
i^k\a®� eZ� i^klhgZebm¨� ^� b� knheb� ]^`eb� bg_Zgmb%� bg^obmZ-
[bef^gm^%� lhgh� f^gh� \hfie^llb� ^� Zkmb\heZmb%� lbZ� i^k-
\a®� e^� i^klhg^� \hbgohem^� g^e� enmmh� ^(h� g^ee^� ^l^jnb^�
lhgh� \hgl^`n^gm^f^gm^� kb]hmm^� ^%� be� ib½� ]^ee^� ohem^%�
ieZnlb[bef^gm^�\bk\hl\kbmm^�Zb�lheb� _ZfbebZkb'�Lne�ibZgh�
del rituale e della composizione del corredo questo 
in¸�Zo^k^�oZkb^�\hgl^`n^gs^�Z�l^\hg]Z�]^e�fh]h�bg�
\nb�eZ�fhkm^�lm^llZ�ob^g^�i^k\^ibmZ�^�]^ee�^lb`^gsZ�h�
f^gh�]b�Zmmkb[nbk^�Ze�]^_ngmh�g^eeZ�kZiik^l^gmZsbhg^�
lbf[heb\Z� ]^e� _ng^kZe^� jn^e� knheh� \a^� eZ� l\hfiZklZ�
ik^fZmnkZ� `eb� aZ� bfi^]bmh� ]b� \hgl^`nbk^'� E�Zll^gsZ�
in tali sepolture di connotati caratterizzanti il genere 
h� eZ�ik^l^gsZ�]b�Zmmkb[nmb� bg�]bk^mmh�\hgmkZlmh�\hg� eZ�
ehkh� b]^gmbm¨� l^llnZe^� in¸� \hgmkb[nbk^� Z� ^ob]^gsbZk^�
_Zmmhkb�]b�jn^lmh�mbih%�\hl³�\hf^�ngZ�^\\^llboZ�^g_Zlb�
g^b�[^gb�Zmmkb[nbmb`eb�in¸�bg]nkk^�Z�bihmbssZk^�ngZ�lnZ�
ZiiZkm^g^gsZ�Z�ngZ�lh\b^m¨�lmknmmnkZmZ�lneeZ�[Zl^�]b�
obg\heb�]b�mbih�^k^]bmZkbh�^(h�ngZ�lnZ�^o^gmnZe^�Zllb-
fbeZsbhg^�\hg�`eb�Zgm^gZmb'�
E�hll^koZsbhg^� ]^ee�^ohensbhg^� ]b� mZeb� Zmm^``bZf^gmb�
g^e�\hklh�]^e�m^fih�^�lneeZ�eng`Z�]nkZmZ�\hgl^gmboZ%�
bg�nembfZ�ZgZeblb%�]b�\h`eb^k^�be�fh]h�bg�\nb�b�kZiihkmb�
tra i sessi e la stessa percezione sociale del gender 
fossero periodicamente «costruiti, dissolti e riformu-



-) lati». «Questi cambiamenti»%�hll^koZoZ�g^e�*222�F'�
IZkd^k�I^Zklhg�!ngh�]^b�fZllbfb�m^hkb\b�]^ee�Zk\a^heh-
`bZ�_ng^kZkbZ�ihlmikh\^llnZe^"%�«sono coincisi con im-
portanti trasformazioni economiche, culturali e politi-
che, che manifestano come la politica di genere fosse 
inseparabile dagli altri processi e pratiche sociali» 
!I:KD>K�I>:KLHG�*222%�i'�*),"%�ngZ�Z__^kfZsbh-
g^�\a^���bg�fhemb�l^glb�^�l^gsZ�Zff^mm^keh�^lieb\bmZ-
f^gm^���ZmmkZo^klh�eZ�l_^kZ�m^hkb\Z�]^eeZ�social practi-
ce�k^\ni^kZoZ�eh�libkbmh�\a^�Zo^oZ�ZgbfZmh�eZ�\kbmb\Z�
ikh\^llnZe^%�]Ze�jnZe^�]b__^kboZ%�^ll^gsbZef^gm^%�i^k�
eZ�fZg\ZmZ�_hkfneZsbhg^�]b�e^``b%�k^`he^�^(h�bihm^lb�
bg�`kZ]h�]b�]^Ûgbk^�
l\b^gmbÛ\Zf^gm^��mZe^�ikh\^llh'
 
La prospettiva antropologica

«I nostri assunti relativi alla costruzione sociale della 
realtà sono destinati a seguire un percorso a domi-
nanza maschile se neghiamo, per esempio, importan-
za a certi oggetti etichettandoli come cose da don-
ne.»�!P>BG>K�*20/%�i'�*+"'

Ngh� ]^b� ikbg\biZeb� mZll^eeb� ]Z� lfZgm^eeZk^� g^eeZ� k^ob-
lbhg^� k^eZmboblmZ� ]^ee�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^� ]^ee^� lh\b^m¨� ]^e�
iZllZmh�Z�iZkmbk^�]ZeeZ�e^mmnkZ�]^b�]Zmb�_ng^kZkb�!^�ghg�
lheh"�̄ �jn^eeh�\hkk^eZmh�Zee^�\hlb]]^mm^�hiihlbsbhgb�[bh-
eh`b\a^�_hg]Zm^�lne�l^llh�^(h�lnee�^m¨�]^`eb�bg]bob]nb'
I^k�jn^eeh�\a^�\hg\^kg^oZ�eZ�l_^kZ�lh\bZe^�jnhmb]bZ-
gZ�_n�\hg�e^�kb\^k\a^�]b�ngZ�Zeeb^oZ�]b�?'�;hZl�^�]b�K'�
;^g^]b\m%�eZ�`b¨�\bmZmZ�FZk`Zk^m�F^Z]%�\a^�\hfbg\b¸�

Z�^f^k`^k^�\hg�ln_Û\b^gm^�\abZk^ssZ�\hf^� e^�
l\^e-
m^��^�`eb�
Zmmkb[nmb��l^llnZeb�ghg�_hll^kh�_knmmh�]b�ngZ�
predisposizione naturale oggettiva quanto piuttosto 
]b�\hfie^llb�\hg]bsbhgZf^gmb�\nemnkZeb%�lh``^mmb�Z�l^g-
lb[beb�oZkbZsbhgb�]Z�ngZ�\nemnkZ�Zee�ZemkZ�!LÃK>GL>G�
*221"'� NgZ� kb\hlmknsbhg^� \a^%� g^`eb� Zggb� l^`n^gmb%�
lZk^[[^� lmZmZ� nem^kbhkf^gm^� ln__kZ`ZmZ� lne� ibZgh� ^m-
gh`kZÛ\h� Z� iZkmbk^� ]Z� kbl\hgmkb� \hf^� jn^eeb� k^eZmbob�
Z`eb�AnZ�]^eeZ�IZinZlbZ%�\a^�fhlmkZoZgh�\hg�`kZg]^�
^ob]^gsZ� e�^lmk^fZ� oZkbZ[bebm¨� i^k\^mmboZ� ]^eeZ� l_^kZ�
l^llnZe^'�:eeZ�lmZmb\bm¨�[bgZkbZ�]^ee�hmmb\Z�[bheh`b\Z�^�
`^g^mb\Z�lb�lhlmbmnboZ�eZ�i^kf^Z[bebm¨�]^b�\hg]bsbhgZ-
f^gmb� lh\bZeb%� lhmmkZ^g]h%� Zef^gh� lne� ibZgh� lmhkb\h&
\nemnkZe^%�ng�Zli^mmh�ZiiZk^gm^f^gm^�h``^mmboh�\hf^�
quello della percezione delle categorie sessuali alla 
eh`b\Z�]^ee^�l\b^gs^�gZmnkZeb'�
:gZeh`a^�Z\jnblbsbhgb�m^hkb\a^�o^gboZgh�ib½�h�f^gh�
\hgm^fihkZg^Zf^gm^�lobeniiZm^�]Z�F'�FZnll�!*10+&
*2.)"�^�G'�>ebZl�!*110&*22)"�bg�ng�\hgm^lmh�\hg\^m-
mnZef^gm^� ib½� Zfibh%� k^eZmboh� Ze� fnmZk^� g^e� m^fih�
]^eeZ�i^k\^sbhg^�]^e�
\hkih��^�]^eeZ�
\hkihk^bm¨��Z�
l^\hg]Z�]^b�\hlmnfb%�]^ee�^lm^mb\Z%�]^ee^�ikZmb\a^�lh-
\bZeb�^%�ib½�bg�`^g^kZe^%�]^eeZ�\nemnkZ�]b�ZiiZkm^g^gsZ�
!e�habitus"�]b�\bZl\ng�bg]bob]nh�bg�k^eZsbhg^�Ze�l^llh�^�
ZeeZ�\eZll^�]�^m¨'�Be�
\hkih��\hl³�\hf^�be�
l^llh��ihm^-
oZgh�l³�^ll^k^�gZmnkZeb�g^eeZ�ehkh�^ll^gsZ�[bheh`b\Z�fZ%�
g^eeZ�ehkh�lhlmZgsZ%�̂ kZgh�be�kblnemZmh�]b�ngZ�eng`Z�̂ eZ[h-
kZsbhg^�\nemnkZe^�^�lbf[heb\Z�!]Z�nembfZ�CHR<>�+))1"'
:� iZkmbk^� ]ZeeZ� Ûg^� ]^`eb� Zggb� �/)%� g^ee�Zf[bmh� ]^e-
eZ� ib½� ZfibZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� _^ffbgblmZ%� mZeb� Z\jnblbsbhgb�
_nkhgh� h``^mmh� ]b� nem^kbhkb� Ziikh_hg]bf^gmb%� ohemb� Z�
l`hf[kZk^� be� \Zfih� ]Z� ik^\hg\^mmb� Zg]kh\^gmkb\b%�
spesso aggravati dalla prospettiva prevalentemente 

h\\b]^gmZe^��]^`eb�hll^koZmhkb'�Be�\hg\^mmh�`^g^kb\h�
]b�
l^llh��o^gg^�\hl³�ikh`k^llboZf^gm^�lhlmbmnbmh�]Z�
quello di “gender”%�m^kfbg^�bg`e^l^�\a^�eh�\ZeZ�bg�ngZ�
dimensione volta a privilegiare le forme e i meccani-
lfb�]^eeZ�]b__^k^gsbZsbhg^�lh\bZe^�]^b�l^llb'�
NgZ�Z\jnblbsbhg^�\a^%�\hf^�aZ�[^g�^ob]^gsbZmh�F'�
=bZs&:g]k^n%� o^gg^� [^g� ik^lmh� k^\^ibmZ� Zg\a^� bg�
\Zfih�lh\bheh`b\h%�\hgl^gm^g]h�ÛgZef^gm^�]b�lni^-
rare la tradizionale e semplicistica opposizione ma-
l\abe^(_^ffbgbe^3�

«“Sesso” è un termine biologico: “genere” è psicolo-
gico e culturale. Il buon senso suggerisce che questi 
siano meramente due modi di vedere una stessa di-
stinzione e che qualcuno, per esempio, che appar-
tiene al sesso femminile automaticamente apparter-
rà al corrispondente genere (femminile). In realtà 
ghg�l^fik^�¯�\hl³'�>ll^k^�ng�nhfh�h�ngZ�]hggZ%�ng�
[Zf[bgh� h� ngZ� [Zf[bgZ%� ]bi^g]^� ]Zee�Z[bmh%� ]ZeeZ�
`^lmnZebm¨%� ]Zee�h\\niZsbhg^%� ]ZeeZ� k^m^� ]b� k^eZsbhgb�
sociali e dalla personalità, e non dal fatto di pos-
sedere un determinato apparato genitale. Questa 
affermazione abbastanza sorprendente si fonda su 
una serie di fatti. In primo luogo, gli antropologi han-
no documentato una variazione molto ampia delle 
_hkf^�bg�\nb�e^�]bo^kl^�\nemnk^�]^Ûgbl\hgh�be�
`^g^k^�'�
È vero che ogni società impiega il sesso biologico 
\hf^�\kbm^kbh�i^k�e�bg\enlbhg^�bg�ng�`^g^k^%�fZ�hemk^�


O^g^k^��]b�Pbee^g]hk_�!GZmnkablmhkbl\a^l�Fnl^nf�]b�Ob^g-
gZ"'�Bg�ib^mkZ�\Ze\Zk^Z�]bibgmZ�\hg�h\kZ�khllZ%�i^kbh]h�@kZ-
o^mmbZgh�!+0')))�&*2')))�Z'<'"



-*a questo semplice punto di partenza, non esistono 
\nemnk^�\a^�lbZgh�\hfie^mZf^gm^�]�Z\\hk]h�ln�\hlZ�
]blmbg`nZ�ng�`^g^k^�]Z�ng�Zemkh'�Ghg�\�¯�[blh`gh�]b�
]bk^�\a^�h`gb�lh\b^m¨�\k^]^�\a^�e^�ikhikb^�]^Ûgbsbhgb�
di genere corrispondano alla dualità del sesso bio-
logico.» !H:DE>R� *20+4� mkZ]'� bm'� ]Z� =à:S&:G=K>N�
+)))%�i'�,+-"'

Eh� li^mmkh� l^fZgmb\h� ]^e� 
l^llh� lh\bZe^�� lb� Zkkb\\ab-
oZ� bg� mZe� fh]h� ]b� fhem^ieb\b� l_Z\\^mmZmnk^� !fZl\abe^%�
_^ffbgbe^%�hfhl^llnZe^%�^kfZ_kh]bmh%�Zl^llnZmh�^�]b�
mnmm^�e^�ihllb[beb�bgm^k_^k^gs^�^lblm^gmb�mkZ�e�ngh�^�e�Ze-
mkh�Zf[bmh"%�\nemnkZef^gm^�^�lmhkb\Zf^gm^�k^eZmbobssZ-
m^'� Be�`^g^k^%� bg_Zmmb%�g^eeZ�lnZ�\hfie^llZ�^� mnmm�Zemkh�
\a^� ebg^Zk^�^ohensbhg^�lmhkb\Z%�ihm^oZ�^ll^k^�Zg\a^�
bg]hmmh�h�^ll^k^�_knmmh�]b�ngZ�l\^emZ�]^eb[^kZmZ�!\hf^�
eZ� \ZlmkZsbhg^%� bgÜbmmZ� h� ohehgmZkbZ"� h� ]b� ng� ikh\^l-
lh� ]b� g^`hsbZsbhg^%� lh``^mmh%� i^kZemkh%� Z� fnmZsbhgb�
ib½� h� f^gh� \h]bÛ\Zm^� ^� kbmnZebssZm^� g^e� \hklh� ]^eeZ�
obmZ�nfZgZ4�iZkbf^gmb�^llh�ihm^oZ�^ll^k^�g^`Zmh�!Z]�
^l^fibh%� ZmmkZo^klh� e�Zl\^mblfh� h� e�Zlm^glbhg^� l^l-
lnZe^"�h�gZmnkZebssZmh�!f^]bZgm^�eZ�]bl\kbfbgZsbhg^(
^ebfbgZsbhg^�]^ee^�]b__^k^gs^%�jnZeb�eZ�`a^mmbssZsbhg^�
^(h�eZ�lhiik^llbhg^�Ûlb\Z�]^`eb�hfhl^llnZeb�ikZmb\ZmZ�
]nkZgm^�b�k^`bfb�gZsbhgZeblmb\b�gho^\^gm^l\ab"%�bg�ebg^Z�
\hg� b� ikbg\bib� lobeniiZmb� ]Zee^� m^hkb^� lh\bheh`b\a^� ]b�
I'� ;hnk]b^n� !*2,)&+))+"� ^� ]b� :'� @b]]^gl� !*2,1&"%�
ghg\a®� ]Zee^�Ziikh_hg]bm^� kbÜ^llbhgb�]b�F'�?hn\Znem�
!*2+/&*21-"'�:�jn^lm�nembfh%�bg�iZkmb\heZk^%�lb�]ho^-
oZ�eZ�in[[eb\Zsbhg^%�mkZ�be�*20/�^�be�*21-%�]^b�ikbfb�
tre volumi della Storia della sessualità%�eZ�lnZ�nembfZ�
`kZg]^� hi^kZ%� kbfZlmZ� inkmkhiih� bg\hfibnmZ%� g^eeZ�
jnZe^� e^�ln^� m^lb�[bhihebmb\a^� bg\^gmkZm^�lnb�f^\\Zgb-
lfb�]b�ikh]nsbhg^�^�\hgl^koZsbhg^�]^e�ihm^k^�!«bio-
pouvoir»"� o^gboZgh� kbe^mm^� ZeeZ� en\^� ]^ee�^ohensbhg^�
g^e� m^fih� ]^eeZ� \hg\^sbhg^� l^llnZe^%� ZmmkZo^klh� be�
lnh�\hgmkheeh%�eZ�lnZ�lmknf^gmZebssZsbhg^�^(h�eZ�lnZ�
\h]bÛ\Zsbhg^(mkZlfbllbhg^� \hghl\bmboZ'� NgZ� m^lb� bg�
obkm½� ]^eeZ� jnZe^� eZ� ik^lngmZ� hiihlbsbhg^� [bheh`b\Z�
nhfh(]hggZ� o^gboZ� Z� \hgÛ`nkZklb� \hf^� ng� ikh\^l-
lh� ]b� 
gZmnkZebssZsbhg^�� l\b^gmbÛ\Z� ]^eeZ� k^Zem¨%� ng�
habitus cognitivo imposto dalle scienze naturali attra-
o^klh�be�jnZe^�o^gboZ�k^bÛ\Zmh�!^%�jnbg]b%�kbikh]hmmh"�
e�hk]bg^�lh\bZe^�^�\nemnkZe^�^lblm^gm^%�ihg^g]h�Zb�fZk-
`bgb�!h%�Z]]bkbmmnkZ%�
ZggneeZg]h(g^`Zg]h�"�mnmmh�\b¸�
\a^�o^gboZ�i^k\^ibmh�\hf^�
]^obZgm^��^(h�
lmkZgh��
!«queer»4�;NME>K�*22)"'�>gmkh�mZe^�ikhli^mmboZ�eZ�kb-
Ü^llbhg^�ihlmlmknmmnkZeblmZ�lne�«gender» veniva sostan-
sbZef^gm^�Z�\hbg\b]^k^�\hg�jn^eeZ�ib½�̀ ^g^kZe^�lnee�
b-
]^heh`bZ��^�lnb�lnhb�f^\\Zgblfb�]b�kZiik^l^gmZsbhg^�
^(h�]blmhklbhg^�lbf[heb\Z'�
Lne� ibZgh� f^mh]heh`b\h%� bg_Zmmb%� eZ� \kbmb\Z� _^ffbgblmZ�
aveva da tempo cominciato a mettere in evidenza le 
alterazioni interpretative dovute a una prospettiva an-
]kh\^gmkb\Z%�ohemZ�Z�mkZl\nkZk^�e�Ziihkmh�_^ffbgbe^�g^b�
_^ghf^gb�\nemnkZeb%�lh\bZeb%�Zkmblmb\b%�lbf[heb\b�̂ �fZm^kbZ-
eb%�i^k�jn^b�\ZkZmm^kblmb\b�ik^`bn]bsb�^kf^g^nmb\b�^nkh-
i^bssZgmb�\a^�aZggh�\hgmkZ]]blmbgmh�Z�eng`h�Zg\a^�eZ�
kbÜ^llbhg^�lneeZ�\hlb]]^mmZ�
^mgb\bm¨��!?:;B>MMB�+))+"'
G^eeZ�_Zmmbli^\b^�\b¸�ihm^oZ�kblnemZk^�iZkmb\heZkf^gm^�
lb`gbÛ\Zmboh�ikhikbh�g^eeZ�l_^kZ�_ng^kZkbZ%�lhikZmmnmmh�

in quelle civiltà in cui la gestione degli atti estremi del 
\b\eh�obmZe^���\hf^�be�\hg\^ibf^gmh%�eZ�ikh\k^Zsbhg^�̂ �
eZ�fhkm^���^kZ�kbm^gnmZ�]b�\hfi^m^gsZ�li^\bÛ\Z�]^ee^�
]hgg^�eZl\bZg]h�\hfie^mZf^gm^�]Z�iZkm^�`eb�nhfbgb%�
\hf^�Zoo^gboZ%�Z]�^l^fibh%�g^b�_ng^kZeb�]^b�mkh[kbZg-
]^lb%�l^\hg]h�e�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�]ZmZg^�g^`eb�Zggb��0)�
]Z�:'�P^bg^k%�Zkm^Û\^�]b�ngZ�k^oblbhg^�\hfie^llboZ�
]^eeZ�ikhli^mmboZ�_ngsbhgZeblmZ%�fZl\abeblmZ�^�h\\b]^g-
mZeblmb\Z�]ZmZ�Zee�bgbsbh�]^e�l^\heh�]Z�;'�FZebghpldb�lne�
m^fZ�!P>BG>K�*20/"'
:b�Ûemkb�bgm^kik^mZmbob�bglbmb�g^eeZ�f^gmZebm¨�]^`eb�hll^k-
vatori andavano poi aggiungendosi quelli ideologici 
^ob]^gsbZmb� ]ZeeZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� lh\bheh`b\Z� g^hfZkqblmZ�
^�]Z`eb�lobeniib�]^ee^�m^hkbssZsbhgb�lnee�agency'�EZ�kb-
e^mmnkZ�]^b�lblm^fb�]b�ikh]nsbhg^�hi^kZmZ�]Z�<'�F^be-
eZllhnq%� lneeZ� [Zl^� ]^eeZ� ]h\nf^gmZsbhg^� ^mgh`kZÛ-
\Z� kZ\\hemZ� i^klhgZef^gm^� mkZ� b� @hnkh� ]^eeZ� <hlmZ�
]�:ohkbh%�\abZfZoZ�bg�\ZnlZ�_Zmmhkb�\hkk^eZmb�Zee�^m¨�^�
Ze�\hgmkheeh� ]^b� lblm^fb� ]b�
kbikh]nsbhg^�� !F>BEE:L-
LHNQ�*20."'�:�iZkmbk^�]Z�ng�Zll^mmh�lh\bh&^\hghfb-
\h�_hg]Zmh�lnee�hiihlbsbhg^�_kZ�nhfbgb�ZgsbZgb�^�`bh-
oZgb%�^`eb�^ob]^gsbZoZ�\hf^�eZ�`^lmbhg^�^l\enlboZ�]Z�
iZkm^�]^b�ikbfb�]^ee^�kblhkl^�fZm^kbZeb�^�]^`eb�l\Zf[b�
fZmkbfhgbZeb�g^ee�Zf[bmh�]^e�lblm^fZ�]hf^lmb\h�]b�ikh-
]nsbhg^�\hlmbmnbll^�eZ�[Zl^�]^eeZ�ehkh�hk`ZgbssZsbhg^�
lh\bZe^'�Ng�f^\\Zgblfh�g^e�jnZe^�be�\hgmkheeh�]^ee^�]hg-
g^�!^%�\hg�̂ ll^%�jn^eeh�]^eeZ�riproduzione"%�ZeeZ�lmk^`nZ�
]b�jn^eeh�]b�kblhkl^�^ll^gsbZeb�\hf^�e^�l^f^gmb�!eZ�pro-
duzione"%�i^kf^mm^oZ�]b�i^ki^mnZk^%�Z�iZkmbk^�]ZeeZ�\h-
fngbm¨�_ZfbebZk^%�ng�hk]bg^�lh\bZe^�k^mmh�]Z`eb�ZgsbZgb'
La gestione delle donne veniva quindi equiparata a 
jn^eeZ�]^b�fh]b�]b�ikh]nsbhg^%�bg�ng�\hgm^lmh�b]^heh-
gico più vasto nel quale gli uomini tentavano di avo-
\Zk^�Z�l®� be�ihm^k^� _^\hg]Zgm^�]^e�\hkih�_^ffbgbe^%�
appropriandosi del principale fattore distintivo tra i 
l^llb'�NgZ�]bZe^mmb\Z�mkZ�̀ ^g^kb�̂ �\eZllb�]b�̂ m¨�\a^�Zok^[-
[^�\hlmbmnbmh�ngh�]^b�ib½�bgm^k^llZgmb�lobeniib�bgm^kik^mZ-
mbob�li^kbf^gmZmb�]Zee�Zk\a^heh`bZ�ihlmikh\^llnZe^'
:mmkZo^klh�\Zlb�^mgh`kZÛ\b�\hf^�jn^eeb�^lZfbgZmb�]Z�
F^beeZllhnq� ^f^k`^oZgh� bg� mnmmZ� eZ� ehkh� ^ob]^gsZ� b�
f^\\Zgblfb� \a^� `ZkZgmboZgh� e�Z__^kfZsbhg^� ^� eZ� kb-
ikh]nsbhg^�]b�li^\bÛ\b�lblm^fb�^`^fhgb\b�bg\^gmkZmb�lne�
l^llh�^�e�^m¨�Z�iZkmbk^�]ZeeZ�l^fieb\^�
ikZmb\Z�jnhmb-
]bZgZ��̂ �]Zee�hk`ZgbssZsbhg^�]^b�fh]b�]b�ikh]nsbhg^�
]hf^lmb\Z'�NgZ� e^mmnkZ%�jn^lm�nembfZ%�\a^�ihm^oZ�^l-
l^k^�lhlmZgsbZmZ�ik^lmZg]h�Zmm^gsbhg^�ZeeZ�
]bZe^mmb\Z�
]^b� `^g^kb�� g^ee^� ln^� fhem^ieb\b� fZgb_^lmZsbhgb%� \hg�
particolare riguardo alla prospettiva dei soggetti so-
\bZef^gm^�
]bl\kbfbgZmb��^�Zee^�ehkh�ib½�h�f^gh�mZ\bm^�
^lik^llbhgb� ]b� g^`hsbZsbhg^%� k^lblm^gsZ� h� ]^ÛgbmboZ�
Zllh``^mmZsbhg^'�Bg�jn^lm�nembfZ�]bk^sbhg^�lb�ohel^�bg�
iZkmb\heZk^� e�Zgmkhiheh`bZ� _^ffbgblmZ%� k^oblbhgZg]h�
^� \kbmb\Zg]h� l\a^fZmblfb� ^\\^llboZf^gm^� l^fieb\blmb-
ci quali quelli sottesi alla ricostruzione dei sistemi di 
iZk^gm^eZ�^�]^`eb�l\Zf[b�fZmkbfhgbZeb�hi^kZmZ�]Z�<'�
E®ob&LmkZnll�^�]Z�Zemkb%�_hg]ZmZ�ln�]b�ngZ�^\\^llboZ�loZ-
enmZsbhg^�]^e�knheh�]^ee^�]hgg^%�ZllbfbeZm^�jnZlb�Z�]^e-
e^�f^k\b�bg�[ZebZ�]^e�ohe^k^�]^b�ehkh�iZ]kb�^(h�_kZm^eeb'



-+ Dall’archeologia femminista a quella post-
processuale

<hg� be� f^]^lbfh� kbmZk]h� \a^� Zo^oZ� \ZkZmm^kbssZmh�
e�Z\jnblbsbhg^�]^eeZ�\hglZi^ohe^ssZ�]^e�lni^kZf^gmh�
]^ee^� m^lb� _ngsbhgZeblm^� ^� lmknmmnkZeblm^%� e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�
m^hkb\Z�k^\^i³�e^�kbÜ^llbhgb�Zgmkhiheh`b\a^%�lh\bheh`b-
\a^�^�ilb\hZgZebmb\a^�bg�f^kbmh�Ze�gender sopra sinte-
mbssZm^'�NgZ�k^\^sbhg^�\a^�_n�nem^kbhkf^gm^�kZee^gmZmZ�
]Zee^�]b_Û\hem¨� bglbm^�g^e� lni^kZf^gmh�]^b�ik^`bn]bsb�
Zg]kh\^gmkb\b�\a^�\hgghmZoZgh�ngZ�]bl\biebgZ�ik^oZ-
e^gm^f^gm^�fZl\abe^%�g^e�lnh�^l^k\bsbh�\hl³�\hf^�g^b�
lnhb�lobeniib�m^hkb\b'�Lne�ibZgh�bgm^kik^mZmboh%�bg_Zmmb%�eZ�
New Archaeology si era limitata a perpetuare alcuni 
ik^\hg\^mmb� 
fZl\abeblmb�� ]^ee�Ziikh\\bh� lmhkb\h&\nemn-
kZe^�\ZkZmm^kbssZgm^�eZ�ikbfZ�f^m¨�]^e��2))'�:ee�b]^Z�
di una storia fatta da e di uomini corrispondeva inevi-
mZ[bef^gm^�Zg\a^�ngZ�Zk\a^heh`bZ�jnZlb�bgm^`kZef^g-
m^� Ze� fZl\abe^%� bg]hmmZ� ik^`bn]bsbZef^gm^� Z� ihkk^� e^�
]hgg^�bg�jn^eeZ�ihlbsbhg^�ln[hk]bgZmZ�\a^�ngZ�lZe]Z�
^�bgo^m^kZmZ�mkZ]bsbhg^�]b�fZmkb\^�h\\b]^gmZe^�!Zg\a^�
i^k�bgÜnllh�]^ee^�`kZg]b�k^eb`bhgb�fhghm^blm^"�^kZ�lheb-
mZ�Zmmkb[nbke^'�?ngsbhgb�\hf^�jn^ee^�]^eeZ�\Z\\bZ%�]^eeZ�
`n^kkZ%�]^ee�^l^k\bsbh�]^e�ihm^k^%�]^e�\hff^k\bh%�]^e-
eZ�f^mZeenk`bZ%�]^ee�Zemh�Zkmb`bZgZmh�o^gboZgh�ZnmhfZ-
ticamente e più o meno implicitamente proiettate da-
gli interpreti in una dimensione quasi esclusivamente 
fZl\abe^�\a^�k^e^`ZoZ�e^�]hgg^�!bg�Zll^gsZ�]b� _hgmb�
^(h� ]h\nf^gmb� \a^� eh�lf^gmbll^kh"� bg� ngZ�ihlbsbhg^�
fZk`bgZe^%� \bk\hl\kbmmZ� mnmm�Ze� ib½� Zee�ngbo^klh� ]hf^-
lmb\h%�_ZfbebZk^�h�ÛebZe^%�kbl^koZg]h�eZ�l_^kZ�in[[eb\Z�
ik^oZe^gm^f^gm^� Z`eb� nhfbgb'� G^ee�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�
delle sepolture questo poteva tradursi in equazioni 
ib½�h�f^gh�bg\hgl\^�mkZ�b�kZiihkmb�\a^�lb�lniihg^oZ�
dovessero esistere tra i due sessi nella vita quotidiana 
^� eZ� ehkh� kbikhihlbsbhg^� g^eeh� liZsbh� _ng^kZkbh%� i^k�
cui la disposizione delle offerte rispetto al corpo dei 
defunti veniva assecondata semplicisticamente a una 
eh`b\Z� bg�\nb�
eZ�]hggZ�l^ko^��^�
e�nhfh�¯�l^kobmh��
!AH==>K%�ANMLHG�+)),%�i'�.0�ll'"'�
Mnmmh� jn^lmh� Z� iZkmbk^� ]Z� \Zm^`hkbssZsbhgb� ib½� h�
meno inconsce mutuate dal patrimonio concettuale 
ik^]hfbgZgm^� Ûgh� ZeeZ� Ûg^� ]^`eb� Zggb� �/)%� jnZg]h�
il lento processo di emancipazione delle donne ini-
sbZmh� ZeeZ� Ûg^� ]^e� QBQ� l^\heh� mh\\¸� be� lnh� Zib\^� g^e�
fhobf^gmh� _^ffbgblmZ'� Lm^k^hmbib� ]b� jn^lmh� `^g^k^%�
mnmmZobZ%� \hgmbgnZoZgh� ^� Zg\hkZ� h``b� \hgmbgnZgh� Z�
hi^kZk^�g^ee�bg\hgl\bh�ikhb^mmZg]h�b�fh]^eeb�bgm^kik^-
mZmbob� ]^`eb� hll^koZmhkb� bg� ng� iZllZmh� g^e� jnZe^� ü� eZ�
]h\nf^gmZsbhg^� ^mgh`kZÛ\Z� ghmZ� eh� ]bfhlmkZ� ü� ih-
tevano sussistere situazioni e atteggiamenti diame-
mkZef^gm^� hiihlmb� ^(h� le^`Zmb� ]Zee^� eh`b\a^� h]b^kg^%�
bg� k^eZsbhg^� lbZ� Z� iZkZf^mkb� jnZeb� e�hk`ZgbssZsbhg^�
lh\bZe^� \a^� Zb� ikh\^llb� ikh]nmmbob%� kbmnZeb� h%� Zg\a^%�
ZeeZ�l^fieb\^�fh]Z%�eZ]]ho^�Zg\hkZ�h``b�^jnZsbhgb�
\Zghgb\a^�i^k�ngZ�ikhli^mmboZ�h\\b]^gmZe^�\hf^�`hg-
gZ(iZgmZehg^6]hggZ(nhfh�ihllhgh�^ll^k^�h``^mmh�
]b�bggnf^k^oheb�lf^gmbm^'
>gmkh�ngZ�mZe^�hmmb\Z�e^�fhem^ieb\b�l_nfZmnk^�]^e�“gen-
der”� ghg� ihm^oZgh� ^ll^k^� bg� Ze\ng� fh]h� \hem^%� lbZ�

i^k�eZ�ehkh�^oZg^l\^gsZ�Zk\a^heh`b\Z�lbZ�i^k�eZ�ehkh�
l\ZklZ�kbe^oZgsZ�Zb�Ûgb�]^eeZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�]^b�f^\\Z-
gblfb�ngbo^klZeb�]^e�lblm^fZ'�Bg�ng�Ziikh\\bh�f^mh]h-
logico volto alla formulazione di leggi e ipotesi ge-
g^kZeb�b�lh``^mmb�ln[hk]bgZmb�o^gboZgh�bg^obmZ[bef^gm^�
mkZmmZmb�ZeeZ�lmk^`nZ�]b�oZkbZgmb�ib½�h�f^gh�bglb`gbÛ\Zg-
ti per la ricostruzione di quella prospettiva di insieme 
lhebmZf^gm^�\hbg\b]^gm^�\hg�jn^eeZ�]^ee�b]^heh`bZ�]h-
fbgZgm^'�E�ngbo^klh�]^b�
`^g^kb��^%�iZkbf^gmb%�jn^eeh�
]^ee�
bg_ZgsbZ�%�jnbg]b%�^kZgh�bg^obmZ[bef^gm^�]^lmbgZ-
ti a rimanere circoscritti e a essere oggetto di tratta-
sbhgb� ib½� h� f^gh� li^\bÛ\a^� h%� mnmm�Ze� ib½%� Z]� Zo^k^�
ngZ�kbe^oZgsZ�Zb�Ûgb�]^eeZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�]^eeZ�\hfih-
lbsbhg^�]^e�\Zfibhg^�]^fh`kZÛ\h%�g^b�\Zlb�bg�\nb�eZ�
]h\nf^gmZsbhg^� Zk\a^heh`b\Z� ^� jn^eeZ� hlm^heh`b\Z�
eh�Zo^ll^kh�\hgl^gmbmh'�
Be�ikh[e^fZ�\kbmb\h�^ll^gsbZe^�^kZ�\hlmbmnbmh�]Zee^�^__^m-
mbo^�ihm^gsbZebm¨�]^ee�Zk\a^heh`bZ�]b�\h`eb^k^�b�f^\\Z-
nismi ideologici celati dalla documentazione oggetto 
]�^lZf^4�lne�ibZgh�_ng^kZkbh�\b¸�]ho^oZ�mkZ]nklb�g^eeZ�
capacità di individuare e interpretare le identità effet-
tive dei defunti spogliandole della veste ideologica 
\a^%�lhebmZf^gm^%�ihm^oZ�^ll^k`eb�bfihlmZ'�Ng�ikh\^-
]bf^gmh�\a^%�lne� _khgm^�]^eeZ�«gender archaeology» 
mZk]¸� Z� ^ll^k^� li^kbf^gmZmh%� Zef^gh� g^eeZ� _hkfZ� bg�
\nb�^kZ�lmZmh�m^hkbssZmh�]ZeeZ�kbÜ^llbhg^�Zgmkhiheh`b-
\Z�^�lh\bheh`b\Z�\hgm^fihkZg^Z'
<hf^�¯�lmZmh�hiihkmngZf^gm^�ib½�ohem^�lhmmhebg^Zmh%�
la «gender archaeology» dei primordi fu essenzial-
f^gm^� ngZ� Zk\a^heh`bZ� ]^ee^� ]hgg^� ]^e� iZllZmh%� ]b�
\hfi^m^gsZ�jnZlb�̂ l\enlboZf^gm^�_^ffbgbe^'�EZ�]blmhk-
lbhg^�ikh]hmmZ�]ZeeZ�ikhli^mmboZ�fZl\abeblmZ�kbl\abZoZ�
\hl³�]b�^ll^k^�i^ki^mnZmZ�lne�_khgm^�hiihlmh�Z�iZkmbk^�
]Z�ng�ik^\hg\^mmh�]nZeblfh�\a^�^kZ�^lmkZg^h�Zee^�lm^l-
l^�eh`b\a^�^�Zee^�l_nfZmnk^�\hfie^ll^�]^e�gender'
F'� =bZs&:g]k^n� aZ� \hkk^mmZf^gm^� ^ob]^gsbZmh� mZe^�
kbmZk]h� ^� aZ� i^k\b¸� ikhihlmh� ]b� kb\hg]nkk^� eZ� «gen-
der archeology»�!\hl³�\hf^�¯�o^gnmZ�]^ebg^Zg]hlb�Z�
iZkmbk^�]Z`eb�Zggb��2)"�g^ee�Zeo^h�m^hkb\h�ihlmikh\^l-
lnZe^%�lhmmkZ^g]hg^�eZ�
fZm^kgbm¨��Zee�Zk\a^heh`bZ�]b�
matrice femminista: 

�E�Zk\a^heh`bZ�]b�`^g^k^�¯�ihlm&ikh\^llnZe^%�fb�l^f-
bra, dato che interpreta la società come formata da 
individui che agiscono come agenti sociali attivi, da 
individui le cui attività e negoziazioni quotidiane for-
mano una parte essenziale della dinamica storica. 
Nella costante interazione, ossia nella continua pra-
tica sociale, le relazioni di genere svolgono un ruolo 
essenziale come uno dei principi strutturanti essenzia-
li e basilari su cui si organizzano le relazioni sociali. Il 
`^g^k^�¯%�i^kmZgmh%�ng�b]^gmbm¨�\a^�lmZ�ZeeZ�[Zl^�]^e-
le relazioni sociali e in pratica viene continuamente 
negoziata in questo contesto, e quindi è in continuo 
cambiamento. Ciò spiega non solo le differenze del 
lb`gbÛ\Zmh�]^b�̀ ^g^kb�mkZ�b�]bo^klb�̀ kniib%�fZ�Zg\a^�eZ�
ehkh�mkZl_hkfZsbhg^%�Zee�bgm^kgh�]^eeh�lm^llh�`kniih�
nel corso del tempo» !=à:S&:G=K>N�+)))%�i'�,+."'

E�^g_Zlb%�Z�ghlmkh�Zooblh�\hg]boblb[be^%�]ZmZ�]Zee�:nmkb-
\^�Z�jn^b�\hg\^mmb�\a^�f^`ebh�b]^gmbÛ\Zgh�b�ib½�k^\^gmb�



-,lobeniib� ]^eeZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� lne�gender mostra effettiva-
f^gm^�jnZgmh�^llZ�Z[[bZ�[^g^Û\bZmh�]Zee^�m^hkbssZ-
sbhgb�ihlmikh\^llnZeb�blibkZm^�Zee^�kbÜ^llbhgb�]^b�lh\bh-
eh`b�]^ee�agency e della practice theory�!\hf^�b�\bmZmb�
;hnk]b^n�^�@b]]^gl"'�E�Zk\a^heh`bZ�_^ffbgblmZ�]^`eb�
Zggb��0)�^��1)%�bg_Zmmb%�ghg�Zo^oZ�fZb�ihlmh�bg�]n[[bh�
e�h``^mmbobm¨� ]^e� gender%� \hlmkn^g]h� ngZ� 
Zk\a^heh-
`bZ�]^ee^�]hgg^��li^\neZk^�kbli^mmh�Z�jn^eeZ�]^`eb�nh-
fbgb�^%�i^kmZgmh%�iZkbf^gmb�]blmhkmZ�^�b]^heh`bssZmZ%�
l^iink� g^\^llZkbZ� i^k� lni^kZk^� Ze\ngb� l\a^fZmblfb�
bgm^kik^mZmbob�!@BE<AKBLM�+))-"'�
MkZ�jn^lmb�lib\\ZoZgh�gZmnkZef^gm^�jn^eeb�\hgg^llb�Z�
una interpretazione acritica della cultura materiale 
ohemZ�Z�\Zm^`hkbssZkg^�be�\ZkZmm^k^�l^llnZe^�lneeZ�[Zl^�
]b�]^]nsbhgb�hoob^�fZ%�li^llh%�^\\^llboZf^gm^�`^g^-
kb\a^%�\hf^�eZ�i^kmbg^gsZ�^l\enlboZ�]^ee^�Zkfb�Z�bg]b-
ob]nb�]b�l^llh�fZl\abe^�^�jn^eeZ�]^b�`bhb^eeb�Zee^�]hgg^�
!LÃK>GL>G� +))/"'� NgZ� mZe^� Zmmkb[nsbhg^%� l^iink�
corretta in linea di principio e come tendenza genera-
e^%�m^g]^oZ�Z]�ZiibZmmbk^�eZ�e^mmnkZ�lh\bheh`b\Z%�lbf[h-
eb\Z�̂ �kbmnZe^�]^b�\hkk^]b�_ng^kZkb�\a^%�bgo^\^%�kblnemZoZ�
fhemh�li^llh�lhlmZgsbZmZ�]Z�
bgo^klbhgb�%�
Zem^kZsbh-
gb��h%�Zg\a^%�
\hgmkZ]]bsbhgb��]^eeZ�]bf^glbhg^�k^Ze^�
^�jnhmb]bZgZ�]^b�obo^gmb4�ng�ikh\^llh�k^lh�Zg\hkZ�ib½�
complesso dalla partecipazione alla cerimonia fune-
[k^� ]b� lh``^mmb� ]b� `^g^k^� ^� l^llh� ]bo^klh%� \hg� knheb�
li^llh�_kZ�ehkh�]blmbgmb�\a^%�mZeohemZ%�ihm^oZgh�^ll^k^�
più o meno consapevolmente riversati nel patrimonio 
semantico del corredo funerario senza per questo 
^ll^k^�\abZkZf^gm^�^(h�Zk\a^heh`b\Zf^gm^�]blmbg`nb-
[beb'� MZe^� \bk\hlmZgsZ%� Z]� ^l^fibh%� ihm^oZ� o^kbÛ\Zk-
si nel caso delle offerte di congiunti effettuate nella 
l^ihemnkZ�^(h�ZmmkZo^klh�eZ�]^ihlbsbhg^�g^e�\hkk^]h�
di utensili o strumenti utilizzati nel corso del rituale e 
ikbob�]b�kZiihkmb�]bk^mmb�\hg�be�]^_ngmh'�
:� ngZ� e^mmnkZ� lni^kÛ\bZe^� ]^e� \hkk^]h� ^� bg� fZg\Zg-
sZ�]b�^e^f^gmb�\a^�ihm^ll^kh�bgm^`kZkg^�h�lf^gmbkg^�
e�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^%� mZeb� Zmmkb[nmb� ihm^oZgh� ^ll^k^� \hg-
lb]^kZmb� ]b� ]bk^mmZ� i^kmbg^gsZ� ]^b� ]^_ngmb%� Zem^kZg]h�
eZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�]^eeZ�ehkh�^__^mmboZ�b]^gmbm¨'�EZ�lm^llZ�
\bk\hlmZgsZ� ihm^oZ� o^kbÛ\Zklb� bg� l^ihemnk^� _hkm^f^g-
te ideologizzate come quelle pertinenti a soggetti di 
rango per i quali lo status�!fZ�Zg\a^�e�hkb`bg^�^mgb\Z%�
e�ZiiZkm^g^gsZ�_ZfbebZk^�̂ (h�jn^eeZ�\nemnkZe^"�ihm^oZ�
ik^oZe^k^� lnee�^__^mmboZ� b]^gmbm¨� l^llnZe^%� \hf^� Zoo^-
gboZ� g^e� \Zlh� ]b� l^ihemnk^� ikbg\bi^l\a^� bg_Zgmbeb� ^(h�
_^ffbgbeb%� \hgghmZm^%� fhemh� li^llh%� ]Z� Zmmkb[nmb� fZ-
l\abeb�e^`Zmb�Zee�^l^k\bsbh�]^e�ihm^k^%�ehkh�li^mmZgmb�i^k�
]bl\^g]^gsZ�^(h�fZmkbfhgbh'�Ng�\Zlh�bg]Z`Zmh%�Z]�
^l^fibh%� i^k� e�BmZebZ� \^gmkZe^� ik^khfZgZ� lneeZ� [Zl^�
]^eeZ�ik^l^gsZ�]b�\Zkkb�^(h�Zkfb�!k^Zeb�h�lbf[heb\a^"�
kbl\hgmkZmZ�bg�]^ihlbsbhgb�\abZkZf^gm^�_^ffbgbeb�!;:K-
MHEHGB�+)),"�h�]Z�LZf�En\r�g^ee�^lZf^�\hfiZkZmh�
di due necropoli anglosassoni nelle quali il confronto 
_kZ� b� ]Zmb� hlm^heh`b\b� ^� eZ� ik^l^gsZ� ]b� Zmmkb[nmb%� ]^e�
mbih�]b�Zkfb�^�`bhb^eeb%�]bfhlmkZoZ�\hf^�eZ�ik^l^gsZ�
di questi ultimi non fosse sempre da correlare a una 
hiihlbsbhg^�]b�`^g^k^�fZ%�ibnmmhlmh%�]ho^ll^�^ll^k^�
e^`ZmZ� Z� _Zmmhkb� iZk^gm^eZkb%� \nemnkZeb� h� ^mgb\b� !EN<R�
*220"'
:ee^�ZgZeblb�hlm^heh`b\a^�^%�bg�iZkmb\heZk^%�Z�ngZ�ikh-

`k^llboZ� Z\jnblbsbhg^� ]b� l^glb[bebm¨� ]Z� iZkm^� ]^`eb�
Zk\a^heh`b� kbli^mmh� Zee^� ikh[e^fZmb\a^� ]^ee�Zgmkhih-
eh`bZ�Ûlb\Z�lb�]^o^%�Z�iZkmbk^�lhikZmmnmmh�]Z`eb�nembfb�
+)� Zggb%� be� lni^kZf^gmh� ]b� fhemb� ]^b� ik^`bn]bsb� \a^�
\ZkZmm^kbssZoZgh�b�ikh\^llb�bgm^kik^mZmbob�]^ee�Zk\a^h&
eh`bZ� mkZ]bsbhgZe^'� <Zlb� \hf^� jn^eeh� Zg`ehlZllhg^�
Zii^gZ� \bmZmh� fhlmkZgh%� bg_Zmmb%� \hf^� bg� Zll^gsZ� ]b�
]Zmb� h``^mmbob%� jnZeb� jn^eeb� [bheh`b\b%� _hll^� jnZlb� bf-
ihllb[be^� i^ko^gbk^� Z� ngZ� \hkk^mmZ� oZenmZsbhg^� ]^e�
record in termini di gender%� eZ]]ho^� `bhb^eeb� ^� Zkfb�
parevano escludersi reciprocamente assecondando 
e^� l^fieb\blmb\a^� ]^]nsbhgb� ]^`eb� Zk\a^heh`b'� E�ZgZ-
eblb� iZe^h[bheh`b\Z%� jnbg]b%� Zo^oZ� iZkZ]hllZef^gm^�
\hgmkb[nbmh� Z]� Z\\^e^kZk^� bg� \Zfih� Zk\a^heh`b\h�
jn^e� ikh\^llh� ]b� 
]^gZmnkZebssZsbhg^�� ]^e� gender 
ZoobZmh�]Zee�Zgmkhiheh`bZ�lh\bZe^�^�]ZeeZ�ilb\hZgZeb-
lb� lhikZmmnmmh� g^e� \hklh� ]^`eb� Zggb� �0)%� ]bfhlmkZg]h�
le contraddizioni e le lacerazioni spesso esistenti tra 

l^llh�lh\bZe^��^�
l^llh�[bheh`b\h�'�EZ�kb\hlmknsbhg^�
del ruolo della donna nelle società del passato si ar-
kb\\aboZ�bg�mZe�fh]h�]b�fhem^ieb\b�l_nfZmnk^�^�mZll^eeb�
\a^�\hgl^gmboZgh�ghg�lhemZgmh�]b� bg]bob]nZk^�lbg`heb�
\Zlb�^\\^sbhgZeb�\hf^�jn^eeh�]^eeZ�ikbg\bi^llZ�]b�Obq%�
quanto piuttosto di pervenire alla ricostruzione di si-
mnZsbhgb�ib½�\hfie^ll^%�l_nfZm^�^�Zkmb\heZm^�kbli^mmh�
a quelle correlate al presunto matriarcato postulato 
]Z�;Z\ah_^g%�>g`^el�^�Fhk`Zg�!g^e�jnZe^�Zee^�]hgg^�


=^Z�fZ]k^��]b��ZmZe�Aºr¿d%�l^]nmZ�\hg�e^�fZgb�Ziih`-
`bZm^�ln�]n^�Û^k^�f^gmk^�lmZ�iZkmhk^g]h�!Fnl^h�]^eeZ�<b-
obebssZsbhg^�:gZmheb\Z%�:gdZkZ4�eZ�m^lmZ�¯�lmZmZ�kb\hlmknbmZ"'�
M^kkZ\hmmZ%�i^kbh]h�G^hebmb\h�!/')))&.'.))�Z'<'�\Z'"
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>kfZ_kh]bmh�!iZkmb\heZk^3�>kfZ_kh]bmh"4�Fnl^h�:k\a^heh`b\h�GZsbhgZe^�]b�GZiheb�!bgo'�**++*,"4�Z__k^l\h�]Z�Ihfi^b%�<ZlZ�]b�
<^\bebh�@bh\hg]h�!O%�*%�+/%�Zf[b^gm^�m"%�BO�lmbe^�!.)&02�]'<'"'�BffZ`bg^�mkZmmZ�]Ze�lbmh�p^[�5�ammi3((ppp'\hffhgl'pbdbf^]bZ'
hk`(pbdb(?be^3:__k^l\hXkhfZghX&>kfZ_kh]bmhX^XLbe^ghX&XIhfi^b'CI@�7�TZ\\^llh�1�_^[[kZbh�+)*,V



-.o^gboZgh�Zmmkb[nbm^�tout court�e^�ik^kh`Zmbo^�fZl\abeb"%�
h�Z�o^kbÛ\Zk^�eZ�lmhkb\bm¨�]b�mkZ]bsbhgb�jnZeb�jn^ee^�k^-
lative alle amazzoni o al peculiare ruolo sociale delle 
]hgg^�ob\abg`a^'�
:�iZkmbk^�]Z�oZenmZsbhgb�]b�jn^lmh�mbih�]bo^gboZ�ihl-
lb[be^� Zg\a^� i^k� e�Zk\a^heh`bZ� ihlmneZk^� ^(h� kb\hgh-
l\^k^�e�^lblm^gsZ�]b�`^g^kb�lhebmZf^gm^�]^lmbgZmb�Z�ghg�
eZl\bZk^� mkZ\\^� ^ob]^gmb� g^eeZ� \nemnkZ� fZm^kbZe^� ^(h�
g^eeZ� ]h\nf^gmZsbhg^� Zk\a^heh`b\Z%� \hf^� g^e� \Zlh�
dei berdaches�!^kfZ_kh]bmb"�h�]^`eb�hfhl^llnZeb�!R:-
M>L�*22,"4�ngZ�Z\jnblbsbhg^%�jn^lm�nembfZ%�\a^%�\hg-
l^gm^g]h�ÛgZef^gm^�ng�^f[kbhgZe^�lni^kZf^gmh�]^e�
tradizionale dualismo sessuale sul piano pratico oltre 
\a^�ln�jn^eeh�m^hkb\h%�l\abn]^oZ�i^k�eZ�ikbfZ�ohemZ�be�
\Zfih�Z�ngZ�^__^mmboZ�Zk\a^heh`bZ�]^b�«genders»%�Z�
una «queer archaeology»� bg�`kZ]h�ÛgZef^gm^�]b�\h-
`eb^k^�be�
]bo^klh�%�eh�
lmkZgh��^�be�
]^obZgm^��g^e�lnh�
k^Ze^�\hgm^lmh�lb`gbÛ\Zgm^%�bg�jnZgmh�fZgb_^lmZsbhg^�
]^eeZ�g^`hsbZsbhg^�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�^__^mmboZ�]b�\bZl\ngh�
kbli^mmh� ZeeZ� \h]bÛ\Zsbhg^� fZllbÛ\Zgm^� !=HPLHG�
+)))"'

Tempo ed età: codificare l’“Età sociale” e 
“scavare i pregiudizi”

E�
^m¨�%�\hf^� be� l^llh%�\hlmbmnbl\^�ng�iZkZf^mkh� _hg-
]Zf^gmZe^� i^k� eZ� 
kb\hlmknsbhg^� Zk\a^heh`b\Z�� ^%�
\hgl^`n^gm^f^gm^%�i^k�e�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�
lh\bZe^�]b�\bZl\ng�bg]bob]nh%�m^fZ�lne�jnZe^�eZ�lh\bh-
eh`bZ�^�e�Zgmkhiheh`bZ�lh\bZe^�lb�lhgh�lh__^kfZm^�lbg�
]Ze�ikbg\bibh�]^e�QQ�l^\heh�bg]bob]nZg]h�jn^b�
kbmb�]b�
iZllZ``bh��\a^�l\Zg]bl\hgh�e�^lblm^gsZ�m^kk^gZ%�]Ze-
eZ� gZl\bmZ� ZeeZ� fhkm^%� ^� \a^%� bg� [nhgZ� iZkm^%� lhgh�
lmk^mmZf^gm^�\hkk^eZmb�Z�_Zmmhkb�]b�\ZkZmm^k^�[bheh`b\h�
\hgg^llb�ZeeZ�\k^l\bmZ�^(h�Zeeh�lobeniih�]^`eb�hk`Zgb�
l^llnZeb�^%�\hg�^llb%�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�]b�`^g^k^�!OZg�@^g-
g^i�*21*�T^]'�hk'�*2)2V"'�
Lne�_khgm^�m^hkb\h�̂ �bgm^kik^mZmboh�e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�aZ�mZk-
]Zmh�l^glb[bef^gm^�Z�lobeniiZk^�mZe^�\hglZi^ohe^ssZ%�
i^k�e^�lm^ll^�]b_Û\hem¨�bglbm^�g^ee�bg]bob]nZsbhg^�]^ee^�
mkZ\\^�\hg\k^m^�]b�kbmnZeb�]b�i^k�l®�]^lmbgZmb�Z�kbfZg^k^�
lhebmZf^gm^� bffZm^kbZeb%� \hf^� jn^eeb� \a^� l^`gZoZgh�
eZ� mkZglbsbhg^� Zee�^m¨� Z]nemZ4� ngZ� ]b_Û\hem¨� \a^%� ho-
obZf^gm^%�^kZ�Zg\hkZ�]b�ib½�Z\\^gmnZmZ�g^ee^�\nemnk^�
ikbo^�]b�_hgmb�e^mm^kZkb^�^�b\hgh`kZÛ\a^�Z]^`nZm^�i^k�
\hg]nkk^�Ziikh_hg]bf^gmb�bg�mZe�l^glh'
:g\hk�ib½�\a^�i^k�be�l^llh%�bg_Zmmb%�¯�lheh�\hg�e�Z_ÛgZ-
f^gmh�]^ee^�m^\gb\a^�\hkk^eZm^�Zee�^lZf^�iZe^h[bheh-
`b\h�]^b�k^lmb�hll^b�\a^�¯�]bo^gnmh�ihllb[be^�i^ko^gbk^�
Z�ngZ�Zmm^g]b[be^�kb\hlmknsbhg^�]^ee�^m¨�]b�\bZl\ng�bg]b-
ob]nh�^�]^eeZ�\hfihlbsbhg^�]^fh`kZÛ\Z�]^e�kbÜ^llh�
_ng^kZkbh�]^eeZ�lnZ�
\hfngbm¨��]b�ZiiZkm^g^gsZ4�\hg�
Ze\ngb� ebfbmb� ]^lmbgZmb� Z� kbfZg^k^� jnZlb� bglni^kZ[beb%�
\hf^� jn^eeb� \hgg^llb� ZeeZ� lhmmhoZenmZsbhg^� ]^ee�^m¨�
^__^mmboZ� ]^b� lh``^mmb� 
ZgsbZgb�%� b� \nb� mkZmmb� [bheh`b\b�
lhgh� lho^gm^� ]^lmbgZmb� Z� kbfZg^k^� l_n``^gmb%� \hg� ng�
ehkh�\hgl^`n^gm^�ZiibZmmbf^gmh�g^eeZ�\Zm^`hkbZ�
Zf-
[b`nZ��^�
`^g^kb\Z��]^`eb�Z]nemb'�
E^�ikh[e^fZmb\a^�\hgg^ll^�Zee^�]bgZfb\a^�]b�\hgl^k-
oZsbhg^�]^b�k^lmb�hll^b�]^`eb�bg_Zgmb�!f^gh�\hglblm^gmb�̂ �

ib½�]^eb\Zm^�kbli^mmh�Z�jn^ee^�]^`eb�Z]nemb"�k^g]hgh�iZ-
kbf^gmb�]b_Û\be^�\h`eb^k^�e^�]b__^k^gs^�bgm^k\hkk^gmb�mkZ�
e^�l^ihemnk^�]b�jn^lmb�nembfb�̂ �jn^ee^�]^`eb�bg]bob]nb�\a^�
aZggh�kZ``bngmh�̂ �lni^kZmh�eZ�in[^km¨4�]b_Û\hem¨�k^lZ�
Zg\hk� ib½� `kZo^� ]Zee�^lb`nbm¨� h%� Z]]bkbmmnkZ%� ]Zee�Zl-
l^gsZ�]b�\hkk^]h�\a^�\hgmkZ]]blmbg`n^�fhemh�li^llh�b�
fhkmb�ik^fZmnkb'�?hkf^�]b�l^e^sbhg^�̂ �]bl\kbfbgZsbhg^�
_ng^kZkbZ� _hg]Zm^� lnee�^m¨%� bghemk^%� ihllhgh� k^g]^k^�
jnZlb� bfihllb[be^� kb\hlmknbk^� \hkk^mmZf^gm^� e�^__^mmboZ�
composizione sociale di una comunità a partire dalla 
lnZ�ikhb^sbhg^�_ng^kZkbZ'�
Bg�fZg\ZgsZ�]b�]Zmb�Z]^`nZmb�^(h�]b�ng�Z_ÛgZf^gmh�
]^ee^�ZgZeblb�hlm^heh`b\a^%�^kZ�jnbg]b�bg^obmZ[be^�\a^%�
lbg�]Ze�ikbg\bibh%�e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�ebfbmZll^�eZ�lnZ�Zmm^g-
zione a una generica opposizione fra soggetti adulti 
^�bg_Zgmb�!Z�iZkmbk^�]ZeeZ�oZenmZsbhg^�]b�iZkZf^mkb�Û-
lb\b%�Zef^gh�ZiiZk^gm^f^gm^�h``^mmbob%�\hf^�eZ�ikh-
ihksbhg^�]^ee^�_hll^�g^ee^�bgnfZsbhgb�̂ (h�e^�]bf^glbh-
gb%�e^�\ZkZmm^kblmb\a^�_ngsbhgZeb�^�eZ�]blihlbsbhg^�]^`eb�
h``^mmb�]b�\hkk^]h"%�ihg^g]h�e^�[Zlb�i^k�jn^eeh�\a^�
Zg\hkZ� h``b� ¯� ng� \Zfih� ]b� bg]Z`bg^� ikhebÛ\bllbfh3�
e�«archaeology of children or childhood»� !]Z�nembfh�
=:L>G�+))-%�<K:P?HK=%�LA>IA>K=�+))0"'�MZe^�
Ziikh\\bh%�ohemh�bg�hkb`bg^�Z�ngZ�i^]bll^jnZ�^%�li^l-
lh%�Z\kbmb\Z�]bl\nllbhg^�]^eeZ�]h\nf^gmZsbhg^�k^eZmboZ�
ZeeZ�gZl\bmZ�^�Zee�bg_ZgsbZ�g^ee^�\hfngbm¨�]^e�iZllZmh%�
lb�¯�Zg]Zmh�ihb�g^e�m^fih�ikh[e^fZmb\bssZg]h%�lobeni-
iZg]h�bg�m^kfbgb�]bZe^mmb\b�jn^eeZ�\a^�Ze�ikbg\bibh�^kZ�
ngZ� ZgZeblb� f^kZf^gm^� \bk\hl\kbmmZ� Zee�ngbo^klh� ]^`eb�
bg_Zgmb%� \hg]hmmZ� \hf^� l^� jn^lm�nembfZ� k^Zem¨� _hll^�
separata da compartimenti stagni rispetto a quella 
]^`eb�Z]nemb'�
Le analogie esistenti fra la condizione femminile e 
jn^eeZ� bg_Zgmbe^%� lh``^mm^� ^gmkZf[^� Z� jn^b� \hg]bsbh-
gZf^gmb�b]^heh`b\b�\a^�g^�Zem^kZoZgh�^�kb]n\^oZgh�eZ�
oblb[bebm¨%�ikh]nll^%�jnZlb�bg^obmZ[bef^gm^%�ng�Zllhk[b-
f^gmh�]^ee^�m^fZmb\a^�]^ee�«archaeology of children 
or childhood»� g^ee�Zeo^h� ]^eeZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� m^hkb\Z�
_^ffbgblmZ%�ng�ikh\^llh�nem^kbhkf^gm^�kZ__hksZmh�]Ze�
ikh_hg]h�e^`Zf^�\hg\^mmnZe^�^lblm^gm^�_kZ�fZm^kgbm¨%�
gZl\bmZ�^�bg_ZgsbZ�!=>K>O>GLDB�+)))"'�
:�ngZ�ZgZeblb�Ûg^�Z�l^�lm^llZ�]b�jn^lm�nembfZ�\hfbg\b¸%�
jnbg]b%�Z�lhlmbmnbklb�ikh`k^llboZf^gm^�ng�Ziikh_hg]b-
mento dei meccanismi ideologici correlati a quello 
lmZ]bh� ]^eb\Zmbllbfh� ]^eeZ� obmZ� nfZgZ� \a^� ik^lb^]^�
Zeeh�lobeniih�\h`gbmboh%�g^e�\hklh�]^e�jnZe^�o^g`hgh�
poste le fondamenta di quel «processo di categoriz-
zazione»� m^hkbssZmh�]Z�C'�IbZ`^m� !*12/&*21)"�^�Zi-
ikh_hg]bmh�]Zee^�m^hkb^�lh\bheh`b\a^�lneeZ�_hkfZsbhg^�
]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�lh\bZe^�!PBEDB>�+)))"'�
Ng� \hfie^llh� bgmk^\\bh� ]b� \h]b\b� l^fZgmb\b� \a^� e�Zk-
\a^heh`bZ� \hgl^gm^� ]b� \h`eb^k^� lheh� g^b� lnhb� iZeeb]b�
kbÜ^llb%�ZmmkZo^klh�ngZ�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^�]^b�f^\\Zgblfb�
]b�kZiik^l^gmZsbhg^�lbf[heb\Z�\hkk^eZmb�Ze�mkZmmZf^gmh�
_ng^kZkbh�]^`eb� bg_Zgmb4�ng�ikh\^]bf^gmh�li^llh�k^lh�
nem^kbhkf^gm^�]b_Û\hemhlh�]ZeeZ�m^g]^gsZ�Z�lhokZiihk-
lb�!Ûgh�jnZlb�Z]�ZggneeZklb"�]^b�\h]b\b�kbmnZeb�\hgg^llb�
alla sfera della morte con quelli correlati alla condi-
sbhg^�]^e�mnmmh�i^\nebZk^�\a^�e�bg_ZgsbZ�in¸�Zllnf^k^�
bg� fhem^� \nemnk^'� Bg� Ze\ng^� lh\b^m¨%� bg_Zmmb%� eZ� i^k\^-
sbhg^�]^`eb� bg_Zgmb�\hf^�
ghg�bg]bob]nb��in¸�bgÜnbk^�



-/ \hglb]^k^ohef^gm^�lneeZ�ehkh�
ikhb^sbhg^��g^eeZ�l_^kZ�
_ng^kZkbZ%�]bl\kbfbgZg]heb�]ZeeZ�l^ihemnkZ�_hkfZe^�h%�
iZkZ]hllZef^gm^%� \hg_^k^g]h� ]^eb[^kZmZf^gm^� ehkh�
ngZ�\hg]bsbhg^�
bg]bob]nZe^��\a^%�bg�obmZ%�ghg�`eb�lZ-
k^[[^�fZb�ihmnmZ�li^mmZk^�!GBSSH�+)**"'
E�bgm^kZsbhg^�_kZ�b�Ûemkb�\hkk^eZmb�Zee�b]^heh`bZ�_ng^kZkbZ�
^�jn^eeb�\hgg^llb�Zee�^m¨�in¸�jnbg]b%�bg�mZengb�\Zlb%�ikh-
]nkk^�]^b�o^kb�^�ikhikb�
\hkmh\bk\nbmb��lbf[heb\b�\a^%�l^�
\hkk^mmZf^gm^�bgm^kik^mZmb%�\hgl^gmhgh�]b�kb\hlmknbk^�b�
f^\\Zgblfb�]b�\h]bÛ\Zsbhg^�lh\bZe^�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�bg]b-
ob]nZe^'�
E^�ikbf^�ZgZeblb�\hg]hmm^� bg�mZe�l^glh%�mnmmZobZ%�hemk^�
\a^�]Zb�ebfbmb�bglbmb�h``^mmboZf^gm^�g^eeZ�gZmnkZ�^�g^ee^�
potenzialità interpretative della documentazione di-
lihgb[be^%� kblnemZoZgh� nem^kbhkf^gm^� 
bgÜn^gsZm^�� ^%�
i^k�\^kmb�o^klb%�
]^obZm^��]Z�jn^b�f^]^lbfb�Ûemkb�b]^h&
logici connaturati alla mentalità e alla formazione 
]^`eb�hll^koZmhkb%�ohemb�bg^obmZ[bef^gm^�Z�lhmmhoZenmZk^�
be�knheh�lh\bZe^�^%�Zg\a^%�^\hghfb\h�]^b�[Zf[bgb�!bg�
senso lato: la loro «agency»"�Z�iZkmbk^�]Z�ik^\hg\^mmb�
fh]^kgb�^]�^nkh\^gmkb\b�!F>LD>EE�*222%�i'�*)*4�@BE-
<AKBLM�+))-%�i'�*.*"'�>kZ�jnbg]b�g^\^llZkbh�\ZeZk^�
eh�lmn]bh�]^ee�^m¨�bg�ngZ�ikhli^mmboZ�ib½�ZfibZ�ohemZ�
alla valorizzazione non solo della semplicistica con-
mkZiihlbsbhg^�_kZ�Z]nemb�^�bg_Zgmb�jnZgmh%�ibnmmhlmh%�Z�
ngZ�\hfik^glbhg^�Ziikh_hg]bmZ�]^ee�bgm^kh�\b\eh�[bh-
mb\h%�g^e�\hklh�]^e�jnZe^�eZ�kbi^mbsbhg^�\Z]^gsZmZ�]b�
]^m^kfbgZmb�kbmb�bg�\hbg\b]^gsZ�\hg�li^\bÛ\a^�_Zlb�]^eeh�
lobeniih�\hkihk^h�nfZgh%�\hgmkb[nboZ�ZeeZ�\hlmknsbh-
g^�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�lh\bZe^%�l^\hg]h�eZ�ghsbhg^�]b�«dres-
sage»�_hn\ZnembZgZ'
EZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� ÛehlhÛ\Z%� jn^eeZ� lh\bheh`b\Z� ^� jn^eeZ�
Zgmkhiheh`b\Z%� bg_Zmmb%� Zo^oZgh� ^ob]^gsbZmh� \hf^� eZ�
i^k\^sbhg^�]^ee�^m¨%�iZkZee^eZf^gm^�Z�jn^eeZ�]^e�l^l-
lh%�ihm^ll^�^ll^k^�
\hlmknbmZ�\nemnkZef^gm^�%�ZmmkZo^k-
lh�ngZ�l^kb^�]b�l\Zglbhgb�kbmnZeb�ohem^�Z]�Zmmkb[nbk^�Z�
\bZl\ng� bg]bob]nh� b� \hgghmZmb� lh\bZeb� \a^%� \hgo^gsbh-
gZef^gm^%�`eb�o^g`hgh�kb\hghl\bnmb�]ZeeZ�\hfngbm¨�]b�
ZiiZkm^g^gsZ'�Kb\^k\a^�\hf^�jn^ee^�]b�C'�?Z[bZg�!B='�
*21,"%� bg� iZkmb\heZk^%� Zo^oZgh� ]bfhlmkZmh� jnZgmh�
la percezione del tempo variasse da una società a 
ng�ZemkZ�^�\hf^�eZ�ikhli^mmboZ�]^`eb�hll^koZmhkb�ihm^l-
l^�Zem^kZkg^�l^glb[bef^gm^�e�^__^mmboZ�bgm^kik^mZsbhg^%�
\hlmkn^g]h�ZkmbÛ\bhlZf^gm^�ngZ�
Zem^kbm¨��\a^�¯�mZe^�
lheh� l^� ¯� ihlmZ� Z� \hg_khgmh� \hg� eZ� i^\nebZk^� hmmb\Z�
]^eeZ�fh]^kgZ�\bobem¨�h\\b]^gmZe^'�EZ�k^eZmbobssZsbhg^�
\nemnkZe^� \a^%� lneeZ� l\bZ� ]^`eb� lmbfheb� ÛehlhÛ\b� ]b� F'�
A^b]^``^k�!*112&*20/"%�\hgghm¸%�Z�iZkmbk^�]Z`eb�Zggb�
�0)%�eZ�kbÜ^llbhg^�lne�l^llh�^�lnee�^mgb\bm¨�\hfbg\bZoZ�
ÛgZef^gm^�Z�kbo^klZklb�Zg\a^�lneeZ�ghsbhg^�lm^llZ�]^e�

m^fih�%� bgm^lh� g^eeZ� lnZ� ib½� ZfibZ� Z\\^sbhg^3� gZ-
mnkZe^%�[bheh`b\Z%�\khgheh`b\Z�^�fZm^kbZe^�\hl³�\hf^�
g^eeZ� lnZ� ikhb^sbhg^� 
kbmfb\Z�� !\b\eb\Z� ^(h� ebg^Zk^�
Z� l^\hg]Z� ]b� \hf^� \bZl\ngZ� lh\b^m¨� in¸� i^k\^ibk-
g^� \hg\^mmnZef^gm^� eh� l\hkk^k^4� \_k'� bg� iZkmb\heZk^%�
:=:F�*22."'�
NgZ� l^kb^� ]b� m^hkbssZsbhgb� \a^� o^gg^kh� k^\^ibm^� bg�
jn^eeZ�\a^�ihb�_n�]^ÛgbmZ�«Embodied archaeology»%�
consistente in una ponderazione più attenta dei tempi 
^�]^b�f^\\Zgblfb�]^ee�^ohensbhg^�[bheh`b\Z�\hl³�\hf^�
o^gboZgh� kbÜ^llb� ZmmkZo^klh� eZ� 
kbmnZebm¨� \hkihk^Z�� ^�

b�lnhb�^lbmb�Zk\a^heh`b\b�!MAHF:L�*22/4�@BE<AKBLM�
+))-"'�FnmnZg]h�]ZeeZ�Ûehlh_Z�ihlmlmknmmnkZeblmZ�Zf^-
kb\ZgZ�C'�;nme^k�!*2./&"�be�\hg\^mmh�]b�«gender perfor-
mativity»�!;NME>K�*22)"%�eZ�\hlmknsbhg^�]^ee�b]^gmbm¨�
l^llnZe^�!^%�\hg�̂ llZ%�]b�jn^eeZ�lh\bZe^"%�o^gboZ�\ZeZmZ�
g^eeZ�lnZ�]bf^glbhg^�m^fihkZe^%�ihg^g]h�e�Z\\^gmh%�
bg� iZkmb\heZk^%� ln� mnmmb� jn^b� 
kbmb� ]b� iZllZ``bh�� !ghg�
lheh�jn^eeb�\hfik^lb�_kZ�e�bg_ZgsbZ�^�e�^m¨�Z]nemZ"�\a^�
l\Zg]boZgh�eZ�mkZglbsbhg^�]Z�ngZ�_Zl^�Zee�ZemkZ�]^eeZ�
obmZ� [bheh`b\Z%� Z\\hfiZ`gZg]h� !^(h� _Zohk^g]h� ^%�
ib½� h� f^gh� ]bk^mmZf^gm^%� \hg]bsbhgZg]h"� 
ZkmbÛ\bZe-
f^gm^��b�fnmZf^gmb�\nb�be�\hkih�nfZgh�̄ �gZmnkZef^gm^�
lh``^mmh'�NgZ�k^Zem¨�\a^�ihm^oZ�fZgb_^lmZklb�bg�_hkf^�
mZeb�]Z�eZl\bZk^�mkZ\\^�Zk\a^heh`b\a^�kb\hghl\b[beb%�i^k�
eZ� ik^l^gsZ� ]b� h``^mmb� ^(h� kZ_Û`nkZsbhgb� Zkmblmb\a^�
\hkk^eZm^�Z�mZeb�mkZglbsbhgb�h�i^k�eZ�ihllb[bebm¨�]b�bg]b-
ob]nZkg^�b�l^`gb�g^ee^�mkZ\\^�\hkihk^^�lni^klmbmb�!CHR-
<>�+))*%�>:='�+))1%�F>LD>EE�*222"'�EZ�o^lmbsbhg^�
]^eeZ�mh`Z�obkbe^%�e�Z]hsbhg^�]b�ngZ�li^\bÛ\Z�i^mmbgZ-
mnkZ%� be� mkZmmZf^gmh� ]^eeZ� [Zk[Z� bg\bib^gm^%� e�nmbebssh�
]b�li^\bÛ\a^�ehsbhgb%�be�ihll^llh�]b�Zkfb%�nm^glbeb�^(h�
oZl^eeZf^�\hkk^eZmb�Zee�^m¨�Z]nemZ�^(h�ZeeZ�\hg]bsbhg^�
]b�`n^kkb^kh�h�lihlZ�]bo^gboZgh�mnmmb�
l^`gb��lbf[heb\b�
i^k�e�bg]bob]nZsbhg^�]b�mZeb�mkZglbsbhgb%�ZeeZ�lmk^`nZ�]b�
Zmmb�ib½�]b_Û\beb�]Z�kb\hghl\^k^�fZm^kbZef^gm^�jnZeb�eZ�
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k^%�bg_Zmmb%�Z�fZl\a^kZk^�^�Z]�ZiibZmmbk^�e^�fhem^ieb\b�
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l_nfZmnk^�\hkk^eZm^�Zee�^__^mmboZ�^m¨�lh\bZe^�]^ee�bgm^kZ�
\hfihg^gm^� fZl\abe^� ]^eeZ� \hfngbm¨%� \hgÛ`nkZg]h�
\hf^�`n^kkb^kb�Zg\a^�\hehkh�b�jnZeb�ghg�eh�^kZgh�fZb�
lmZmb� !\hf^� b� [Zf[bgb"� h� ghg� ihm^oZgh� ib½� ^ll^keh�
!\hf^�b�o^\\ab"'�Bg�fh]h�ZiiZk^gm^f^gm^�iZkZ]hllZ-
e^%� bghemk^%�ghg�fZg\Zgh�\Zlb�]h\nf^gmZmb�^mgh`kZÛ-
\Zf^gm^�^%�ib½�eZmZf^gm^%�Zg\a^�Zk\a^heh`b\Zf^gm^�
in cui i morti prematuri potevano essere assimilati di-
k^mmZf^gm^�Zeeh�libkbmh�]^`eb�Zgm^gZmb%�i^k]^g]h�g^eeZ�
sepoltura quei tratti infantili correlati alla loro età ef-
_^mmboZ�!<NHSSH�+)),%�GBSSH�+)**"'� Bg�Zemkb�\Zlb%�
bgo^\^%�\hf^�jn^eeh�^ob]^gsbZmh�]ZeeZ�F^ld^ee�i^k�eZ�
g^\khiheb�]^e�Gnhoh�K^`gh�]b�=^bk�^e�F^]bgZ%�obeeZ`-
`bh�ikhllbfh�ZeeZ�OZee^�]^b�K^%�e�hk`ZgbssZsbhg^�]^eeh�
liZsbh�^�e^�\ZkZmm^kblmb\a^�lm^ll^�]^e�kbmnZe^�ihm^oZgh�
^ll^k^�ln[hk]bgZm^�Z�_Zmmhkb�\hgg^llb%�bg�ikbfh�enh`h%�
Zee�^m¨� ]^b� ]^_ngmb� ^%� jnbg]b%� Ze� ehkh� lmZmh� \bobe^%� \hg�
_hkf^%�jnbg]b%�\a^�eZl\bZoZgh�ik^Û`nkZk^�ngZ�lhlmZg-
ziale corrispondenza fra la dimensione funeraria e 
jn^eeZ�jnhmb]bZgZ�!F>LD>EE�*222%�>:='�+)))"4�ngZ�
mZe^�ZgZeh`bZ�^�\hkk^lihglbhg^%�bghemk^%�ihm^oZ�^ll^k^�
lhmmhihlmZ� Z� nem^kbhkb� ^eZ[hkZsbhgb� b]^heh`b\a^� ohem^�
Z]�Zkkb\\abkg^�be�lb`gbÛ\Zmh�\hg\^mmnZe^%�\hf^�^ob]^g-
sbZmh�]ZeeZ�@be\akblm�g^ee�^lZf^�]^eeZ�]blmkb[nsbhg^�]^e-
e^�l^ihemnk^�bg�Ze\ng^�\ab^l^�f^]b^oZeb%�eZ]]ho^�l^llh%�
età e status�lh\bZe^�o^gboZgh�lbf[heb\Zf^gm^�ÛemkZmb�Zm-
mkZo^klh� b� \h]b\b� ^lik^llbob� ]^eeZ� k^eb`bhlbm¨� \kblmbZgZ%�
\hgÛ`nkZg]h�eh�liZsbh�lZ\kh�]^eeZ�\ab^lZ�\hf^�ngZ�
metafora del percorso iniziatico dei fedeli dalla nasci-
mZ([Zmm^lbfh(bg`k^llh&_hgm^�[Zmm^lbfZe^�Ûgh�ZeeZ�fhk-
m^(k^lnkk^sbhg^(ZemZk^�!@BE<AKBLM�+))-"'
:e\ngb� Zggb� _Z%� � IZkd^k� I^Zklhg%� kbi^k\hkk^g]h� kZ-
ib]Zf^gm^� e^� mZii^� ]^eeZ� kbÜ^llbhg^� Zgmkhiheh`b\Z�
^� Zk\a^heh`b\Z� lne� m^fZ� !B='� *222%� ii'� 2.&*)2"%�
^ob]^gsbZoZ� \hf^� e�«Archaeology is a continuous 
struggle to excavate our own preconceptions and 
ngZ\dghpe^]`^]�Zllnfimbhgl��!�e�Zk\a^heh`bZ�¯�ngZ�
lotta continua per scavare i nostri preconcetti e le 
nostre presunzioni indimostrate», ib.%�i'�2/"'
Bg�jn^lmZ�_kZl^�in¸�\hg]^glZklb�^lZnlmboZf^gm^�be�l^g-
so dello sforzo teorico e interpretativo compiuto dalla 
nostra disciplina negli ultimi decenni per superare i 
ebfbmb�bglbmb�g^eeZ�ghlmkZ�lm^llZ�f^gmZebm¨'�
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