
markers: “firstly, the common type displaying full agree-
ment with the subject and secondly, a more restricted set
in which 1st person singular form prevails irrespective of
the subject’s person-number-gender properties” (p. 133).
The author shows that the peculiar opposition between
the agreeing set and the non-agreeing set correlates in-
deed with the [+/-topical] status of the subject.

On a Bantu language the following article “Negation
in Lombe” has been written by Gratien G. Atindogbé
(pp. 159–211). Lombe is spoken by a minority speech
community of about 3,000 people living in the South
West Province of Cameroon. Because of the great influ-
ence of Pidgin English it is seriously endangered. Con-
trary to the majority of Narrow Bantu languages and
some Grassfields Bantu languages which mark negation
just through negation particles, Lombe realises negation
in two distinctive ways depending on the grammatical
mood. The article also discusses the distribution of the
nominal negator, before comparing the negation strate-
gies of Lombe with those observed in Mokpe, Oroko and
Nfaw.

At the end two review articles: (1) “Language Varia-
tion, Theoretical Preoccupations and the Lamang-Hdi
Language Continuum in Central Chadic” by H. Ekkehard
Wolff about Zygmunt Frajzyngier with Erin Shay’s A
Grammar of Hdi (pp. 213-258) and (2) “Reinterpreting
Manding grammar: Kita Maninka viewed by Denis Creis-
sels” by Valentin Vydrin about Denis Creissels’ Le ma-
linké de Kita (pp. 259-272).

Below is the review of six other books:
(1) Wedekind, Klaus, Charlotte Wedekind & Abuzei-

nab Musa: A Learner’s Grammar of Beja (East Sudan).
Grammar, Texts and Vocabulary (Beja-English and Eng-
lish-Beja) by Didier Morin; (2) Ziegelmeyer, Georg: As-
pekte adverbialer Subordination im Hausa, Fulfulde und
Kanuri by Raymond Boyd; (3) Tröbs, Holger: Sprachtypo-
logie, TAM-Systeme und historische Syntax im Manding
(West-Mande) by Valentin Vydrin; (4) Frajzyngier, Zyg-
munt & Erin Shay, ed.: Interaction of Morphology and
Syntax. Case studies in Afroasiatic by Raymond Boyd; (5)
Sudlow, David: Dictionary of the Tamasheq of North-East
Burkina Faso by Lameen Souag; (6) Roulon-Doko, Paul-
ette: Dictionnaire gbaya-français (République Centrafri-
caine), suivi d’un dictionnaire des noms et d’un index fran-
çais-gbaya by Helma Pasch; (7) Kube, Sabine: Gelebte
Frankophonie in der Côte d’Ivoire. Dimensionen des
Sprachphänomens Nouchi und die ivorische Sprachsitua-
tion aus der Sicht Abijaner Schüler by Gardy Stein-Kan-
jora.
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In this issue the article “Purpose-encoding strategies in
Kambaata” by Yvonne Treis (pp. 1–38) is found. Kambaa-
ta is a Highland East Cushitic language, part of the larger
Afro-Asiatic family and spoken by the Kambaata people
whose number is about by 615,000 people according to a
2007 census. Dialects of Kambaata are Tambaro, Alaba,
and K’abeena. It is one of the official languages of Ethio-
pia. The language has a large number of verbal affixes.
When these are affixed to verb roots, there are a large
number of morphophonemic changes (Sim, Margaret.
1988. “Palatalization and gemination in the Kambaata
verb.” Journal of Afroasiatic Languages 1: 58–65). The
language has SOV order (subject–object–verb). The pho-
nemes of Kambaata include five vowels (which are dis-
tinctively long or short), a set of ejectives, a retroflexed
implosive, as well as a glottal stop. The article is a de-
tailed account of the syntax of purpose clauses (and
complex sentences) as well as the morphology of the
verb forms used in purpose clauses.

The second article is “The semantic of the Oromo ad-
positions irra, gararraa, jala and gajjallaa” by Debela
Goshu Amante (pp. 39–56). Oromo is an Afro-Asiatic lan-
guage and it is the most widely spoken language in the
family’s Cushitic branch, and the most populous lan-
guage of Ethiopia. Forms of Oromo are spoken as a first
language by more than 20 million people in Ethiopia and
neighboring parts of northern Kenya. The paper is con-
cerned with the semantics of four Oromo adpositions of
verticality. The adpositions irra and gararraa affirm that
the trajector is at a higher altitude than the landmark
while the adpositions jala and gajjallaa locate a trajector
at a place lower than the landmark.

The third article is “The auxiliaries, grammaticaliza-
tion, and “split-predicate syntax” in Manding” by Holger
Tröbs (pp. 57–85). Mandingo (also called Mandinka) is a
member of the Manding branch from the Niger-Congo
language family. It is one of the official languages of
Senegal, and is also spoken in Gambia and Guinea-Bis-
sau. There are more than 1.2 million Mandingo speakers.
The author examines the sources of the imperfective and
perfective auxiliaries with special reference to an as-
sumed split-ergative stage for Manding.

The last paper “Zur Klassifikation ‘südjukunoider’
Sprachen: lexikalische Evidenz” by Tamara Prischnegg
(pp. 87–118) is a lexical comparison of seven poorly
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documented languages spoken in the Nigerian-Cameroo-
nian border region, classified as “Southern Jukunoid”.
The main aim of the study is to propose the genetic posi-
tion of Bete and Lufu, languages not been treated as
“Southern Jukunoid” and to see if they could be a sub-
class language group. The Bete language of Nigeria is a
nearly extinct language spoken by a small minority of the
3,000 inhabitants of Bete Town, while Lufu is a language
still spoken mostly by older folks among the Lufu people.
Both languages are spoken in Takum, Taraba State.

A review article is given at the end: “Comments on
Zygmunt Frajzyngier’s Grammar of Gidaren” (pp. 119–136).

Below are the following six book reviews, which con-
clude this issue, i.e.:

(1) Seidel, Frank: A Grammar of Yeyi. A Bantu Lan-
guage of Southern Africa by Lutz Marten; (2) Petzell, Mal-
in: The Kagulu Language of Tanzania: Grammar, Texts,
Vocabulary by Lutz Marten; (3) Bassène, Alain-Christian:
Morphosyntaxe du jóola banjal. Langue atlantique du Sé-
négal and Tendeng, Odile: Le Gusiilay: un essai de sys-
tématisation. Une contribution à lìétude du Jóola by Frank
Seidel; (4) Mulugeta, Seyoum: A Grammar of Dime by
Yvonne Treis; (5) Joubert, Annekie: The Power of Perfor-
mance. Linking Past and Present in Hananwa and Lobedu
Oral Literature by Uta Reuster-Jahn.
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