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Documenting Italian 
Excavations in the Geometric 
Necropolis of Ialysos 
(1916-1934): Burial Contexts 
and Relative and Absolute 
Chronologies

B Y  M AT T E O  D ’ A C U N T O

ITALIAN EXCAVATIONS IN THE CEMETERIES OF IALYSOS
The Italian occupation of Rhodes and the Dodecanese 
lasted from 1912 until 1947. During this period, 
archaeological matters as well as Medieval monuments 
were at the core of a wider project, whose purpose was 
to make these islands the finest expression of Italian 
stewardship in the eyes of the international community. As 
usually happens with colonial enterprises, archaeologists 
immediately followed in the steps of the military occupation; 
theirs was an important task, to justify political imperialism 
through historical propaganda and the creation of a 
cultural façade. However, both the occupation of the 
Dodecanese and the associated archaeology were, at least 
in part, a more focused endeavour than other examples of 
Italian colonialism. The Dodecanese was truly “white”, as 
opposed to the “black” African possessions. Accordingly, 
generally speaking, it was not linked to the rhetoric of 
race during the age of G. Giolitti and Fascism. In the 
Dodecanese and in particular on Rhodes, the enormous 
economic and scientific efforts made by Italy resulted 
in extensive archaeological excavations, among other 
enterprises. Most excavations were soon published in 
the Annuario della Scuola Archeologica Italiana di Atene, 
Clara Rhodos and Memorie dell’Istituto FERT.1 Even now, 
we are able to study most of these archaeological contexts 
thanks to these publications, with the further help of the 
Excavation Diaries (which are now held in the Archive of the 
Department of Antiquities of the Dodecanese on Rhodes), 
and the careful work of later Greek archaeologists to organise 
their finds in the Archaeological Museum of Rhodes. 

In 1914 Amedeo Maiuri, who had just become 
Director of the Italian Archaeological Mission, chose 

Ialysos as the focus for future Italian archaeological 
excavations.2 This choice was suggested by the history 
of the former excavations on the island. On one hand, it 
was not politically expedient to concentrate on Lindos 
and its territory, because of the earlier extensive Danish 
investigations.3 On the other hand, it was clear to the 
Italians, since L. Pernier and G. G. Porro’s first survey of 
1913, that the archaeological condition of the cemeteries 
of Kamiros had been extensively damaged: illegal robbing 
and smuggling of artefacts off the island had already begun 
at the time of A. Salzmann, and A. Biliotti’s more or less 
controlled excavations, and had accelerated afterwards.4 It 
is undeniable that Maiuri’s arrival marked a positive and 
definite turning point in these deleterious phenomena; this 
improvement was expressed in the local conservation and 
musealisation of the Rhodian, and indeed all Dodecanesian 
archaeological finds.5  

From the point of view of field investigations, Ialysos 
was considered less damaged by robbers.6 In general, 
this is true, though uncontrolled and persistent digging 
had occurred in the preceding decades in Ialysos too, for 
example in its post-Mycenaean cemeteries.7 Excavations 
in the Mycenaean cemeteries of Makra Vounara and 
Moschou Vounara started in 1914.8 The first trials in the 
post-Mycenaean cemetery of Ialysos were held in 1916 
and were followed by wider campaigns in 1922 and 1923, 
under Maiuri’s direction. Afterwards, extensive excavations 
of the Geometric-Classical necropoleis were led by the 
two succeeding directors of the Department: G. Jacopi 
from 1924 until 1928, and L. Laurenzi in 1934. They 
brought to light a great number of graves, dated mainly 
from the Late Protogeometric until the fifth century BC. 
A quick publication of most of them appeared in the 
Annuario della Scuola Archeologica Italiana di Atene 1923-
1924 and Clara Rhodos III (1929) and VIII (1936).9 A new, 
updated publication of them is required, in order to 
make available new photographs and drawings, as well as 

1  On the history of Italian archaeology in the Dodecanese, see 
especially Beschi 1986a, 116-120; Petricioli 1990, 149-167, 200-206; 
Liviadiotti & Rocco 1996a; Barbanera & Terranato 1998, 100-101, 
126-127, 150-152; Petricioli 2000; Mangani 2005-2007; Labanca 
2009; D’Acunto 2014b; Barbanera 2015, 111-112, 132; Santi 2018; 
D’Acunto forthcoming.

2  For the reasons behind Maiuri’s choice, see Maiuri 1916, 271-274. 
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The Rhodian period is described by the author himself in Maiuri 
1962, 7-52; Maiuri’s bibliography on Rhodes is reported in Gli 
archeologi italiani in onore di Amedeo Maiuri, 16-18.

3  Cf. Maiuri 1958, 28. On the history of Danish excavations, see 
Rasmussen & Lund 2014, with bibliography.

4  Maiuri 1923-1924, 83; Maiuri 1958, 26-29; cf. Petricioli 1990, 
158. On Salzmann and Biliotti and their extensive investigations on 
Rhodes, see Coulié 2014b.

Fig. 1. Ialysos, map of the LPG-
Archaic cemeteries. Courtesy: 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the 
Dodecanese.

5  Maiuri & Jacopich 1928, 17.
6  Maiuri 1916, 271-274.
7  For a survey of the available information about this uncontrolled 

digging, see D’Acunto forthcoming.
8  Maiuri 1916, 271-274; for a systematic edition, see Maiuri 1923-

1924, 88-247; the up-to-date reference is their new publication by 
Benzi 1992.

9  Maiuri 1923-1924; Jacopi 1929; Laurenzi 1936b.
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fashion an accurate description of the grave gifts; this is 
being undertaken by the University of Naples L’Orientale, 
in cooperation with the Department of Antiquities of 
the Dodecanese and the Italian School of Archaeology in 
Athens.10 

The main core of the post-Mycenaean cemetery of 
Ialysos consists of the wide nucleus of Marmaro, which 
grew up on the plain: it starts from the lowest slopes of 
Mt. Philerimos and extends towards the sea, considerably 
beyond the modern road linking the airport to Rhodes 
city, and from west to east it includes the plots that in the 
period of the Italian occupation were named Tsisimoiri, 
Koukkia, Laghos, Tsambico, Drakidis and Cuphos, right 
up to the northeasternmost part of Marmaro excavated 
in 1934. Other nuclei grew up on the plain in Marchaki, 
San Giorgio, Annuachia and Kremasti, and on the hills of 
Daphni and Annuachia.11 

From the Early Iron Age – LPG to MG II – small nuclei 
of graves are found scattered in the plots of Marmaro, 
Tsisimoiri, Laghos, Platsa Daphniou, Annuachia and 
Kremasti, thus suggesting that the settlement was organised 
in clusters, occupying both the plain and the hills near 

to Mt. Philerimos from the end of the tenth until the 
middle of the eighth century BC (Fig. 1). Contrariwise, 
starting from the end of MG II onwards, we may easily 
recognise the birth of an extensive necropolis on the 
plain, in the areas corresponding to the Marmaro plots; 
this archaeological picture seems to imply the nucleation 
process of the settlement, though the urban areas still await 
identification and excavation (Fig. 2).12 

BURIAL CUSTOMS: SECONDARY AND 
PRIMARY CREMATIONS AS SINGLE BURIALS 
AND THE QUESTION OF DISTURBANCES
In Ialysos, the burial customs and grave types from LPG 
until 550-525 BC may be divided into two main phases.13 

The earliest (LPG-EG: c. 940-850 BC) is characterised by 
secondary cremations in urns for adults14 and inhumation 
in enchytrismos15 or pits16 for infants: in total only eight 
such tombs have been found in the plots of Marmaro and 
Tsisimoiri on the plain, and on the hills of Platsa Daphniou 
and Annuachia, as well as, perhaps, Kremasti. 

In the second phase from MG (c. 850-750 BC) until 550-
525 BC, the rule became for non-adults the enchytrismos 

Fig. 2. Map of the necropolis of 
Ialysos, occupying the Marmaro 
plots on the plain: excavations 
1916, 1923-1928. After Jacopi 
1929, map outside the text.
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(Fig. 3) and for adults the so-called ‘aree di cremazione’ 
(according to the Italian definition): the latter consist of 
primary cremations occupying long pits, whose shape is 
often rectangular (or irregular) and characterised by the 
presence of four small pits at the corners (Figs. 4-5). In 
contrast with the first phase and starting from the end of 
MG II, a great number of these kind of burials were spread 
over the Marmaro area and the other Ialysian plots.17  

The ‘area di cremazione’ with its peculiar four pits in 
the corners is a specific custom of the Geometric-Archaic 
cemeteries of Rhodes (Ialysos, Kamiros and the territory of  

10  The first part of the publication is addressed to the Protogeometric 
and Geometric nuclei: d’Agostino 2006; D’Acunto 2017b; D’Acunto 
forthcoming. I would like to thank the former Director of the 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the Dodecanese, Dr. Melina Filimonos, 
and the present Director, Dr. Maria Michailidou, as well as the 
archaeologists, Drs. Eleni Farmakidou and Toula Marketou, and all 
the staff of the Archaeological Museum of Rhodes for their constant 
advice and help. My heartfelt thanks to the former Director of the 
Italian School of Archaeology in Athens, Prof. Emanuele Greco, 
and the present director, Prof. Emanuele Papi, for their unfailing 
support. My work would not have been possible without the 
valuable advice of Prof. Bruno d’Agostino, formerly responsible for 
the project on behalf of the University of Naples L’Orientale.

11  On the topography of the Ialysian cemeteries, see especially 
Laurenzi 1936b, 9-19, fig. 1; Gates 1983, 4-21; Farmakidou 2004, 
165-166, fig. 1; d’Agostino 2006.

12  These topographic processes have been recognised by d’Agostino 
2006; cf. D’Acunto 2017b; D’Acunto in preparation.

13  For an overview and discussion of burial customs and grave types, 
see Laurenzi 1936b, 10-19; Gates 1983, 22-32; Grigoriadou, 
Giannikouri & Marketou 2001, 395-399; D’Acunto 2017b; 
D’Acunto forthcoming. 

14  For the publication of the contexts, see T. 43 Marmaro (EG): 
Laurenzi 1936b, 161-164, figs. 149-151. T. 44 Marmaro (LPG): 
Laurenzi 1936b, 164-165, fig. 152. T. 45 Marmaro (LPG): Laurenzi 
1936b, 165, fig. 153. T. 98 Kremasti (EG), whose grave gifts have 
been published only in part: Excavations Diaries, 15 September 
1923; Papapostolou 1968, 82-84, nn. 30 and 37, pl. 38α. T. 1949 
Kremasti (EG), uncontrolled excavation and unpublished finds: 
Konstantinopoulos 1968, 432; d’Agostino 2006, 59. T. 1 Tsisimoiri 
(EG): Farmakidou 2004, 167-171, figs. 2-3.

15  T. CXLI/470 Platsa Daphniou: Jacopi 1929, 146-147, fig. 142.
16  T. 2 Tsisimoiri: Farmakidou 2004, 171-174, figs. 4-5.
17  For the publication of the contexts of Marmaro and other plots, 

see Maiuri 1923-1924; Jacopi 1929; Laurenzi 1936b; Grigoriadou, 
Giannikouri & Marketou 2001.

Fig. 3. Ialysos, Tombs CXXXVII/462 and CXXXIX/464, Tsambico south 
plot, inhumations in enchytrismoi, LG II. After Jacopi 1929, fig. 140.

Figs. 4-5. T. 3 Laghos, primary cremation, MG. Photo after Grigoriadou, 
Giannikouri & Marketou 2001, figs. 39-40; Courtesy: Department of 
Antiquities of the Dodecanese.
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Lindos) and Kos (city and Kardamaina).18 In his publication 
of the excavations conducted in Ialysos in 1916 and 1922, 
published in the Annuario della Scuola Archeologica Italiana 
di Atene 1923-1924, Maiuri had expressed the opinion that 
they were secondary cremations and that they contained 
the ashes of more than one deposition.19 In this last 
postulation, he was clearly conditioned by the hypothesis 
of multiple burials that K. F. Kinch had put forward for the 
primary cremations in the Vroulia cemetery.20 However, 
from 1923, at least in Ialysos and later in Kamiros, it 
became clear to the Italian archaeologists that these tombs 
were primary depositions on the same site as the pyre and 
that each one held only a single burial.21 From 1924 this 
opinion was supported by G. Jacopi22 and strongly upheld 
by L. Laurenzi.23 Later in 1993, these ‘aree di cremazione’ 
were carefully excavated and documented as primary 
depositions made on the very location of the pyre and as 
single burials by A. Grigoriadou, A. Giannikouri and T. 
Marketou, in the Laghos plot.24 

As to the question of possible disturbances, from 
the first campaign of 1916, A. Maiuri had realised that 
illegal excavation had been substantial in the necropolis 
of Ialysos too.25 The landowner (Mr. Drakidis) had 
illicitly dug all around the Drakidis and Tsambico plots: 
according to Maiuri, his purpose was not to sell the 
finds, but only to establish his own collection of vases. 
However, exemplifying proper archaeological practice in 
this necropolis of Ialysos, we must underline that in their 
reports the Italian archaeologists – Maiuri, Jacopi, Laurenzi 
and the writers of the Excavation Diaries – are usually quite 
careful in pointing out when and where the burial contexts 
were found in disturbed conditions.

Despite this broad picture, drawn by the excavators 
themselves, a communis opinio has gained ground among 
modern scholars and is still increasing, largely resulting 
from E. Walter-Karydi’s publication of Samos VI.1 in 1973.26 
This hypercritical position tends to dismiss as unreliable 
the assemblies of grave-goods in the tombs of Ialysos and 
Kamiros as published by the Italians. However, anyone 
carefully investigating these burial contexts will personally 
verify to the truth of the statement made by Ch. Gates 
about the Ialysian and Kamirian tombs of 625-525 BC: 
“the evidence for multiple burials and disturbed deposits is 
strong only in a small number of cases”.27 

Double/multiple burials are confined to certain 
occurrences, already identified by the Italians: in the 

chamber tombs, a pecularity of Kamiros,28 and in a few 
other cases of inhumations.29 In sum, none of the primary 
cremations found during the Italian excavations in both 
Ialysos and Kamiros offer any evidence for the reuse, after a 
short time lapse, of the same pit for successive depositions.

In Ialysos, cases for disturbances may be easily singled 
out by taking into account both the archaeologists’ 
reports and the intrusion of much later object/s among the 
assembly of grave gifts, which are otherwise of a piece, 
chronologically speaking. This situation is quite clear for 
several of the MG II-LG tombs excavated in the Tsambico 
south plot; in this area Mr. Drakidis had extensively dug 
up the later levels of the cemetery. Since the sixth-century 
graves were set at the same level as the Geometric ones 
(as is made clear by the Italian publication and Excavation 
Diaries), this caused some disturbances, both in ancient and 
modern times.30 

The purpose of the present paper is to give credence to 
this belief in the general reliability of these grave-goods 
assemblies as excavated by the Italians in Ialysos (and in 
Kamiros) and to show, through some examples, how they 
may be useful for establishing the chronology of Rhodian 
Protogeometric and Geometric pottery.

LPG-EG: THE CASE OF T. 43 MARMARO
T. 43 Marmaro is a secondary cremation in an urn, in turn 
buried in a pit (Fig. 6).31 This case illustrates how relative 
chronology (and hence absolute dates) might be perplexing 
in some burial contexts: the question is whether pottery 
of one style and believed to come from a closed burial 
assemblage is all contemporary, or whether the grave might 
include older objects. This important tomb demonstrates 
that the ‘rich lady’ here buried embodied, through 
customary burial goods, the richness of her oikos and the 
foreign relationships established by her family group.32 

The belly-handled amphora, used as a cinerary urn 
and to contain the other grave-goods, copies an Attic PG 
prototype, though it is a Rhodian product (Fig. 7).33 This 
is shown by the combination of the concentric circles 
containing the St. Andrew’s cross of Aegean tradition 
with the netted triangles and series of lozenges, which 

18  For a survey of the cemeteries of Ialysos and Kamiros, see Gates 
1983, and recently Grigoriadou, Giannikouri & Marketou 
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Fig. 6. Rhodes, Archaeological 
Museum, T. 43 Marmaro (EG): 
some of the grave offerings 
(objects not to scale). Photo after 
Coulié & Philimonos-Tsopotou 
(eds.) 2014, fig. 24.

Fig. 7. Rhodes, 
Archaeological 
Museum, 
inv. no. 15532, T. 43 
Marmaro: belly-handled 
amphora, h. 0.56 m, LPG. 
Photo after Coulié & 
Philimonos-Tsopotou (eds.)  
2014, 177.

2001; in the territory of Lindos, see Kinch 1914 (Vroulia) and 
Papachristodoulou 1983 (Vati). For the island of Kos, see Bosnakis 
2001 (city); Skerlou 2001 (Kardamaina).

19  Maiuri 1923-1924, 258, 290, 303-309, 332-333.
20  Kinch 1914, 53-90.
21  Ialysos: Excavation Diaries 1923, especially 24 September.
22  Jacopi 1929, 8-11.
23  Laurenzi 1936b, 11.
24  Grigoriadou, Giannikouri & Marketou 2001.
25  Maiuri 1916-1920, 255; Maiuri 1923-1924, 257-258. Many 

references to Drakidis’ uncontrolled digging are made in the 
Excavation Diaries of 1923-1929: cf. D’Acunto forthcoming. 

26  Walter-Karydi 1973, 96-98, 112, n. 285. Cf. Gates 1983, 3, 61, n. 8.
27  Gates 1983, 3.
28  Gates 1983, 24-28; cf. D’Acunto 2017b, 450-454; D’Acunto 

forthcoming.
29  E.g. in Ialysos T. CLI/138 (c. 450-425 BC), which contains two 

inhumations of adults: Jacopi 1929, 152-153.
30  Excavation Diaries and Jacopi 1929: TT. L/390-LXIV/448 and CI/386-

CXXXIX/464.
31  Laurenzi 1936b, 164-165, fig. 152.
32  Coldstream 2003, 46-47, fig. 11a-c, e-f; d’Agostino 2006, 58; 

D’Acunto 2017b, 442-444.
33  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum (hereafter AM), Inv. 15532:  

Coulié & Filimonos-Tsopotou (eds.) 2014, 176-177, no. 18.1  
(E. Farmakidou), with bibliography.
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Rhodes took up under the influence of Cypriot White-
Painted style.34 I. Lemos has rightly emphasised the purely 
PG character of the amphora, which therefore could still be 
LPG.35  

However, the other vases from this grave belong to a 
later stylistic phase, i.e. EG, though an early stage: they 
are in a debased Protogeometric style, as is shown by the 
irregular drawing of the concentric semicircles and of 
the lozenges, by the dominant dark-ground style and by 
the footless variant of the skyphoi.36 Are all these vases 
contemporary? Or is the big amphora, used as the cinerary 
urn, an ‘antique’? The former hypothesis has to remain 
open, since succeeding styles may be made together and 
overlap. However, the second alternative gains ground 
when we consider that the amphora is an import from 
another part of the island, judging from its relatively 
micaceous clay, unusual for Ialysos. The present evidence 
advocates for Kamiros – with its conspicuous series of big 
belly-handled amphorae – as the best candidate, although 
the quality of the drawing on the item from Ialysos does 
not find close parallels there. The quality of the vase and 
its importation might guarantee it a special value and so a 
longer preservation. 

Among the other grave offerings in T. 43 Marmaro, the 
two barrel juglets imported from Cyprus find their closest 
parallels in the White-Painted II phase; thus the Ialysos 
context provides a good chronological point of reference 
for this short phase in Cypriot pottery.37  

‘Antique’ status, in this case both exotic and securely 
older, attaches to the enigmatic faïence rosette: G. Pierrat-
Bonnefois has suggested (in my opinion, convincingly) 
its provenance from the Palace of Ramses III at Tell el-
Yahudiye.38  

This grave is surely an undisturbed context, since it 
reflects a closed assembly of grave gifts inside the cinerary 
urn. Hence, it illustrates the possibility of coexistence in 
the same context of grave offerings of several dates. This 
observation is in accord with the importance that Iron Age 
elites assigned to heirlooms and “biographical/entangled 
objects” (according to J. Whitley’s definition) to project 
symbolically their present social power into the past.39 The 
grave assembly may include an item much older than the 
other burial offerings (here the rosette), as well as, perhaps, 
another that is closer but not strictly contemporary (here 
the amphora). Caution is thus required in considering 
the presence of vaguely-termed ‘earlier’ objects, including 

simple vases, as possible evidence of disturbances and/or 
multiple burials in Rhodian graves.

THE END OF MG II: T. L/390 IN 
THE TSAMBICO SOUTH PLOT
Between late MG II and the end of LG, the Ialysian 
necropolis yielded many more burials than before. 
Unfortunately, there were no Corinthian vases in the 
tombs of this phase, but the presence of imports from other 
regions, especially Euboea, together with Crete, Cyclades 
and Attica, is helpful for establishing its chronological 
framework.40 Also very useful for chronological purposes 
is the evolution of the local pottery, which is strongly 
influenced by Cypriot ceramics and to a lesser degree 
Phoenician ones.41 With regards to the end of MG II–
LG, most of the evidence comes from the burials of the 
Tsambico south plot, published by Jacopi in 1929, together 
with a few other graves from Maiuri’s excavations of 1916 
and Laurenzi’s in 1934, in the northeasternmost plot of 
Marmaro.42 They show a completely new development 
in the cemetery: extensive plots spread up onto the plain 
(Fig. 2); weapons disappear from the male graves, with few 
exceptions; and many enchytrismoi for infants and newborns 
show that formal burial was then extended to all age 
classes. From the funerary perspective, these aspects, taken 
all together, seem to reflect contemporary socio-political 
processes related to the birth of the polis.43 In particular, the 
Tsambico south nucleus consists of some sixty tombs dated 
from late MG II to the end of LG. Its clustering suggests 
that this was a family plot. All graves are single depositions, 
both enchytrismoi and primary cremations.44 

As already shown by N. Coldstream, the earliest grave 
of this nucleus is T. L/390, a primary cremation.45 Two of 
its grave gifts are North Ionian bird kotylai of the MG type, 
whose upper band is fully occupied by meander hooks (Fig. 
8).46 I believe that all (or almost all) bird kotylai found in 
Ialysos and generally on Rhodes are imports, as is suggested 
by the macroscopic analysis of the clay and the paint, 
which do not match those of local products;47 they are 
clearly North Ionian, in line with M. Kerschner’s studies 
and H. Mommsen’s archaeometric analyses of the class.48 It 
is important to point out that this burial also held a black 
skyphos showing an ancient repair; unfortunately, this 
vase is burnt, meaning any clay inspection is unreliable, 
but I consider it a possible import, perhaps from Euboea 
(Fig. 9).49 Another possible import from Euboea is the black 
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skyphos from T. LXXXII/2 near the temple A in Kamiros, 
in a context dated from c. 750 BC.50 A similar date may 
be assigned to T. M in Exochi, containing another black 
cup showing an ancient repair.51 In order to understand 
the chronological aspects of T. L/390 in Ialysos, it is useful 
to remember that in Pontecagnano (Campania), black 
skyphoi with a shape close to that of T. L/390 were buried 
in the tombs of the local IIa phase and assigned by N. 
Kourou to a date corresponding with Attic LG Ia, i.e. c. 760-
750 BC.52 The same association between the bird kotyle 
with meander fully occupying the upper panel and black 
skyphoi showing a similar profile occurs in the domestic 
levels of Klazomenai, carefully published by Y. Ersoy. They 
are also associated with a local variant of the pendent 
semicircle skyphos (PSC), which is related to Kearsley’s type 
4, hence not later than 750 BC (according to the traditional 
hypothesis).53 These parallels and closed assemblies confirm 
for T. L/390 a date in the second part/end of MG II, from c. 
770/760 until 750 BC. As to the other black skyphoi found 
in the necropolis of Ialysos, it must be recalled that local 
productions continue well into the LG phase.54 

34  D’Acunto forthcoming.
35  Lemos 2002, 23.
36  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 15533-15537; for their 

assignment in EG, see Coldstream 2008, 265-267, pl. 58a-d.
37  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 15538a-b: Coldstream 

1999, 111; Coulié & Filimonos-Tsopotou 2014, 182-183, nos. 

18-11 and 12 (E. Farmakidou); D’Acunto 2017b, 444, n. 28, with 
references. 

38  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 15544: Coulié & 
Filimonos-Tsopotou (eds.) 2014, 182-183, nos. 18-14 (E. 
Farmakidou); Pierrat-Bonnefois, Bouquillon & Coulié 2014, 89.

39  On these categories of objects, see recently Maran 2006, especially 
131; Whitley 2002; Whitley 2013.

40  On Euboean imports, see D’Acunto 2017a. On imports from 
other regions, see D’Acunto 2017b; and in particular D’Acunto 
forthcoming.

41  On the evolution of Rhodian and in particular Ialysian Geometric 
pottery, see Coldstream 2008, 274-287, 479; and a reconsideration 
by D’Acunto forthcoming. On Cypriot and Phoenician influences, 
see Bourogiannis 2009; Bourogiannis 2012; Bourogiannis 2013.

42  Jacopi 1929; Maiuri 1923-1924; Laurenzi 1936b.
43  d’Agostino 2006; D’Acunto 2017b; D’Acunto forthcoming.
44  Jacopi 1929: TT. L/390-LXIV/448 and CI/386-CXXXIX/464.
45  Jacopi 1929, 84, pls. I-II; cf. Coldstream 2008, 274-279.
46  Rhodes, AM, Inv. 11642: Coldstream 2008, 277-279, pl. 61c; 

Papapostolou 1968, 96, pl. 44b; here Fig. 8, inv. no. 11642bis: 
unpublished. 

47  D’Acunto 2017b, 467-470, figs. 26-28; and in particular D’Acunto 
forthcoming.

48  Akurgal et al. 2002, 63-92, figs. 11-19, pl. 1; recently, Kadioǧlu et 
al. 2015 with other references.

49  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11644: Jacopi 1929, 84; 
D’Acunto forthcoming.

50  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 14736: Coulié & 
Filimonos-Tsopotou (eds.) 2014, 245, no. 82-1; the grave is 
published in Jacopi 1932-1933, 193-201, figs. 232-239; for the 
hypothesis of a Euboean import: d’Agostino 2006, 61. 

51  Johansen 1958, 46, no. M 3, fig. 106. On the date of this context 
see infra.

52  Kourou 2005, 503-504, 514; d’Agostino 2001, 19.
53  Ersoy 2004, 44-49, fig. 3, especially i; cf. Kearsley 1989, Type IV, 

95-100; for an updated bibliography on the chronologies of PSC, 
see Verdan et al. 2008, 81-82, where they accept the later date for 
the end of the class after 750 BC; contra Kourou 2005; d’Acunto & 
Giglio (eds.) 2010-2011, 223-235.

54  D’Acunto forthcoming.

Fig. 8. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11642, T. L/390: North 
Ionian bird kotyle, end of MG II. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.

Fig. 9. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11644, T. L/390: black 
skyphos, end of MG II. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.
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Among the grave-goods of T. L/390 was erroneously 
included by the excavator a kylix of proto-Vroulian/Ionian 
type, which should be dated to the end of the seventh or 
beginning of the sixth century BC.55 Its inclusion among 
the grave gifts of this burial may be due either to some 
dedication made on the earlier tomb, or to its disturbance 
by a later grave. The second hypothesis is strengthened 
by the reports of the Excavation Diaries, which describe 
the illegal wide trenches opened there by Mr. Drakidis. 
In Jacopi’s publication of 1929, three more tombs of the 
Tsambico South plot (two primary cremations and an 
enchytrismos of the LG period) are erroneously credited 
with one and three later vase/s, respectively, dating from 
the end of the seventh to the middle of the sixth century 
BC:56 since they are all of a much later date than the burials, 
it is clear that they do not reflect multiple depositions in 
the same pit/enchytrismos, but disturbances occasioned by 
the overlying reoccupation of the necropolis in the Archaic 
period.

LG II CONTEXTS AND THE CHRONOLOGICAL MARKER 
OF THE ‘SPAGHETTI-STYLE’ ARYBALLOS
If we turn to the LG phase, we find that Coldstream has 
already suggested that some vases were ‘early’ or ‘late’, 
but he did not introduce any sharp or clear-cut internal 
subdivision.57 However, I believe that it is now possible to 
establish in Rhodian pottery a distinction into two sub-
phases, namely LG I and LG II, as is the case for other Greek 
Geometric ceramic production.

For LG II, we must remember that Rhodian burial 
contexts lack the EPC globular aryballos, which is elsewhere 
almost ubiquitous. The best chronological marker of this 
sub-phase is therefore its Rhodian counterpart, namely the 
so-called KW (Kreis- und Wellenband) or ‘spaghetti-style’ 
aryballos. Its story is well-known since the groundbreaking 
work of K. F. Johansen’s Exochi.58 The Cypriot origin 
of the spaghetti-style class is shown by its decoration 
(usually in a matt pigment): it consists of small concentric 
circles and wavy lines, sometimes combined in a peculiar 
motif of compass-drawn semicircles tailing off into wavy 
lines, whose resemblance to spaghetti has resulted in 
the British sobriquet. In particular, for the commonest 
shape of the aryballos, the Cypriot prototype in White-
Painted IV, a small jug with a ridged neck, is transformed 
in the Rhodian repertoire: its neck is shortened, the ridge 
is either lowered and placed to the side (as in the well-

known vase in Lund) or more usually disappears.59 The 
spaghetti-style aryballos without a ridge on the neck shows 
a general affinity in its shape with the EPC one; a similar 
globular body, though a more pronounced disc-shaped 
mouth still recalls the Cypriot prototypes. The Ialysian 
repertoire shows variants both with and without the ridged 
neck, together with several other shapes decorated in the 
spaghetti style. This influential Cypriot fashion on Rhodes 
and in particular in Ialysos is difficult to explain by any 
other means than Coldstream’s hypothesis – a group of 
immigrants, identified as Cypriots or Cypro-Phoenicians, 
establishing a steady local production of perfumes of a 
Cypriot flavour.60 It is important to point out that outside 
Rhodes only the aryballoi without the ridge on the neck 
among the class of the spaghetti style were regularly 
traded:61 this phenomenon makes it even clearer how in 
LG II these were the competitors of the EPC aryballoi in 
the perfume market.62 The synchronism between the EPC 
globular aryballos and the spaghetti-style equivalent is well 
established, made clear by the finds from the cemeteries 
of many centres along the Mediterranean Sea where these 
spaghetti-style perfume containers were traded. The clearest 
and richest case is the necropolis of Pithekoussai, where 
spaghetti-style globular aryballoi are associated with EPC 
ones, as well as with other chronological markers of this 
phase in Corinthian production (e.g. Thapsos skyphoi 
without panel and lower body painted, EPC kotylai, 
kantharoi of the Ithaca type).63 Such a rich presence in 
the Euboean market of Pithekoussai is not by chance: 
Euboeans, in their joint ventures with Phoenicians and 
Cypriots, may have been the main traders of the Cypro-
Rhodian perfumes bottled in the spaghetti-style aryballoi 
during the LG II period.64  

Let us consider, for example, two burial contexts of 
Ialysos that may be dated to LG II by the presence of 
the spaghetti style class. T. LXII/444 contains two vases 
decorated in this style: a globular aryballos (Fig. 10) and a 
jug.65 Among the grave-goods is a North Ionian bird kotyle 
of the Classical type, the panel being framed into four 
metopes, one with the eponymous bird (Fig. 11);66 in the 
cemetery of Ialysos this variant appears only in LG II.67 This 
date for the four-metopes variant is confirmed by other bird 
kotylai like those found in Italy: the Nestor cup from T. 
168 in Pithekoussai, though it still lacks the bird, and those 
from Syracuse, Naxos and Megara Hyblaea referring to the 
four- or five-metopes variant with the bird, which must 
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have a terminus post quem of c. 730 BC.68 The importance 
of Rhodian contexts in building up the sequence of North 
Ionian bird kotylai is clear. Among these grave goods of T. 
LXII/444 was again erroneously included a later vase – a 
Middle Corinthian amphoriskos – probably due to the 
disturbance from the overlying Archaic necropolis.69 

A second context, tomb LXIV/448, may offer good 
synchronisms between spaghetti ware and imports.70 It 
held a Euboean kotyle, a very debased version of the Aetos 
666 type, where the chevrons have been changed into 
floating dashes (Fig. 12); this finds parallels in the Eretrian 
contexts of LG II and in a kotyle from Amathus dated by 
Coldstream at c. 725-700 BC.71 The grave offerings also 

55  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11643: Jacopi 1929, 84, 
no. 2, pl. I.

56  1) T. LIII/406 (primary cremation): Inv. 11728, Laconian amphora 
(Jacopi 1929, 89, no. 4); Inv. 11729, Corinthian alabastron (Jacopi 
1929, 89, no. 5, fig. 83); Inv. 11730, Ionian kylix of the B2 type 
(Jacopi 1929, 89, no. 6, cf. pl. I.CXXIX). 2) T. LXII/444 (primary 
cremation): Inv. 11859, Corinthian amphoriskos (Jacopi 1929, 107, 
no. 4, fig. 99). 3) T. CXI/401 (enchytrismos): Inv. 11684, Etruscan 
kantharos (Jacopi 1929, 138, no. 1, fig. 131).

57  Coldstream 2008, 274-287, especially 286-287 on relative 
chronology.

58  Johansen 1958, 155-161; cf. Coldstream 1969, especially 4, pl. 
IIh; Coldstream 1998, 256; Coldstream 2008, 276, pl. 62b; for a 
reappraisal of the ‘spaghetti style’ class during LG II, see D’Acunto 
forthcoming.

59  For the Cypriot prototype, see Gjerstad 1948, White-Painted IV 
Ware Jug 3b, 4; Johansen 1958, 160, fig. 224, cf. the imitation in 
Lund fig. 223.

60  Coldstream 1969; Coldstream 1998, 255-256; Kourou 2003, 252-
253; Bourogiannis 2009; Bourogiannis 2012; Bourogiannis 2013; 
D’Acunto 2017b, 461-465: scholars only slightly disagree about the 
precise provenance of the Eastern Mediterranean immigrants.

61  D’Acunto forthcoming.

62  D’Acunto 2012, 200-215.
63  Buchner & Ridgway 1993; Ridgway 1992, 60-65; Nizzo 2008, 37, 

119-120, B10.
64  D’Acunto 2017a, 368-370.
65  T. LXII/444: Jacopi 1929, 106-107, fig. 99, pls. III, VI. Rhodes, 

Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 11860; 11857: D’Acunto 2017b, 
462, fig. 24 (aryballos); Papapostolou 1968, pl. 41 (jug).

66  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11856: Jacopi 1929, 106, 
fig. 99; D’Acunto 2017b, 468, fig. 27.

67  D’Acunto 2017b, 468; D’Acunto forthcoming.
68  See discussion in D’Acunto forthcoming. On the Nestor’s cup: 

Buchner & Ridgway 1993, T. 168.9, 219, 743-759, pls. CXXVI-
CXXVIII, 72-73.

69  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11859: Jacopi 1929, 107, 
fig. 99.

70  Jacopi 1929, 107-109, fig. 101, pls. I, II, V.
71  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11867: Jacopi 1929, 

107-108, figs. 101 and 138 (there erroneously ascribed to T. 441/
CXXXI); D’Acunto 2017a, 363-365, figs. 5-6.

Fig. 10. Rhodes, 
Archaeological 
Museum, inv. no. 
11860, T. LXII/444: 
spaghetti-style 
aryballos, LG II. 
Photo: M. D’Acunto. 
Scale 1:2.

Fig. 12. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11867, T. LXIV/448: 
Euboean kotyle, LG II. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.

Fig. 11. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11856, T. LXII/444: 
North Ionian bird kotyle, LG II. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.
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included a mug decorated in spaghetti style (Fig. 13) and a 
juglet in Bichrome IV imported from Cyprus, again a good 
synchronism for a Cypriot vase.72 

Thus, if the key point of LG II is the synchronism 
between the EPC globular aryballos and the spaghetti-style 
one, we can suggest a chronology of 720-690 BC for the 
Rhodian phase too (if we follow Coldstream’s traditional 
chronology of Corinthian pottery).73 The synchronism of 
the lower limit between the EPC and the Rhodian LG II 
is supported by several burials from Kamiros and T. A in 
Exochi. T. VII/9 of Papatislures in Kamiros (an enchytrismos 
containing a single burial of an adolescent) held an original 
EPC pyxis, dated at the very end of Early Protocorinthian 
by the series of the debased wirebirds and the broad bands 
near the base.74 Its grave gifts included a Mycenaean LH 
IIIA kylix, an ‘antique’,75 and a kantharos still in a pure LG 
style,76 while there are also a kotyle and a skyphos showing 
a debased decoration of tremuli, which seems to be very 
late in the Late Geometric.77  

Another interesting LG II context is T. XXIII/28 of 
Papatislures in Kamiros, an enchytrismos containing a 
deposition of an infant.78 Together with a bronze fibula, 
its grave gifts were an original, quite late EPC kotyle with 
a dotted serpent in the band between the handles, and a 
spaghetti-style aryballos. The body of the aryballos, the 
shoulder of which is beginning to be flattened, reflects 
the emergence of the new roughly biconical variant, 
which coexists for a while with the older globular one; 
the latter fades away at the end of LG II, while the former 
continues and sharpens its carination beyond this limit.79 
Indeed, both the globular and roughly biconical aryballoi 
in spaghetti ware occur together, i.e. in late LG II, as is 
shown by their coexistence in the same grave – T. VIII/10, a 
primary cremation of the same Kamirian cemetery.80 

Accordingly, the correspondence between the EPC 
and the spaghetti-style globular aryballoi suggests their 
synchronism during the LG II phase. In addition to this 
more general characteristic, a single significant context 
suggests that the limit of Rhodian LG II does not go beyond 
the corresponding one of EPC: the rich assemblage of tomb 
A in Exochi.81 A primary cremation with the characteristic 
pits at the four corners, there was an infant enchytrismos 
in a pithos laid on its southern edge. With the exception 
of the few objects buried in the enchytrismos, all the other 
grave gifts of T. A belong to the primary cremation. Among 
the vases, the latest style is that of the neck-handled 

amphora no. 1, a Rhodian product.82 Its slim shape and 
decoration reflect influences from the Naxian Bb class of 
Delos, still LG. However, in the man depicted on the neck 
the geometric silhouette is broken by the introduction 
of the linear rendering of the head; its closest parallels 
are with the beginning of the Early Protoattic style in the 
Analatos hydria, as already pointed out by Coldstream.83 
Among the grave offerings of T. A, two kotylai are original 
and late Early Protocorinthian.84 Six Rhodian kantharoi still 
have ties to the tradition of the local LG,85 except one, with 
rosettes showing influence from the Orientalising styles (see 
the leaves).86 Lastly, three spaghetti-style aryballoi (if we rely 
on the published drawing of one of them) seem to match 
the new variant of biconical shape, which appears at the 
end of LG II.87 All in all, in T. A of Exochi, a quite precise 
chronology, both relative and absolute, may be established 
by the coexistence of the late EPC kotylai, the roughly 
biconical aryballos and the number of Rhodian products 
still in the LG II style, as well as by the earliest appearance 
in one of the kantharoi and the amphora of post-Geometric 
traits, under Cycladic and Protoattic influence. All of this 
suggests a relative chronology at the very end of the local LG 
II phase and an absolute date at c. 700-690 BC (according to 
Coldstream’s orthodox chronology).

Despite this context, Coldstream suggested lowering 
the end of Rhodian (and East Greek) LG to c. 680 BC, 
based mainly on the primary cremation T. VIII/209 of 
the Drakidis plot in Ialysos.88 Together with a bronze vase 
and a bronze fibula, this held three vases. They comprise 
an imported aryballos of conical shape (transitional from 
globular to ovoid), which therefore has to be contemporary 
with the beginning of the MPC phase (c. 690-650 BC, 
according to the traditional chronology);89 its clay suggests 
an Attic production and, as pointed out by Coldstream, 
the drawing of the animals shows affinity with the later 
work of the Early Protoattic N-Painter.90 There was also a 
spaghetti-style aryballos or jug (the neck is missing), the 
body of which is roughly biconical, while its profile is still 
rounded.91 The third vase of T. VIII/209 is an incomplete 
high-necked kantharos, decorated with two series of tremuli 
on the neck and on the shoulder (Fig. 14).92 Coldstream is 
right in arguing that this item is yet in the tradition of the 
high-necked Rhodian kantharoi of the LG period, as with 
that of T. A in Exochi.93 However, if we consider the latter 
and other similar LG Rhodian kantharoi, the decoration 
of which maintains the Geometric regularity, the example 
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from grave VIII/209 must rather be considered as a late Sub-
geometric version, since the tremuli are drawn in a very 
irregular way and some of them do not reach the borders 
of the band. In conclusion then, this vase and its context 
of c. 690-680 BC, together with the slightly earlier item 
in T. A in Exochi, support the hypothesis that the end of 
Rhodian LG does not go beyond 690 BC (again, within the 
general framework of Coldstream’s orthodox chronology). 
Although my proposal for the end of the local LG is 
roughly a decade earlier than Coldstream’s, my evaluation 
of these grave assemblages is essentially close to his. In 
his view, “we must therefore fix the end of our Rhodian 
Geometric series near the lower limit of Early Protoattic and 
after the beginning of Middle Protocorinthian” (an opinion 
with which I disagree), and as a result he was forced 
to concede “that the first isolated attempts at an early 
Orientalizing figure style” (e.g. the amphora from T. A in 
Exochi) “fall well within the later development of our LG”.94 
In support of his chronology, Coldstream also argued that 

72  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11868, mug: Jacopi 1929, 
108, fig. 101; here fig. 13. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 
11869, Cypriot juglet: Jacopi 1929, 108, fig. 101; D’Acunto 2017b, 
459-450, fig. 19; cf. Gjerstad 1948, Bichrome IV Jug 6a, cf. 7b.

73  Coldstream 2008, 322-330. Conversely, C. W. Neeft, in his study 
on the evolution of Protocorinthian aryballoi, has suggested a late 
date at c. 680/675 BC for the end of EPC/LG II and the transition to 
MPC (Neeft 1987, 380).

74  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 13710: Jacopi 1932-1933, 
32, no. 4, figs. 33, 35; for its relative chronology at the very end 
of EPC, see Coldstream 2008, 286, cf. 105 on wirebirds on the 
Corinthian vases.

75  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 13711: Jacopi 1932-1933, 
34, no. 5, fig. 33 left on the top. This had been wrongly identified 
by Coldstream as “the earliest of the local pedestalled kantharoi, 
typical of our LG phase” (Coldstream 2008, 286). It refers to the 
Mycenaean type Furumark FS 272: Furumark 1941, 631-632, pl. 
149 (LH IIIA1-2).

76  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 13714: Jacopi 1932-1933, 
34, no. 7, figs. 33 and 36.

77  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 13712-13713: Jacopi 
1932-1933, 34, no. 6, fig. 33 bottom left and top right.

78  Jacopi 1932-1933, 74 and 78, fig. 76 bottom in the centre; on its 
date cf. Coldstream 2008, 286.

79  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 13794: EPC kotyle; 
13795: spaghetti-style aryballos. On the coexistence among the 
spaghetti-style aryballoi of the two variants - the globular and the 
roughly biconical ones – in the advanced/late LG II, see D’Acunto 
forthcoming.

80  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 13716-13723: Jacopi 
1932-1933, 35, 38, no. 2, figs. 37, 39-40.

81  Johansen 1958, 12-21, figs. 5-31; Coulié & Filimonos-Tsopotou 
(eds.) 2014, 168-171 (S. Schierup).

82  Johansen 1958, no. A1, 12-14, 86, 88-102, 148, 156, figs. 5-7, cf. 
fig. 196; Coulié & Filimonos-Tsopotou (eds.) 2014, 168-169, no. 
15-1.

83  Coldstream 2008, 281, 286, cf. pl. 36e.
84  Johansen 1958, 15, nos. A8-9, fig. 14.
85  Johansen 1958, 14-15, nos. A2-A7, figs. 8-12.
86  Johansen 1958, 14, no. A3, fig. 9.
87  Johansen 1958, 18, nos. A13-A15, fig. 19.
88  Coldstream 2008, 286, 330. On T. VIII/209, see Jacopi 1929, 37-38, 

fig. 22.
89  On the conical shape in the relative series of Protocorinthian 

aryballoi, see Neeft 1987, 33, 89-125.
90  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 10553: Jacopi 1929, 38, 

fig. 22; cf. Coldstream 2008, 286.
91  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 10550: Jacopi 1929, 38.
92  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 10549: Jacopi 1929, 37, 

fig. 22.
93  Johansen 1958, 14, no. A4, fig. 10.
94  Coldstream 2008, 286-287.

Fig. 13. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11868, T. LXIV/448: 
spaghetti-style mug, LG II. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.

Fig. 14. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 10549, T. VIII/209: 
kantharos. Photo: M. D’Acunto.
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an independent confirmation would come from the burial 
contexts on Rhodes of the earlier Sub-geometric bird bowls 
(Groups I-II Coldstream). Today their main production 
area is no longer considered as Rhodian, but North Ionian 
– backed with solid arguments.95 The case referred to by 
Coldstream, that of grave CCI/4 Kekraki in Kamiros (a 
primary cremation with four pits at the corners),96 is no 
longer to be considered as significant for down-dating the 
end of the LG phase. Indeed, its crater should not be taken 
as a coherent expression of the Geometric style at all.97 It 
is better to label it as a Sub-geometric/early Orientalising 
product, because of the ornaments and the drawing 
technique employed in the band between the handles. 
The general shape of the vase is still in the tradition of the 
Attic MG II pedestalled craters of type II and their several 
Kamirian imitations, which continue well into the LG 
period. Its Sub-geometric/early Orientalising survival in T. 
CCI/4 accords, in a general way, with the products seen 
at Kamiros, which often display a very traditional and 
backward style of pottery.

LG I: RHODIAN BURIAL CONTEXTS AND CHRONOLOGY
Returning to LG I, its lower limit corresponds, therefore, 
in terms of absolute dates and with reference to orthodox 
chronology, to c. 720 BC. In the Ialysian and in general 
Rhodian styles, the LG I phase is characterised by the 
introduction of the metope/s, which break/s the long panel 
typifying the MG system that was occupied by a continuous 
motif (such as the ubiquitous meander of MG tradition).98 
In the LG pottery of Ialysos, the Cypriot influence is even 
stronger than it was in the MG, since it is not limited to 
the imitation of vase shapes, but affects the decoration too: 
the Black-on-Red technique is imitated both on Cypriot 
and local Greek shapes, but never reaches the quality of the 
originals produced in Cyprus.99 In the Ialysian repertoire, 
the aryballos is fully painted and might be an imitation of a 
Corinthian prototype.100 If we look at imports, alongside the 
Cypriot vases we find vases with other provenances: North 
Ionian bird kotylai of an intermediary stage between the MG 
and the LG II variations;101 and Euboean vases, which may 
be dated quite precisely, in the light of the recent publication 
of the Eretrian pits by Verdan, Kenzelmann-Pfyffer and 
Léderrey. The latter vases are the most significant for 
establishing the chronology of the Ialysian contexts.102  

In the cemetery of Ialysos, a rich and well-dated context 
of LG I is T. LI/393 (a primary cremation with four pits at 

the corners).103 It held a Euboean skyphos, with a shape 
and decoration matching examples found in Italy, in 
Cyprus and in Eretria (Fig. 15): it fits the Eretrian phase of 
LG I, corresponding to Attic LG Ib, i.e. c. 750-735 BC.104 
An elaborate jug of Rhodian production (Fig. 16) has the 
main decoration, in the manner of the Dodecanese, on the 
shoulder; the introduction of the LG style is here shown 
by the break at the centre of the long band by a metope 
showing a complex ‘tree’ motif (an East Greek ornament, 
characteristic also of bird kotylai).105 The strong Cypriot 
‘feel’ of this burial context is given by the shape of this 
jug, characterised by multiple ridges on the neck, as well 
as by the presence, among the grave offerings, of a jug in 
Black-on-Red, which imitates the Cypriot prototypes,106 
together with three actual imports from Cyprus: two jugs in 
Black-on-Red II(IV)107 and a two-handled Black-on-Red I(III) 
or preferably II(IV) juglet (Fig. 17).108 This context, which 
is dated to c. 750-735 BC, is also a good point of reference 
for the transition to the phase IV of Cypriot pottery 
(corresponding to phase II of BoR).

In terms of relative and related absolute chronology, 
Coldstream has convincingly demonstrated that East Greek 
MG survived into the period of Attic LG Ia, i.e. in absolute 
dates to 760-750 BC.109 Tomb LI/393 in Ialysos establishes 
a synchronism between the Eretrian phase of LG I and 
Rhodian LG I, in its earliest part. 

Another important context of Kamiros raises doubts 
about Coldstream’s proposal of down-dating the beginning 
of Rhodian LG I to c. 745 BC: T. LXXXII/2 near the Temple 
A.110 Among the rich set of its grave offerings, at least one 
vase of Rhodian production shows that we are dealing with 
an early LG context. This is the Rhodian imitation of the 

Fig. 15. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11648, T. LI/393: 
Euboean skyphos, LG I. Photo: M. D’Acunto. Scale 1:2.
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Black-on-Red jug of Cypriot type, with decoration on the 
shoulder divided into metopes in the LG manner, and with 
warriors that may reflect influence from the contemporary 
LG figural style of Attica and other centres.111 A second 
vase showing early LG traits is the elaborate carinated cup, 
again a Rhodian product: its long and complex ‘tree’ motif 
is framed by single metopes containing an intricate motif 
of concentric circles and ‘trees’, although the meanders 
and the long central band clearly reflect the MG tradition 
(indeed, Coldstream dated it before the end of MG).112 This 

95  Akurgal et al. 2002, 63-105, pl. 2; Kadioǧlu et al. 2015, with former 
bibliography; cf. Coldstream 2008, 287, 298-300, 479.

96  Jacopi 1931a, 345-348.

Fig. 16. Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11647, T. LI/393: 
Rhodian jug, h. 0.305 m, LG I. Photo: M. D’Acunto.

Fig. 17. Rhodes, Archaeological 
Museum, inv. no. 11652, T. 
LI/393: Cypriot bottle, BoR I(III)-
II(IV). Photo: M. D’Acunto. 
Scale 1:2.

  97  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 12498: Jacopi 1931a, 
346, no. 1, figs. 385-386.

  98  Cf. Coldstream 2008, 274-287; D’Acunto forthcoming.
  99  Coldstream 1969; Coldstream 1998, 255-256; Kourou 2003, 252-

253; Bourogiannis 2009; Bourogiannis 2013; Kourou 2014, 83; 
D’Acunto 2017b, 454-465; D’Acunto forthcoming.

100  D’Acunto forthcoming; cf. d’Acunto 2017b, 457, fig. 15, middle 
left.

101  D’Acunto forthcoming; cf. d’Acunto 2017b, 468, fig. 28.
102  D’Acunto 2017a; cf. Verdan et al. 2008. 
103  Jacopi 1929, 85-87, figs. 75-78.
104  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11648: D’Acunto 2017a, 

359-361, figs. 1-2. On the chronology of Eretrian pottery, see 
Verdan et al. 2008, 105-111.

105  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11647: Jacopi 1929, 85, 
figs. 75-76.

106  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11651: Jacopi 1929, 87, 
no. 5, fig. 75 bottom left.

107  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 11649-11650: Jacopi 
1929, 87, nos. 3-4, figs. 75 bottom right and top left, 78; 
Stampolidis & Karetsou 1998, 152, no. 109; D’Acunto 2017b, 
459, fig. 17. Cf. Gjerstad 1948, BoR II(IV), 70, fig. XXXIX.2, Jug 
14b, while this scholar (Gjerstad 1948, 263) considered 11649 
as BoR I(III) - II(IV) and 11650 as BoR II(IV); see discussion in 
D’Acunto forthcoming.

108  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11652: Jacopi 1929, 
87, fig. 75 top right; Stampolidis & Karetsou 1998, 168, no. 
147; Gjerstad 1948, 263: BoR I(III); for a parallel in BoR II(IV), see 
Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXXIX.18, BoR Bottle 2.

109  Coldstream 2008, 273-274, 286.
110  Jacopi 1932-1933, 193-201, figs. 233-239.
111  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 14739: Jacopi 1932-

1933, 198, no. 6, fig. 232 top right; Coulié & Filimonos-Tsopotou 
(eds.) 2014, 232, no. 65 (V. Patsiada); Bourogiannis 2014a , 111, 
figs. 59-60.

112  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 14737: Jacopi 1932-
1933, 194, 198, no. 4, figs. 236-238; Coldstream 2008, 273, pl. 
60d.
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is also the case for the Rhodian pedestalled crater of the 
Attic type II, with decoration still in the MG tradition, as is 
made clear by the long panel reserved in the dark ground: 
it is decorated with a series of three Sub-protogeometric 
concentric circles including the St. Andrew’s cross (cf. 
those of the LPG amphora from T. 43 Marmaro) and with 
a series of stars, while the birds are of a particular character 
consistent with a high chronology for the LG, such as in 
Attic and other production centres.113 Among the grave 
gifts of T. LXXXII/2 in Kamiros, the two gold diadems are 
decorated with a long meander panel of MG tradition.114 
Lastly, the imported black skyphos recalls an early type, 
with a deep and round body, which is close to the example 
of T. L/390 of Ialysos (Fig. 9), in an MG II context.115 
Hence, as is suggested by the Black-on-Red oinochoe, as 
well as probably by the carinated cup and the crater, this 
assemblage dates from the very beginning of LG I, while 
the other vases and the black skyphos suggest a chronology 
close to the middle of the eighth century BC. However, the 
chronological assessment of this context calls for caution, 
since it is a chamber tomb: the scanty available information 
about its excavation means one cannot exclude the 
possibility that it contained a double burial.116 

If we refer to Coldstream’s chronological framework 
of Greek Geometric pottery, an absolute date of c. 750 BC 
for the transition from MG II to LG I in the Rhodian series 
is also suggested by the relative sequence of the Tsambico 
south plot in Ialysos, as discussed above. Its earliest tomb 
L/390 appears to be fully MG II, and in particular at its end, 
according to the North Ionian import (the Bird kotyle) and 
the Euboean(?) one (the black skyphos). This reconstruction 
is supported by the parallel association of the same types 
in the domestic levels of Klazomenai, which must have 
a terminus ante quem of c. 750 BC (see the PSC related to 
Kearsley’s type 4). The later well-dated tomb LI/393 fully 
falls within the earliest phase of Rhodian LG I, because 
of the co-existence of the Rhodian jug and the Euboean 
skyphos, which, with a date in the Eretrian LG I, suggests 
the same date for the grave, i.e. at c. 750-735 BC.

A third context is important in Rhodian pottery for the 
transition from MG II to LG I: tomb M in Exochi, which 
is a primary cremation with the four pits at the corners.117 
Among its grave gifts, the crater is an import, or more 
likely a Rhodian imitation of the Attic pedestalled type of 
MG II (we only have the drawing of the vase to go on).118 
The grave also held a black skyphos with an ancient repair 

(again, only the drawing is available)119 and a kantharos 
related to the beginning of the Bird and Zig-zag Group.120 
The panel of the last is framed by metopes in the LG 
manner and the birds maintain the particular character 
of the earliest representations: thus, it must be at the 
beginning of LG I, perhaps c. 750-740 BC.

These contexts, taken all together, suggest that there 
is no reason to down-date the beginning of Rhodian LG 
I to 745 BC, as suggested by Coldstream. Of course, five 
years are not really discernible in archaeology: it seems 
pointless to change the traditional chronology. However, 
my proposal of c. 750 BC for the transition from MG to LG 
I aims at establishing a synchronism, which is apparent, 
between the beginning of the LG style in Rhodes and 
that of most of the other production centres, including 
the Euboean and Corinthian ones (but note Attica at 760, 
Crete 745 and Boeotia 740 BC).121 Indeed, it must be clearly 
stated that the essential question for us is not the absolute 
chronology, but the relative one – and in particular the 
rough alignment of the Rhodian Geometric with the Attic, 
Corinthian and Euboean ones. Hence the absolute dates 
suggested here are my proposal for establishing those 
synchronisms and relative sequences with the other main 
Geometric styles (Fig. 18).

The experiments in a figural style on the vases of 
Kamiros T. LXXXII/2 are therefore almost contemporary 
with the earliest ones of most other productions in Greece, 
following the strong contributions of Attica in LG Ia 
(and the end of MG II). However, the Rhodian Geometric 
products of Ialysos, Kamiros and Lindos maintain their 
peculiar characters, compared to the Attic, Corinthian and 
Euboean ones. They never became a true figural style, with the 
exception of birds and rare single human or narrative themes.

For defining the beginning of LG, some importance 
was assigned by Coldstream to two imported kantharoi 
from the necropolis of Ialysos, included among the grave 
gifts of tombs LVI/414122 and 51 of Marmaro respectively,123 
both of which are primary cremations. They reference 
the well-known Attic type of LG Ib characterised by three 
panels, the lateral ones including a bird and the central 
one a rosette. Coldstream considered both to be Cycladic 
imitations of the Attic type.124 N. Kourou shares this 
opinion about the one from T. 51 Marmaro, but suggests 
an Attic provenance for the other.125 My inspection of the 
vase supports Kourou’s opinion: the colour of the clay and 
its inclusions, as well as the quality of the paint, recall Attic 
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fabric; the dotted rosettes with the stem and the quality 
of the drawing of the birds find close parallels in the well-
known Attic series of LG Ib, starting from the examples 
found in the Kerameikos.126 The other kantharos, from 
grave 51 Marmaro, is fragmentary and was burnt (clearly 
in the pyre):;a Cycladic fabric, perhaps Naxian, is suggested 
by its micaceous clay with a thick white slip and by the less 
accurate drawing, with bolder lines.127 However, from the 
chronological point of view, these two kantharoi are less 
significant, since both were buried in contexts later than 
Attic LG Ib (750-735 BC). T. LVI/414 is an LG II context, as 
it included several spaghetti-style juglets and a local Black-
on-Red jug with decoration influenced by the same style.128 
T. 51 Marmaro does not hold any spaghetti-style vases, while 
one of the North Ionian bird kotylai appears to be influenced 
in its main frieze by the soldier-birds of EPC pottery;129 this 
context may therefore be dated to early LG II. Hence, both 
imported kantharoi were ‘antiques’. Their value is also shown 
by the ancient repair made on that from T. LVI/414. 

CONCLUSION
Grave offerings do not provide a precise chronology in 
either LG I or LG II for all the tombs of the Tsambico south 
plot, since a good number have no offerings, or contain 
just a few gifts devoid of chronological markers (mostly 
in the enchytrismoi for newborn burials). However – as is 
shown by my new study of this burial ground and will be 
displayed in detail in the forthcoming publication – the 

113  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 14734: Jacopi 1932-
1933, 193, no. 1, fig. 232-234.

114  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 14741-14742: Jacopi 
1932-1933, 200, no. 7, fig. 239.

115  Supra n. 49.
116  D’Acunto 2017b, 450-451.
117  Johansen 1958, 44, 46, figs. 103-106.
118  Johansen 1958, 46, no. M1, fig. 103.
119  Johansen 1958, 46, no. M 3, fig. 106; see supra.
120  Johansen 1958, 46, no. M2, fig. 104-105; on the Bird-and-Zigzag 

Painter, see Coldstream 2008. 280-281; cf. D’Acunto forthcoming.
121  See Coldstream 2008, 302-331, in synthesis 330. On Cretan and 

in particular Eleutherna chronology, see Kotsonas 2008, 31-52, 
synthesis at 32.

122  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 11747: Jacopi 1929, 96, 
98, no. 8, figs. 90-91.

123  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 15579: Laurenzi 1936b, 
172-173, no. 7, fig. 161 bottom centre.

124  Coldstream 2008, 286, n. 1, cf. pl. 10c.
125  Kourou 2014, 82-83, n. 40.
126  D’Acunto forthcoming.
127  D’Acunto forthcoming.
128  Jacopi 1929, 94, 96-97, figs. 90-91, pl. V. Spaghetti style vases: 

Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. nos. 11743-11745. Local 
juglet of Cypriot type in BoR: Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, 
inv. no. 11742; cf. D’Acunto 2017b, 448, 461-462, fig. 22.

129  Rhodes, Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 15573: Laurenzi 1936b, 
172-173, no. 1, fig. 161 top centre and bottom right. On soldier-
birds in EPC kotylai, see Coldstream 2008, 105, pl. 20h.
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Fig. 18. Synoptic chronological table of Rhodian Protogeometric-Geometric 
pottery and the other main styles. M. d’Acunto.
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topographical-chronological evolution of the Tsambico 
south plot immediately becomes clear when we locate those 
tombs, well-dated by their grave offerings, on the map of 
the burials published by G. Jacopi in 1929 (Fig. 2):130 later 
tombs being added around earlier ones.131 Near the earliest 
grave L/390 of MG II are clustered LG I tombs, forming a 
ring. Later LG II tombs were added by and around the LG 
I ones, occupying an outer and larger area. Some tombs, 
undated by their grave offerings, may yet be assigned a 
chronology through their topographical position, depending 
on whether they lie in the ring of LG I burials or in that of 
LG II. Only a few will remain impossible to date: that is, 
those burials at the borders of the areas occupied by the LG 
I and LG II graves, since without the help of grave offerings, 
it is impossible to establish whether they go with one or the 
other sub-phase of the cemetery. The clustering process by 
which the Tsambico south plot was formed suggests that 
the dead were members of the same family group.

This discussion of the Ialysian and Rhodian burial 
contexts allows one to suggest synchronisms between 
Rhodian Geometric pottery and the main Greek products of 
Corinth, Attica and Euboea. My relative chronology, which is 
only slightly different and more detailed than Coldstream’s, 
is summarised in the table of Fig. 18. If this relative 
chronology of Rhodian pottery is tied to the absolute dates, 
according to Coldstream’s chronological framework of 
Greek Geometric pottery, my proposal is as follows:

•  LPG: c. 940?-900 BC – We have no chronological markers 
for the beginning of this phase; the traditional date for 
the other main products, i.e. Attic and Euboean, is used.132 

•  EG (in fact, a sub-Protogeometric phase): c. 900-850 BC.

•  MG: c. 850-750 BC – Only a very few graves have been 
found for much of this period on Rhodes, though more 
are known from several sites on the island concerning the 
end of this phase, and therefore a MG II label is useful in 
identifying them.

•  LG I: c. 750-720 BC – In terms of relative chronology, this 
sub-phase corresponds to Corinthian LG133 and early on is 
equivalent to Attic LG Ib and the corresponding Eretrian/
Euboean LG I (750-735 BC).

•  LG II: c. 720-690 BC – This equates to Corinthian EPC 
by the synchronism established between the EPC and 
spaghetti-style globular aryballoi; in the Rhodian series a 

roughly biconical variant appears at the end of this sub-
phase. Spaghetti ware is indeed the main chronological 
marker of local LG II. It is important to point out that 
in Rhodian pottery outside Ialysos, where the spread of 
this class is much more limited, the distinction between 
LG I and LG II is less evident and thus needs a careful 
assessment site by site: i.e. Kamiros works in a different 
way to Lindos/Exochi and so on.

In conclusion, this analysis shows the potential, chrono-
logical and more, that a new detailed publication of the 
Italian investigations of the cemeteries of Ialysos and 
Kamiros offers.134 The accounts of their excavations in their 
publications of Clara Rhodos and the Annuario della Scuola 
Archeologica Italiana di Atene appear in general to be reliable. 
In their burial contexts, as excavated by the Greek and 
Danish missions, as well as those of Salzmann and Biliotti, 
the Rhodian cemeteries are by far the most consistent of 
all those in East Greece for the Iron Age and the Archaic 
periods. A fresh publication of them, with their priceless 
closed assemblies of grave goods, will surely deepen our 
knowledge of East Greek products, which has advanced so 
much in the last few years.135  

ABBREVIATION
Excavation Diaries: Giornale di Scavo, years 1923-1929: 
Manuscripts of the excavation diaries of the cemeteries of 
Ialysos on Rhodes, written by the Italian Archaeological 
Mission on Rhodes and by the Italian Department of 
Monuments and Excavations in the Dodecanese, now held 
in the Archive of the Department of Antiquities of the 
Dodecanese, Rhodes (missing 1913-1914 and 1934).

    

130  Jacopi 1929, map outside the text.
131  D’Acunto forthcoming; d’Acunto 2017b, 456.
132  For an updated discussion of the absolute chronology of the 

Protogeometric see d’Agostino 2016, with references.
133  The absolute dates of Corinthian LG have been recently 

questioned by K. De Vries (2003), while I consider the traditional 
system still reliable: for a criticism of De Vries’ arguments, see 
d’Acunto & Giglio (eds.) 2010-2011, 234-235.

134  A parallel new publication of the Italian excavations in the 
cemeteries of Kamiros is in progress by Dr. Isabella Bossolino.

135  See recently Akurgal et al. 2002; Coulié & Villing 2014; Coulié 
2015; Villing & Mommsen 2017, with references.
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Bibliographic Abbreviations

AA Archäologischer Anzeiger

AAA Aρχαιoλoγικά ανάλεκτα εξ Aθηνών

ABSA Annual of the British School at Athens

ActaArch Acta Archaeologica

ActaHyp Acta Hyperborea

ADelt  Aρχαιoλoγικόν Δελτίoν

AeR Atene e Roma

AJA American Journal of Archaeology

AM  Mitteilungen des Deutschen 
Archölogischen Instituts, Athenische 
Abteilung

ANES Ancient Near Eastern Studies

AnnAStorAnt  Annali di archeologia e storia antica. 
Istituto universitario orientale. 
Dipartimento di studi del mondo classico 
e del Mediterraneo antico

AnnMusRov Annali del Museo Civico di Rovereto

AquilNost Aquileia Nostra

ArcheologiaWarsz  Archeologia. Rocznik Instytutu 
archeologii I etnologii Polskiej akademii 
nauk  

ArtB The Art Bulletin

ASAtene  Annuario della Scoula archeologica di 
Atene e delle missioni italione in Oriente

Athenaeum  Athenaeum. Studi di letteratura e storia 
dell’antichita

AttiVenezia  Atti. Classe di scienze morali, lettere ed 
arti. Istituto Veneto di scienze, lettere ed 
arti

AWE Ancient West & East

BA Bollettino di archeologia 

BABesch  Annual Papers on Classical Archaeology. 
(Formerly Bulletin Antieke Beschaving)

BAMuséeParent  Bulletin archéologique du musée Parent

BAPD The Beazley Archive Pottery database 

BCH Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique

BdA Bolletino d’arte

BICS  Bulletin of the Institute of Classical 
Studies

BPI Bullettino di Paletnologia Italiana

BSA Annual of the British School in Athens

CahCEC Cahier Centre d'études chypriotes

CAJ Cambridge Archaeological Journal

Chiron  Chiron. Mitteilungen der Kommission 
für Alte Geschichte und Epigraphik des 
Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts

CRAI  Académie des inscriptions et belles-
lettres. Comptes rendus des séances de 
l'année 19(20)

CVA Corpus Vasorum Antiquorum

ΔωδΧρ Δωδεκανησιακά Χρονικά

GazBA Gazette des Beaux-Arts
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Gnomon  Gnomon. Kritische Zeitschrift 
für die gesamte klassische 
Altertumswissenschaft

GrRomByzSt Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies

IG  Inscriptiones Graecae

IJOCA International Journal of Comic Art

IstMitt Istanbuler Mitteilungen

JAmStud Journal of American Studies

JdI  Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archäologischen 
Instituts

JHS Journal of Hellenic Studies

JMEH Journal of Modern European History

JMIS Journal of Modern Italian Studies

JSav Journal des Savants

JSNT  Journal of the Studies of the New 
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