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AIMS AND SCOPE

discourse & society is a multidisciplinary  
refereed journal whose major aim is to publish 
outstanding research at the boundaries of  dis-
course analysis and the social sciences. It 
focuses on explicit theory formation and 
analysis of  the relationships between the 
structures of  text, talk, language use, verbal 
interaction or communication, on the one 
hand, and societal, political or cultural micro- 
and macrostructures and cognitive social rep-
resentations, on the other hand. That is, d&s 
studies society through discourse and dis-
course through an analysis of  its socio-politi-
cal and cultural functions or implications. Its 
contributions are based on advanced theory 
formation and methodologies of  several disci-
plines in the humanities and social services.

discourse & society is an international journal. 
Its board members, contributors and readers 
are from many different countries, and this 
will also be reflected in the variety of  the 
topics, approaches and cultural backgrounds 
of  its articles.

discourse & society is issue-oriented. It does 
not primarily follow the fashion of  specific 
academic schools or paradigms, but focuses 
on relevant social, political or cultural issues 
or problems, which often need a complex 
multi-disciplinary approach.

discourse & society is a critical journal. It 
favours contributions that pay attention to the 
detailed analysis of  social and political 
relations of  power, dominance and inequality, 
and to the role of  discourse in their legitimation 
and reproduction in society, for instance in the 
domains of  gender, race, ethnicity, class or 
world region.

discourse & society is an accessible journal. Its 
papers are written in a clear and pedagogic 
style, avoid esoteric jargon, and respect the 
needs and interests of  readers of  several levels 
of  expertise in many countries and disciplines.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Editorial policy: For editorial policy and types of  paper 
accepted for Discourse & Society see Aims and Scope and, 
especially, Preferred Papers.

Length: The recommended length is 7000 words, including 
footnotes and references with an abstract of  up to 150 words 
and up to 10 key words.

Titles: Titles and section headings should be clear and brief.

Quotations: Lengthy quotations (over 40 words) should be 
displayed, indented, in the text, without quotation marks. 
Short quotations in the text itself  should be marked as such, 
either with quotation marks or by italics.

Language and Spelling: Only papers in English are published. 
Quotations of  text fragments in other languages should be 
followed by an English translation. Consistent UK or US 
spellings may be used.

Tables and figures: Tables and figures should have short 
descriptive titles and all artwork should be at least 300 dpi.

Notes: Essential notes should be indicated by superscript 
numbers in the text and typed at the end of  the text.

References: References cited in the text should read: Brown 
(1987: 63–4), Brown and Smith (1984, 1989). Use ‘et al.’ for 
more than two authors. The letters a, b, c, etc., should be used 
for different works by the same author in the same year. All 
text references should be listed alphabetically after the notes, 
as follows: Books: Van Dijk TA and Kintsch W (1983) 
Strategies of  Discourse Comprehension. New York: Academic 
Press. Articles: Billig M (1988a) Rhetorical and historical 
aspects of  attitudes: The case of  the British monarchy. 
Philosophical Psychology 1(1): 191–217. Please make sure 
that all references in the text appear in the References section 
of  the paper, and vice versa, that all names & years in the 
References also appear in the text.

Biography: Authors should supply an autobiography of  50–
100 words.

Cover sheets: The paper should have a ‘cover sheet’ with the 
following information: full name; institutional, private and 
email address; address for proofs and offprints; telephone and 
fax numbers; short title and size in words and bytes. The 
cover sheet should be part of  the same file as the paper.

Offprints: Authors receive proofs and a final pdf  of  their 
papers and are responsible for obtaining copyright permission 
for reproducing any illustrations, tables, figures or lengthy 
quotations previously published elsewhere.

Discussion section: Contributions should be 1000 words 
maximum with a short descriptive title (not ‘Comments on . . .’) 
and a cover sheet with details listed above for article 
submissions. Proofs will not be sent.

Mailing instructions and editorial address: First versions of  
papers should be sent by email only, in one file (including 
figures, tables, and appendices) preferably in Word (formats .
doc or .rtf), to the editor, Teun A. van Dijk, at the following 
address: vandijk@discourses.org. Please write on the subject 
line: Paper for Discourse & Society. The file should be attached 
to an accompanying message, in which you should identify 
yourself  with your full name and address, and address the 
editor by name, one of  the ways to distinguish your 
submission from – unfortunately all too frequent – SPAM. For 
the same reason, it is also strongly recommended that you 
add your full name to your email address in the header of  
your message when that address does not clearly identify who 
you are; if  necessary please edit the settings of  your email 
program accordingly. Do not attach your paper to a message 
without a personalized letter to the editor.

Questions and information: For questions about sub- 
missions and editorial policy, write to the editor: vandijk@
discourses.org

Copyright: Before publication authors are 
requested to assign copyright to SAGE 
Publications, subject to retaining their right to 
reuse the material in other publications writ-
ten or edited by themselves and due to be pub-
lished at least one year after initial publication 
in the Journal.
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findings and insights. These research findings are not only useful to illustrate and support 
the theoretical framework discussed in earlier chapters, but also exemplary to novice 
researchers in the field.

Overall, this book is very solid, cogently argued and highly structured, written in an 
accessible manner. It is also inspirational, representing a much-to-be-welcomed addition 
to a rapidly expanding body of literature in the vibrant field of genre studies, and it 
should serve as an excellent reference for students, teachers and researchers in the areas 
of ESP, professional communication studies and applied linguistics in general.

Giuseppe Balirano, Gardaí and Badfellas, The Discursive Construction of Organized Crime in the Irish 
Media, Napoli: Editoriale Scientifica, 2017; 222 pp. €13.00 (pbk).

Reviewed by: Antonio Fruttaldo, Department of Human and Social Sciences, University of Naples 
‘L’Orientale’, Italy

While criminal organisations have been mainly studied in the field of jurisprudence, 
highlighting the legal aspects of this phenomenon, relatively few studies have been 
devoted to the discursive construction of crime syndicates. In this book, Giuseppe 
Balirano fills this gap with an exploration of the ideological construal of the Irish organ-
ised crime syndicate in Irish media discourse(s). Media have always represented a win-
dow on the world, a filter that allows people to make sense of reality. This sense-making 
quality, however, entails specific construals of how events and actors must be inter-
preted, judged or understood. On the basis of this assumption, the focus of this book is 
on critically unfolding the ideological motivations behind particular representations of 
Irish criminal organisations. Combining a variety of methodologies and approaches, 
Balirano studies how the principal actors involved in criminal activities in the Republic 
of Ireland are constructed in different media genres.

The book opens with a foreword by Luigi Maria Sicca, the book series editor, explain-
ing how the book was conceived and developed in the fertile and international context of 
the puntOorg international network. Balirano’s Introduction sets the tone for the follow-
ing five chapters. In particular, it aims to enable ‘non-expert readers to familiarise with 
the specialised discourse of organised crime’ (p. 8). The definitions of organised crime 
used by United Nations and the Council of Europe are critically explored, combining 
these with theories of leading criminologist historians of organised crime. This allows 
the author to reconstruct the institutionalisation of Irish crime syndicates, achieved also 
through tracing the historical evolution of organised crime in Ireland, so as to let readers 
better understand how the phenomenon slowly became a media and social concern.

Chapter 1 introduces an Irish perspective to the notion of the ‘crime syndicate’, provid-
ing ‘an overview of the historical, social and legal backdrop against which organised crime 
and the subsequently mediatised moral panic thrived in the Republic of Ireland from the 
Seventies to the present day’ (p. 19). The chapter also introduces the deep-rooted media-
tised association between minor criminal activities, politics, terrorism and the birth of 
organised crime in Ireland, whose flourishing is linked with their relationship with the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). The specific focus of the chapter is on the process whereby the 
phenomenon of moral panic related to the media coverage of Irish criminal activities dis-

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1177%2F0957926519830541e&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-02-19


216 Discourse & Society 30(2)

cursively constructs and reproduces the idea of terrorism and organised crime as ‘contrib-
uting to the weakening of state security and social and economic growth’ (p. 27).

Chapter 2 deals with the hybrid methodological approach adopted by the author for 
the analysis of the language of Irish media discourses. While traditionally the adoption 
of a qualitative approach seems to exclude a quantitative one, the methodology adopted 
by the author combines a quantitative corpus-based discourse perspective with more 
qualitative, analytical tools taken from Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and its 
Discourse-Historical Approach. In addition, since the corpus also includes multimodal 
texts, the analysis of these sources is tackled from a Multimodal Critical Discourse per-
spective as well.

Chapter 3 describes the collection and characteristics of the MOBcorpus under 
investigation, which comprises two subcorpora. MOB1 contains textual data (ca. 2,000 
articles) from two major Irish quality newspapers, The Irish Times and the Irish 
Independent. MOB2, on the other hand, is a multimodal corpus and includes words and 
images from three Irish filmic productions linked to crime organisations: the films 
When the Sky Falls (2000) and Veronica Guerin (2003), and the Irish TV drama series 
Love/Hate (2010-2014).

The analysis of MOB1 is carried out in Chapter 4, which deals with the linguistic 
construction in news discourse of the Irish police force (i.e. gardaí), the criminals (i.e. 
badfellas) and the victims as the principal ‘social actors’ involved in criminal activities. 
The author highlights how the representation offered by the media primes readers to an 
understanding of the events unfolding in the specific historical context captured by the 
data under investigation, entailing a ‘perpetuation of those Irish narratives […] resulting 
in a form of historical continuum, an expanded timeline connecting Ireland’s past to her 
present forms of headline criminality’ (p. 135). The corpus-based approach highlights 
how the frequent occurrence of tokens such as ‘gangs’ and ‘gangland’ with reference to 
organised crime, connected to words such as ‘imitation’ and ‘collaboration’ with refer-
ence to political terrorism, generates a ‘buzz effect’ and a ‘linear conceptualisation of a 
crime-terror spectrum suggesting that diachronically such a convergence is still felt to be 
strong in Ireland’ (p. 136).

Chapter 5 presents the results of the analysis of MOB2, focusing on the multimodal 
representation of badfellas as social actors, with a particular emphasis on the interper-
sonal role of the gaze of represented criminals. The analysis introduces an interesting 
concept, that of Multimodal Prosody. This approach suggests that viewers are primed to 
associate specific actors with specific relationships and feelings that the image producers 
intend viewers to establish through continuous exposure to regular patterns of multi-
modal representation. In the case of MOB2, the analysis demonstrates how the pattern of 
directly addressing viewers in the Irish filmic productions under investigation estab-
lishes a multimodal prosody according to which the interactive participants are trans-
formed into prey at the mercy of the criminal gaze.

Balirano’s book not only fills a gap in the literature on the discursive representation 
of organized crime, but also opens a debate on the integration of different methodologies 
in the approach of media products that make use of various semiotic systems in the rep-
resentation of social actors. In this way, the contribution seems to tackle the ongoing 
debate on the epistemological status of contemporary research, which sees qualitative 
and quantitative methodologies as an ‘either/or’ rather than a ‘both/and’.
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