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La collana Studi e Incontri tra Discipline nasce dall’esigenza profondamente
sentita dai membri del comitato scientifico di favorire e incoraggiare le ricerche
e gli studi transdisciplinari a livello europeo ¢ trans/europeo. La complessita del
mondo in cui viviamo richiede il dialogo e I'incontro tra studiosi che operano in
diversi settori disciplinari e che possiedono competenze diversificate. La cultura
parcellizzata, il sapere troppo specialistico e chiuso, I'eccessiva frammentazione
della conoscenza non appaiono pit1 adeguati per indagare le complesse questioni
che i rapidi sviluppi tecnologici e scientifici pongono a livello sociale e politico.
Essi richiedono una ricchezza e lucidita d’analisi che solo una conoscenza in-
tegrata ¢ trasversale pud fornire. La collana nasce dall’esperienza e dalla ricerca
di progetti europei che hanno visto scienziati e umanisti dialogare tra loro per
indagare alcuni temi centrali nella nostra contemporaneita quali la vecchiaia,
la nutrizione ¢ la memoria. Lintento & quindi di eliminare gli steccati tra le
discipline ancora molto forti nell’accademia e di fornire nuovi strumenti per
una didattica universitaria profondamente rinnovata e all’avanguardia. La col-
lana quindi si presenta come uno “spazio” aperto non solo agli studiosi, ma
anche ai giovani interessati a ricerche nate dalla convergenza di piti discipline.
Proprio per questo si pubblicheranno studi e ricerche non solo in italiano, ma
anche in altre lingue.
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Travelling and Mapping the World:
Scientific Discoveries and Narrative Discourses

Adriana Corrado, Vita Fortunati, Gilberta Golinelli
(University Suor Orsola Benincasa, Naples, University of Bologna)

This volume is an offshoot of the interdisciplinary European
project Acume2, Interfacing Sciences, Literature and Humanities, which
aims to foster dialogue and exchange between disciplines. From a
methodological point of view, it is a volume bringing together various
disciplinary areas, and a variety of scientific terms of reference, as well
as points of observation from several European contexts. The dialogue
underpinning the volume between the different kinds of knowledge
allows us to compare methodologies based on often quite different ap-
proaches and fields of enquiry, as for instance those applied by the hu-
man sciences on the one hand, and by the medical or mathematical and
physical sciences on the other. The diverse strategies of analysis used
by human and social sciences compared to medicine, immunology,
biology or physics are emblematic examples on which the volume
invites us to reflect, aiming to show how the same subject may be
investigated using methods that emerge as complementary, and hence
remarkably fruitful. In the case of disciplines such as those linked to
mathematical and medical science the scientist starts from the present
situation, and re-examines the past through the latest concepts of the
present, from within a perspective aiming to see the past through
what technological and scientific progress has already revealed. The
historian of science, the literary critic, and the anthropologist, on the
other hand, place themselves with respect to the past by trying to find
the origins and causes of a particular phenomenon through a recon-
struction of its historical and cultural context, based on tracing and



